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Aitcatacos, which has played such a large part in the prosperity of most sports events, has 
also inched the mat game into big business. Each year there are fewer and fewer of the small time 
promotions. Fans crowd arenas headlining championship bouts, but are loath to attend matches of 
lesser lights. 

One of the problems that confronts the promoters more and more is that of coming up with new 
talent. The same old faces will go just so far and then a lack of interest on the part of the wrestl- 
ing buffs manifests itself. 

The need for championship bouts is one of the reasons why each area has its own champs. This 
arrangement insures that an area will have a steady supply of the type of match that will pay off. 

But new talent is hard to manufacture and the paucity of this raw talent is evident as one travels 
across the U.S. and even through Europe. 

Farm teams provide talent for baseball, college and conference teams for professional football, 
and the AAU and Golden Gloves for boxing. Wrestling has no such pool of talent which is being 
utilized. é 

Perhaps one thing that could be accomplished would be a talent search of colleges to turn up 
likely prospects which would then be schooled to fill out the professional ranks. Many colleges 
and high school students write us to find out thow they can get into professional wrestling. 

How does one answer a young hopeful? Wrestling is one of the toughest games in the world to 
break into. With the lack of schools and disinterest on the part of most of the pros, the road is 
close to impassable for the youngster with designs on a wrestling career. 

Some of the outstanding promoters have been aware and attempted to do something about it. Al 
Haft ran a school in Ohio, as did Tony Santos in Boston, and Karl Von Hess for a period in New 
York City. These schools have gone the way of all flesh and are no more. The experiment wasn’t 
a complete failure since they served as the launching pad for some of the top men in wrestling 
today. Les Thatcher, Pat Patterson, Chris Colt, Carlos Colon and Pedro Morales are a few of 
those who are around to attest to the need for such schools. 

One enterprising man in the game is Verne Gagne, who runs a training school every two years 
with a tough curiculum designed to turn out wrestlers ready for the circuit. Ric Flair is one 
graduate of the Gagne school and he shows the care that went into his grooming. Unfortunately, 
the log of every two years does not turn out sufficient talent. 

Eddie Graham, president of the National Wrestling Alliance has long advocated that the profes- 
sionals in wrestling should take a greater interest in the amateur field. It would be apparent that it 
would be easier to train a man or woman with an amateur background than to start out from the 
ground up. : 

Arnold Skoaland associated with the WWWF is strong for a wrestling school to provide new 
talent. 

Don Curtis, who runs an amateur league, has high hopes for the graduates of his group. 

Paul Christy, who has a chool in Chicago thinks the concept was right but he went broke in his 
effort. 

The Fabulous Moolah has a training school of sorts in Columbia, South Carolina, but reports 
indicate that Moolah is more interested in her girl wrestling productions than in the school. This is 
understandable. 

Another famous woman wrestler, Mildred Burke, has a school in California but our information 
is that the school isn’t functioning at a peak level. 

It is most evident that there is muchly needed a central school set up for each area that would 
be headed up by a qualified professional. If wrestling is to keep up with the demands upon it for 

(Continued on page 61) 
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(Above) A bloody Billy “Superstar” Graham holds his newly won 
championship belt up for the crowd to admire. (Left) Bruno 
Sammartino tries to crush the Superstar with a bear hug. 


By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


L.. finally happened! After three years, four months, and twenty 
days as reigning champion Bruno Sammartino lost his title to 
Superstar Billy Graham in the Baltimore Civic Center. 

The upset match was controversial, to say the least, but Billy 
“Superstar” Graham has emerged as the new WWWE champion. 

On this historic day a near capacity crowd jammed the Baltimore 
Civic Center to see the greatest match in WWWE history. 

The challenger, Superstar Graham, was the first man to enter the 
ring and he was his own self-assured, cocky self, happily flexing 
his muscles and posing for the large crowd on hand. The Superstar 
did not seem to be the least bit nervous about his upcoming clash 
as he posed for several minutes to the delight of the many on hand. 

As soon as the champion, Bruno Sammartino, walked into the 
ring Graham returned to his corner to loosen up and await the start 
of the battle. 

At the sound of the bell a hushed silence fell over the entire 
arena. Upon leaving their respective corners, both men warily cir- 
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cled one another looking for an opening. 

A test of strength was then conducted, and 
as Bruno ‘started to weaken a kick by the 
Superstar to the champ’s legs actually sig- 
naled the start of the hectic action that was 
to follow. 

For the next ten minutes both men fought 
furiously with neither man gaining the ad- 
vantage. Then at the ten minute mark Bruno 
took out his frustration on Graham’s skull. 
Grabbing the blond by his hair, the champ 
banged the Superstar’s head into the metal 
post. ; 

Graham fell to the floor with his head a 
mass of blood, but although bleeding heavy- 
ily, he still had plenty of fight left in him 
and quickly climbed back into the ring. 

It almost seemed as if the cut on his head 
had given Graham added strength, for as 
soon as he returned to the ring Graham 
began to fight furiously. Quickly Graham 
applied his **‘Superstar’’ bear hug and it de- 
finitely seemed to those at ringside that 
Bruno might submit. Graham squeezed and 
squeezed, but eventually Bruno managed to 
break free. Both men definitely seemed to be 
weakening fast at this point, Tension reached 
a high pitch as everyone wondered who 
would eventually come out the winner. 

Soon it seemed to many that the winner 
would be the champ as Graham was on his 
Knees, his face covered with blood begging 
for merey, Sammartino, however, showed no 
merey and began to kick his fallen chal- 
lenger as the crowd yelled encouragement. 

At this point Sammartino made a very 
foolish mistake by turning towards the crowd 
to ask for their approval. As soon as he did 
so, the Superstar quickly grabbed at his leg 
and pulled him to the mat. 

Seeing Sammartino down, referee Jack 
Davies began to count, unaware that Graham 
had his feet on the ropes for leverage. One, 
two, three!! Then it was over. 

The crowd was stunned, but by the time 
the realization sank in that Bruno Sammar- 
tino had lost his belt to Billy Graham the 
Superstar was safe inside the dressing room, 
the new WWWE champion. 

Immediately protests were issued by Ar- 
nold Skaaland and Bruno Sammartino, but 
all to no avail. Later it was learned that a 
Maryland State Athletic Commission ruling 
states that once a verdict has been declared it 
cannot be overruled. Thus Billy **Superstar™ 
Graham was indeed the new WWWF cham- 
pion. 

Although there is still quite a bit of con- 
troversy surrounding the final decision, Billy 
Graham should be congratulated for winning 
the title, Had it been any other wrestler in 
the ring against Bruno, there is good reason 
to believe that he would not have been able 
to survive the punishment dished out. The 
Superstar has his superior physical condition 
to thank for this win. 

What does the future hold for the new 
champion? One has to believe that Bruno 
Sammartino will try desperately to regain the 
title he feels was unjustly stolen from him, 
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Having smashed Graham's head into a metal post in frustration, Bruno moves in for “the 
kill.” 


After over three years as king 
of the mat world, Bruno has 
succumbed to Billy Graham 

in a controversial and brutal 
match in Baltimore. Can The 
Superstar hold on to the crown? 
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Graham chokes the champ with some help 
from the ropes. 





and these two should have one hectic return 
match. 

Besides two-time titleholder Bruno Sam- 
martino, there are quite a few top wrestlers 
ready and waiting to get a chance at the title. 
with the first one to come to mind being 
Chief Jay Strongbow. Strongbow has wres- 
tled in the shadow of Sammartino for quite a 
few years, and now that he has a chance to 
wrestle for the title, it is certain that the 
Chief will go all out to get his chance. 

Graham is also going to have to contend 
with the likes of Ivan Putski, Gorilla Mon- 


soon, Tony Garea, Larry Zbyszko, Chief 


Peter Maiva and Bob Backlund, as well as 


Graham seemed to have 
gained strength from his 
battering as he furiously 
stormed Sammartino and 
applied his Superstar bear 
hug. 


(Below) It looks like the 
well conditioned Super- 
star is going to win 


this test of strength as 
Bruno slowly sinks to the 
canvas. 


tule breakers Baron von Raschke, George 
Steele and Ken Patera. From this one can 
see that the **Era of the Superstar’’ is not 
going to be easy. 

The new champ has a hard pull ahead of 
him with so many top wrestlers just waiting 
their chances to take the title from him. 
Graham will have to ren\ain in top condition 
if he is to successfully hold on to the cham- 
pionship he so recently won, 
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O, Tuesday, March 15, 1977, the wrestling world and undoub 
tedly many, many others, were saddened to hear that Antonic 
Rocca had passed away at the age of 51 (Some reports listed hi 
age as 49). 

Antonio Rocca was not only a legend in the world of profes 
sional wrestling, but was also known to many for his works witl 
youth groups and his associations with leading figures in the worl 
of politics, the arts and the sports world in general. A generou 
man who would give away large amounts of money just for th 
isking, Rocca was so popular in his heyday that crowds would fol 
low him through the streets. 


(Left) Italian born mat star Antonino 
Rocca, who was a dazzling and pow- 
Werful performer in the ring. (Below) 
by Rocca squarely plants a foot in Dick 
Y Affils face during a tag team match 
back in October 1957. 





Rocca executes one of his famous drop-kicks against Dick “The Bruiser” Affils. Rocca teamed with Miguel Perez to defeat The 
Bruiser and partner Killer Kowalski. Perez and Rocca were especially popular among the Latins in New York City. 


Antonio was a dazzling. powerful wrestler with aerial maneuy- 
ers that were breathtaking. His dropkick was an especially lethal 
weapon. 

While many will argue that Gorgeous George made professional 
wrestling a household word in the late forties and early fifties, I 
believe Antonio Rocca had an equal effect, especially in the lucra- 
tive New York area. While Gorgeous George, Baron Michele 
Leone and Sandor Szabo were creating havoe on the West Coast, 
Rocca, the Stanlee brothers, Lord Carlton and Primo Camera were 
packing the arenas on the East Coast. 

Most records show that Antonio Rocca came to the United States 
from Argentina in 1948, and beat Lord Blears in Houston, Texas for his 
pro debut. Before coming to New York in 1949, Rocca wrestled former 
world champions LeRoy McGuirk and Lou Thesz in Texas. 

In the early fifties, Rocca faced such renown stars as Lord 
Carlton, Gene and Steve Stanlee, Primo Carnera, Ernie Dusek, Mr. 
Moto, The Great Togo, Don Eagle, Killer Kowalski, Verne Gagne, 
Yukon Eric, Karl Von Hess, Danny McShane, Skull Murphy, 
Buddy Lee, Buddy ‘“‘Nature Boy"’ Rogers, Ralph Halpern and 
countless others. 

In the mid-fifties, Rocca’s popularity was challenged by Ricki 
Starr, Mario DeSouza, and Latin-American stars such as Pedro Es- 
cobar, The Amazing Zuma, Luis Martinez, Gregorio Jarque, En- 
rique Torres, Eugenio Marin, and a youngster by the name of Jose 
Miguel Perez. : 

It was around 
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1955 when the team of Antonino Rocca and 


Miguel Perez was formed. The team was destined for success. Tag 
team wrestling was beginning to become extremely popular. With 
the formation Of this team, the Spanish speaking fans of the major 
East Coast cities now had a tag team combination to cheer for. 
Rocca and Perez packed the arenas against such teams as Wildman 
Fargo & Don Stevens, The Fabulous Kangaroos, Skull Murphy & 
Karl Von Hess, Dr. Jerry Graham & Prof. Roy Shire, and many 
others, 

There are three matches in particular in which I will always re- 
member Antonio Rocca. The first was a tag team match in which 
then U.S. heavyweight champion Verne Gagne joined Rocca to 
battle the teutonic tandem of Hans Schmidt & Karl Von Hess. 
Madison Square Garden had a standing room only crowd that 
night, and I believe over 18,000 fans were on their feet from start 
to finish of this tag team main event. Needless to say, the Rocca- 
Gagne duo was victorious, and the fans could not have asked for a 
more exciting match. 

Another tag team match featuring Rocca and Verne Gagne was 
presented at the Bronx Winter Garden with *‘Nature Boy’ Buddy 
Rogers and Hans Schmidt as their scheduled opponents. As things 
turned out, Rogers was unable to wrestle due to an injury sustained 
the previous night, and veteran star Gino Garibaldi filled in for Rogers. 

Apparently there was no love lost between the bouncing Argenti- 
nian and Papa Garibaldi. These two grapplers shared the spotlight 


(Continued on page 59) 
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ROCCA THRILLED FANS WITH HIS SPEED, 
SKILL, AND DYNAMIC PERSONALITY 
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Rocca is on the receiving end in this tangle. The referee tries to unwrap the rope from 
Antonio’s neck, while Jerry Graham holds Rocca and Danny McShain tries to foil the 
ref's efforts. 





(Above) Hans Schmidt howls 
in pain as Rocca keeps a tight 
head-hold on the Chicagoan. 
Rocca won the match. (Left) 
Antonio Rocca, far right, re- 
laxes with his fan club. Second 
to left front row is Pedro 
Morales. 
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Sandy Partlow — 


Returns 
to the 
Mat Wars 


By GENE GORDON 


‘ 


Re the early 70°s wrestling fans witnessed the advance of an at- 
tractive brunette from Kansas City, Kansas. She was Miss Sandy 
Partlow, a girl standing only five feet one inch tall and hitting the 
scales at 130 pounds. She was making a name for herself in the 
sport with some impressive victories over such gals as Jean An- 
tone. Lucy Dupree, Kay Noble, Mary Jane Mull, Bambi Ball and 
others. She even drew with the great Betty Niccoli for the U.S. 
title belt twice. 

Just as her career was going great guns the lady from Kansas 
City suffered a serious injury that put her out of action for over a 
year. After she was completely recovered she decided not to return 
to the wrestling scene, but rather to return to her former position as 
a nurse. 

She worked as a nurse for over three years, but the same hours, 
sickness, death and everything that is associated with hospitals 
began to make Sandy restless. Then one nite she went to the 
matches and after she talked to her friend and sometimes tag team 
partner she decided that she wanted back into the wrestling scene. 

She made a few calls, and sooner than she expected she was 
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booked into the IWA territory in the Carolinas. It didn’t take Sandy 
long to readjust to the wrestling world. She had always kept herself 
in tip top shape, so upon her return to the sport she picked up right 
where she had left off. 

When asked if she is sorry that she didn’t retum sooner to the 
wrestling scene, Sandy said that she wished she had retumed earlier 
in order to have another match with the now retired United States 
gal champion, Betty Niccoli. 

Miss Partlow is now the current Southeastern girls champion. 
She won the championship in a tournament this past February. 

Sandy is a most welcome addition to the girl wrestling scene, 
and we hope that she will stay around for a long time to come. 


(Top photo) Hailing from 
Kansas City, Sandy Partiow 
was happy to give up her 
career as a nurse to return 
to the wrestling circuit. 
(Left) Sandy throws Daisy 
Mae to the mat in what was 
a rough and tumble mix-up. 


Sandy is currently the 
Southeastern women’s 
champion. 
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(Above) Partlow dives at opponent Brenda Starr from the top rope, but Starr rolls out of 
the way in the nick of time. 
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(Above) If Sandy’s con- 
fidence is any indication 
of things to come, she’s 
on her way to the top. 
(Left) The ref keeps an 
eye on Brenda Starr’s 
shoulders as Sandy 
works on a pin. 





By ROGER DEEM 


F anny feuds have always been unpleasant. This holds true for 
manager Bobby Heenan’s *‘family,”’ his stable of champions. At 
one time, Ray Stevens was in Heenan’s ‘‘family’’ along with 
A.W.A. world heavyweight champion Nick Bockwinkel and the 
A.W.A. tag team champions Blackjack Lanza and Bobby Duncum. 
However, on a recent A.W.A. television taping, Stevens violently 
split with Heenan and Bobby declared all out war against Ray. 

This meant that Bockwinkel would be forced to wrestle Stevens. 
Bockwinkel and Stevens once held the A.W.A. tag title for more 
than three years. Loyalty has now been replaced by hatred. 

Their first confrontation came when Bockwinkel was scheduled 
to wrestle against The Crusher for the title. Crusher had been in- 
jured a few days earlier and could not wrestle that night. The 
promoter quickly signed Stevens to take his place. The bout was an 
all out donnybrook, but in the end, Stevens pinned Bockwinkel and 
left the ring with the belt. 

Bobby Heenan demanded that the belt be returned to his cham- 
pion because whenever a substitute enters the ring, the match au- 
tomatically becomes a non-title affair. After checking this rule, the 
A.W.A. retumed the belt to Bockwinkel, leaving a very upset Ray 
Stevens demanding a return go. 

Bockwinkel, aching for revenge, agreed to meet Stevens again, 
but said he would do so only in a non-title match. The A.W.A. 
sanctioned this match, and Stevens promised to beat Bockwinkel 
again and force a title showdown. Bockwinkel was just as anxious 
to beat Stevens to avoid putting his title on the line, 

Stevens was restless the night of the match. He walked up and 
down the dressing room and out into the corridor. Bockwinkel, too, 
was pacing the floor of his dressing room, Stevens was out in the 
hall talking with a fan when Heenan emerged ‘from the dressing 
room. Bobby saw Stevens and fled back into the sanctuary of 
Bockwinkel’s locker room. Stevens entered the ring and was soon 
followed by the champion. 

In typical Bockwinkel fashion, Nick attacked Ray during the in- 
troductions and threw him out of the ring. Bockwinkel slammed 
Ray's head into the ring apron twice and knocked him down to the 
floor. Stevens slowly regained his feet, but when Bockwinkel tried 
to belt him again, Stevens gouged his eyes and re-entered the ring. 
Stevens then added injury to insult by throwing Nick out of the 
ring. 


Ray Stevens has A.W.A. champion Nick Bockwinkel in a 
brutal sleeper hold and has no intention of letting go. 


STEVENS CONQUERS 
BOCKWINKEL IN 





-NON-TITLE FRACAS | 
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Heenan went around to help Bockwinkel back into the ring, but 
Stevens had other ideas. He tied Bockwinkel’s arms up in the ropes 
and began to strangle him. The referee was finally able to get Ray 
back, and Heenan managed to free Bockwinkel. 

Stevens grabbed Nick and brought him into the ring where he 
applied a standing legsplit. For almost five minutes the champion 
was tortured by an enraged Ray Stevens. Nick finally managed to 
grab Stevens’ hair and get away. 

Nick tried to take the advantage by using a kneelift on Stevens, 
but Bockwinkel hit him with his injured leg and both grapplers 
went down. Stevens crawled over to Nick and applied a toehold. 
Bockwinkel scrambled for the ropes and forced a break. 

Stevens ducked behind Bockwinkel and delivered a brutal atomic 
knee drop, and Ray almost won right then and there. Nick man- 
aged to bridge out at the count of two. Heenan, who was very wor- 
ried at this latest assault on his champion, got up on the ring apron 
and began complaining to the referee. Stevens spied him and 
dashed over to the apron where he began pounding on Bobby. The 
fans were wildly excited as they saw Stevens pound open a cut on 
Heenan’s forehead. 

However, lurking in the background was Bockwinkel, who had 
recovered and had seen his manager being whipped by the raging 
Stevens. Bockwinkel launched a knee into the small of Stevens’ 
back, Caught off guard, Stevens crumpled to the mat. Bockwinkel 








(Left) After tying Bockwinkel’s arms up in the ropes, Stevens 
proceeds to choke the champ. Bockwinkel is again at Stevens’ 
mercy as a step over toehold is applied. This was the second 
encounter between the two former members of Bobby Heenan’s 
“family.” Stevens won the first non-title fight. 
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hurled him into the ropes and attempted a back body drop: how- 
ever, Stevens, through sheer instinct, sailed over the top and 
applied a jack Knife and rolling cradle to the dazed champion. 

Just as Heenan was struggling to his feet outside the ring, the 
referee tolled the count of three and declared Stevens the winner. 
Stevens released his hold and fell flat on his back. As the crowd 
went wild, the referee raised Ray's hand in victory as he lay on the 
mat. Subdued, Heenan and Bockwinkel slipped quietly back to the 
dressing room. 

After two non-title victories, Stevens now wants a title clash. A 
very reluctant Bockwinkel cannot avoid him much longer. 








* rma tat nan Sem” 
An unconscious Stevens is declared winner. He had managed to 


apply a jack knife and rolling cradie to a dazed Bockwinkel be- 
fore collapsing himself. (Left) Bockwinkel and Heenan. 


Bockwinkel screams in pain as Stevens punishes Nick's injured leg with a toehold. With two non-titie fight wins in his favor, Stevens is 
looking for a title clash against Bockwinkel. The champ won't be able to avoid Stevens much longer.... 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW: = 
Lou Albano--Wrestling s 


Greatest Manager? 





(Above right) A rare photo of Lou Albano, left, with an ex-tag team partner Tony Alt 


Albano has guided to the championship title is The Executioners. 


By JOHN AREZZI 


E ene true wrestling fan knows him, 
No matter what arena he appears in extra 
security has to be hired to control the army 
of fans who hate this manager of wrestling 
champions. As he struts into the ring, the 
ever present cigar is there, often to be put 
out on a beaten foe. He is Captain Lou Al- 
bano, one of the most hated wrestling mana- 
gers in the history of the sport. 

Speaking to Lou Albano is not too hard to 
do. He is one of the easiest men in the 
wrestling business to obtain an interview 
with. The reason for this is that Lou is al- 
ways looking for publicity for his men and 
for himself. Conducting an interview with 
Lou Albano is fast paced, you never know 
what he will say, and who he will say it 
about. The interview I conducted with the 
Captain took place in Madison Square Gar- 
den. | think I found out a great deal about 
Lou Albano, the man, and.**Captain Lou.” 
the hated manager. 

RW: Can you tell our readers a little about 
your background before you entered wrestl- 
ing. 

Albano: I've been in wrestling for over 25 
years. Before entering wrestling | played 
some football in high school, and then went 
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on to the University of Tennessee in 1950. I 
played for the football team there with Jack 
Stroud, Harris McCord and other All Ameri- 
cans. After college I entered the service for a 
while. Wheh 1 left the service | began 
wrestling professionally. 

RW: You were a hated wrestler when you 
competed full time. Why did you choose to 
be a rule breaker? 

Albano: The simple answer to that question 
is the money that’s involved. I chose to 
make big money, and to make the big 
money you use any means. | have made a 
great deal of money in this business. 

RW: Can you tell us a little about your days 
with Tony Altimore and your team ‘*The 
Sicilians.” 

Albano: What's there to say? We were one 
of the greatest tag teams in wrestling history. 
We held the world’s tag team championship, 
so that proves we were the best. In fact, if 
Tony and | were to team up today we would 
be world champions. 

RW: Why did you decide to become a 
wrestling manager? 

Albano: For the money. 

RW: Do you care to tell us a little more 
about that? 

Albano: | now have men working for me, 
paying me a salary. In return they get the 
finest wrestling manager money can buy, 
that’s all there is to say about it. 





imore. (Above left) One of the several teams that 


RW: Who was your first protege? 

Albano: It was Crusher Verdu, about 7 
years ago. | trained and built him into a top 
contender. 

RW: You have had numerous men under 
contract since Verdu. Can you pick any one 
man above the others as being your top pro- 
tege? 

Albano: I wouldn’t pick one above the 
others. They were all great. I've had six 
world tag team champions under my belt. 
The first were the Mongols. Then came Tar- 
zan Tyler and Luke Graham, King Curtis 
and Baron Scicluna, The Valiant Brothers, 
The Blackjacks, Mulligan & Lanza, and the 
Executioners. I also guided Ivan Koloff to 
the world title in 1971 when he beat Sam- 
martino before twenty one thousand people 
in New York City. I'd have to say all my 
men are champions in their own way. They 
have to be great for the Captain to sign them 
up. They are making me great money too. 
RW: Is the money worth the scars on your 
face? 

Albano: Yea baby, when you live in a big 
home and drive a new car every year and 
don’t have to work for a living anymore, | 
think it’s worth it. 

RW: How did you get these scars anyway? 
Albano: Well, when you hit turnbuckles, get 


(Continued on page 61) 
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(Above left) New Zealand’s Tony Garea prepares to launch him- 
self from the ringpost and (above right) is caught mid flight as 
tag team partner Larry Zbyszko holds Mike Monroe. 


Up and Coming 

rnp usr hela roe bt src et Ton y Gare a 
Has Finally 

Arrived! 


By AL TESSITORE 


Move over Ivan Putski! There’s a new kid on the block and 
he’s causing a senational uproar. Up and coming Tony Garea has 
finally arrived and is fast becoming a fan favorite. The young New 
Zealander is putting it all together with his versatile combination of 
skill, speed and strength. By facing the toughest competition in the 
WWWFE, Garea has gained a great deal of professional savvy and 
experience. Suddenly he has become a contender for Superstar’s 
belt. 

Tony Garea has always been successful in tag team wrestling. 
The former **Rookie of the Year" in the WWWF has held the tag 
team title twice in the area with Haystack Calhoun and Dean Ho. 
In addition he held the New Zealand tag team belt with Frank 
Liponovich. 

Now his solo efforts are gaining as much notoriety as his current 
partnership with Larry Zbyszko. The busy schedule he has kept, 
has allowed Garea to practice his wide assortment of holds and 
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Garea says he had a hard time learning the American style or 
wrestling, but he sure caught on, as indicated by the pounding 
The Animal is taking. 


locks, and he ranks as one of the best scientific wrestlers in the 
ring today. 

Garea’s wrestling career began in New Zealand's capital, Auk- 
land (population 600,000), strangely enough with Rugby. Garea 
was a former Rugby league player, and two of his teammates were 
also professional wrestlers. They invited him to the gym, where he 
soon became interested in the sport. Tony trained and wrestled on 
and-off for four years: before devoting himself to his new career on 
a full time basis. 

He quickly learned what Garea called the English-European style 

(Continued on page 62) 
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A former Rugby player, Garea makes it a point to stay in top 
physical condition. The Animal is finding out just how strong 
Garea really is! 


The Animal is held immobile by the side headlock Garea has clamped on his foe. The Animal struggles, but to no avail. 
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“I Will Be 


Avenged!” 





Terry Funk applies his famous spinning toehold submission to 
Jack Brisco. Dory Funk, Sr., invented the hold, and there is no- 
thing any of the Funk clan like better than to have the excuse to 
apply it to one of the Brisco family. 








By FRANK AMATO 


| ae Funk was wiping away the perspiration from his face 
with a towel. The gym suit he was wearing was soaked through 
with perspiration. Terry had just completed an hour of training, lift- 
ing weights, peddling the gym cycle and going through the motions 
of light wrestling with a trainee for pro wrestling. Terry was tired, 
but he felt wonderful. 

This was one of his first training sessions in over ten weeks 
since his leg injury which had sidelined him from active competi- 
tion. Terry had injured his leg from two matches against both 
Dusty Rhodes and Harley Race. Terry hurt the leg while losing his 
title to Race which had been injured earlier by Rhodes. Then 
Rhodes battered the leg until finally Funk had to have a cast put 
on. 

The memory remains painful to Terry Funk even though the leg 
has healed, There is pure hatred in Terry. He says, “I owe those 
two bums plenty. I mean to pay them back in spades. I will be 
avenged. 

“I don’t hate Harley Race, but | do dislike him. I take it for 
granted he didn’t know my leg was injured when he used his death- 
lock on me to win the NWA world heavyweight championship in 
Toronto, Canada, on February 6. If my leg hadn’t been injured I’m 
sure Race never could have won the belt from me. Now that may 
sound like boasting, but it’s true. Harley Race never could beat me 
before.”" 

Then came Funk’s tirade against his mortal enemy in wrestling, 
Dusty Rhodes. Says Funk, “‘This overstuffed drugstore cowboy in- 
jured me on purpose. He couldn't win the title from me so he tried 
to end my wrestling career. Talk about sour grapes! Well, Dusty 
Rhodes eats them by the barrel full. This fat creep never could take 
my title away. He tried and tried for all he was worth, but I still 
‘ kept the belt. Rhodes tried to hurt me in 
Texas Death Matches and Texas Bullrope 
Matches, but he couldn’t keep me down. 
When it came time for a title clash my belt 
remained with me. 

“‘T have news for Virgil Rhodes. I'm com- 
ing back. Soon I'll be ready for a full wrestl- 
ing schedule and you, Rhodes, will rue the 
day you ever laid eyes on me! 

“There is no room in pro wrestling for the 
two of us. Yes, you hurt me. You laid me 
up for nearly three months. You had your 
night. Well the time of reckoning is coming. 
I'm not going to injure you Rhodes, That 
would be merciful. I have no mercy where 
you are concerned. I'm going to end your 
career in wrestling. I hate you Rhodes. 

“I hate you, Dusty Rhodes, with a hate I 
can’t define. You always claimed you would 
injure me. Well you did. You cost me time. 
You cost me money. I’ve heard you're a big 


Funk batters away at a bloody Dusty 
Rhodes. Terry holds Rhodes’ malicious- 
ness responsible for Funk’s loss of the title 
to Harley Race. Photos by Don McLeon. 
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dude with a joke about calling me Hopalong 
Funk, Well you keep on joking, Dusty 
Rhodes. You keep on laughing. Enjoy your- 
self because judgement day is fast approach- 
ing. 

**My father, Dory Funk Sr., always said, 
“Forgive your enemies, but get even first.”’ 
In your case, Rhodes, I'll never forgive you, 
but I will get even. These past few months 
all I've done is sit on my ranch and think. 
Think about you. I’ve spent much time 
watching films of you wrestling. Some 
matches were against me. I’ve picked out 
my mistakes. I've picked out many of yours. 
I know what I must do and how I'll do it.”’ 

The name of Funk has been long as- 
sociated with pro wrestling. First there was 
Dory Funk Sr. For well over thirty years 
Daddy Funk wrestled the best. He held many 
regional titles and was still very active in 
wrestling when he passed on in 1973. 

Dory Funk, Jr., followed his father’s path 
in the early sixties. Dory won many titles 
along the way and finally won the NWA 
world heavyweight championship in Feb- 
ruary 1969 from Gene Kiniski. Dory held 
the title until May 1973 when he lost to Har- 
ley Race. 

Terry Funk followed his dad and older 
brother by the mid-sixties. Where brother 
Dory was mild mannered, young Terry was 
hot tempered. In fact, one knock against 
Terry was this temper which many experts 
figured would keep him from winning the 
* big tide. 


A dejected Terry Funk is bloody and bat- 
tered after a Texas Bullrope Match against 
Dusty Rhodes. Funk maintains Rhodes in- 
tentionally injured Terry’s leg to end his 
wrestling career. 
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(Left) Funk puts 
his power to good 
use with an 
armlock that has 
Jack Brisco tied 
up. (Right) Arch 
rival Dusty 
Rhodes gets a 
good solid left in 
the eye. 


Terry Funk managed to win many titles. 
He co-held the Western States Tag Champi- 
onship with both Dory Sr. and Dory, Jr., at 
different times. The Texas Championship; 
Western States Championship; Missouri State 
Championship; International Tag Team 
Championship with Dory, Jr.; The Americas 
Championship; North American Champi- 
onship. 

Then came the ultimate goal. The NWA 
world heavyweight championship by beating 
Jack Brisco on December 10, 1975, in 
Florida. This match made history because 
never in the long history of the NWA had 








brothers held the world title. 

Terry says, ‘It became a personal goal for 
me to win the belt. Sure | had always 
wanted to win it. But we Funks have this 
running feud with the Briscos. It still goes 
on this very day. But winning the belt from 
Jack Brisco was pure heaven.” 

The Funks have always been noted for 
their hard wrestling. In their matches they 
fought hard and sometimes cruelly to win. 

(Continued on page 357) 
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In Puerto Rico 





By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


Prusero Rico, our neighboring island in the Caribbean, is quickly emerging as one of the 
top arenas in the world for the best in professional wrestling. In the last few months many of 
the world’s greatest wrestlers have gone to Puerto Rico to compete, and in the coming 
months many more are expected to fly to the sunny island to test their skills. : 

In Puerto Rico the Capital Sports Promotion presents *‘Estreallas De Lucha Libre’ weekly 
in the cities of Caguas, Ponce, and Mayaguez, and also promotes in Bayamon, Aucebio and 
San Juan on a bi-weekly basis. 

The current champions in the area include; Eric the Red, the Puerto Rican champion; 
Hartford Love, North American champion; Carlos Colon and Jose Rivera, the world tag team 
champions, and the Mercenaries, the North American tag team champions. Besides the 
wrestlers just named, the following have been appearing on the Island in the last few months: 
Gypsy Joe, Miguel Perez, Victor Jovica, Isaac Rosario, El] Gran Maravella, the Fabulous 
Kangaroos (Don Kent and Al Costello), Bruce Swayze, Hercules Ayala, Joyce Grable and 
Donna Christanello. 

Recently stars such as Gorilla Monsoon, Cowboy Bob Ellis, Gordon Nelson, Hugo 
Hamaguchi, the Interns and Ernie Ladd have also made appearances, and all of these men 
are expected to be going back to the Island shortly, to be joined by many other top men from 





Gypsy Joe, a ring veteran of many years, last Ee! 
has been known to resort to anything to 
win a match. 
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(Left) Just back from a tour of Canada, Hartford Love is managed by Supermouth Dave 


Drason. (Above) The Mercenaries are known for their cruelty and viciousness, and have 
vowed to destroy anyone who gets in their way. 
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Quick as a cat inside the ring, El Gran Eric the Red, who has wrestled all over the 
Maravilla seems to improve from day to world, is unpredictable in his tactics, and is 
feared by most wrestlers. 


day. 





A relative new- 
comer to wresti- 
ing, Victor Jovica 
has high hopes of 
becoming world 
champ some day. 
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(Left) Carlos Colon 
and Jose Rivera have 
had little experience 
as a team, but their 
inexperience is over- 
shadowed by their 


popularity. 


(Right) The legendary 
Kangaroos, Don Kent 
and Al Costello, have 
recently reunited 
after a split five years 
ago. They've been 
thrilling fans since 
the 1950's. 





Miguel Perez is perhaps best remembered 
for teaming with the late Antonio Rocca, 
Perez is as fast as ever. 





Beautiful Bruce 
Swayze, a former 
manager, is an 
unpredictable 
wrestler, one day 
entering the ring 
as a hero, the next 
as a villain. 
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Yukari Lynch tosses Maki Ueda to the mat 
during a recent tag. team bout which 
brought these two stars together in the 
ring. 


By M. UEHIRA 


hs today’s Japan, women wrestlers are a 
source of admiration for young girls, but this 
Was not always true. For years, women’s 
wrestling appeared only as shows at night 
clubs and the like. A new day has dawned, 
and with it women's wrestling has become 
of age. 

An interesting story that exemplifies this is 
one involving Fuji TV, a leading TV station 
in Japan. Fuji TV has been regularly televis- 
ing girl wrestling matches on Sundays and 
has been an influential promoter of women’s 
matches. When they recently opened regist- 
ration for new students, 300 women applic- 
ants responded, much to everyone's surprise. 

Two women wrestlers who have captured 
the imagination of the Japanese people in re- 
cent years are Maki Ueda and Yukari Lynch. 
Maki Ueda is 17 years old and comes from 
Tottori Prefecture. Halfway through Tottori 
Prefectural High School Maki left to enter a 
wrestling school, and has been perhaps the 
most popular woman wrestler for quite a 
while. 

The Joyely Maki enjoys recorded music, 
movies and dressmaking when she is not in 
the ring. 

At the present time, Ueda is teaming up 
with Naoko Sato as the Beauty Pair. 

Yukari Lynch has recently started to equal 
Ueda in popularity. A towering and powerful 
woman, Lynch is 6 feet tall and scales 187 
well proportioned pounds. At only 15 years 
of age, it would seem that the best is still to 
come for this talented young woman. 

Born at Yokosuga City, Yukari went to 
the United States with her soldier father 
shortly after her birth, but returned to Japan 
when she was 11. She attended an American 
school in Yokosuga until she was spotted by 
a talent scout and recruited into the ranks of 
Japanese Wrestlers. 

Japanese fans were unsure at first about 
this English speaking Japanese woman, but 
as she started to distinguish herself in the 
ring, which she rapidly did, the doubts of 
the fans were overcome, 


The first time Maki Ueda and Yukari 





PANESE IDOLS UED 






















































QUARE OFF IN TAG TEAM B 
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Ueda is again air bound. At 6 feet and 187 pounds, Lynch had the physical advantage over the more petite Ueda, but Maki's experience 
helped make up the difference. 


Lynch appeared on the popular program 
**Police at Dawn’’ they caused a sensational 
uproar in Japan. 

Now recognized as leaders among women 
wrestlers internationally, Maki and Yukari 
deserve a special tribute. 


Ueda lets out a shriek and tries to hold on to the ropes to avoid being thrown across the 
ring by Lynch. (Left) Ueda prepares to toss Cheryl Day. 
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Lynch, who is half Japanese and half American, won the hearts of the fans and the respect of top grapplers like Ueda with her skill and 


(Left) Lynch is on the 
verge of submission as 
Ueda tightly maintains 
the Boston Crab, but 
Lynch's partner, Chery! 
Day, rushes to dislodge 
Maki. 


Lynch tries to trip up the 
agile Ueda. 
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All American 
Mike Hendrick 


By VICKIE GODDARD 


Rane a young athlete climbed 
into the squared circle and made his debut in 
professional wrestling. His instant Success 
and well-maneuvered tactics launched him 
On a career that was more than just a dream 
come true. Mike Hendrick is now a 
household word among southern wrestling 
fans. His popularity is growing each day and 
his fan appeal can only be described as one 
of constant enthusiasm. 





PHOTOS BY MIKE SHIELDS 


Standing five-feet, nine-inches tall and 
weighing two-hundred and fifteen pounds, 
Mike is a strong, well-built athlete, He has 
proven his courage against men such as Jerry 
Lawler, Rip Tyler, Tommy Gilbert, and the 
notorious butcher from Sudan who calls him- 
self Abdullah. These aggressive mercenaries 
of the mat found Mike to be a little more 
than they had expected, and as a result, 
Mike became known as an extremely capable 
and talented athlete. 





Mike Hendrick began his rise to stardom 
less than a year ago, but he immediately 
became a favorite of the fans. 


Since he began his rise to stardom less 
than a year ago, he has wrestled in Ok- 
lahoma, Tennessee, Alabama, Kentucky, and 
Florida. His plans include a tour of Japan, in 
the not too distant future. 

Mike became interested in the wrestling 
profession for several reasons. He competed 
in the amateur ranks for many years, 
constantly improving his unique style of 
wrestling. Later he attended the University 
of Alabama, at Tuscaloosa, where he ma- 
jored in business, Being an efficient 
photographer, he worked for several years 
shooting wrestling in his hometown of 
Mobile. It ,was at this time that Mike 
realized he himself had the potential to 
become a great wrestler. 

Starting out at a weight of one hundred 
and forty-five, the determined young man 
began a schedule of calisthenics, which he 
performed daily to tone up his muscles and 
give him the necessary strength. He 
continued his wrestling training with close 
friends Gorgeous George, Jr., and Ken 
Lueas. They lent Mike a helping hand and 
encouraged him as he learned the ropes of 
this brutal sport. Because of a constant effort 
on his part, Mike Hendrick is one of the best 
grapplers in the wrestling world today. 

Unlike many athletes, you will find Mike 
enjoys having fans around him. The friendly 
wrestler is never too busy for those who 
idolize him. **] encourage my young fans to 
come watch me,’’ he commented with a 
smile of sincerity. *‘They come to support 
me, and that’s what really makes me go out 
there and do my very best,’’ he added. 

At the present time, Mike is certainly 
gaining an advantage in this rugged sport. 
He loves to wrestle because he feels that 

(Continued on page 58) 


In the midst of a rough and tumble battle, 
Mike Hendrick prepares to send Dennis 
Hall flying. 
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In New Zealand 




















Singh demonstrates his plan for finishing off Antonio Inoki. 


By DAVE CAMERON 


Ds Isles of New Zealand, well known for their volcanic activ- 
ity, are currently erupting from a violence of a different sort—that 
of the sear-faced mat warrior from Hawaii, King Curtis. 
Since the time that Curtis attacked Steve Richard on a TV match 
and smashed his arm on the ring apron, dislocating his shoulder, 
Curtis has been a hated man, He put the New Zealand champion 
and his promoter out to action for several weeks, and Richard 
swears he will one day get even with *‘The Animal.” 
Steve Richard had been sitting in the commentary box with *‘On 
the Mat’s’’ Ernie Leonard when Curtis suddenly went mad. It was 
at this point that The Animal tore into Richard and smashed his 
arm stating that he did not recognize Richard and that he had no 
right to enter the ring in his street clothes. Said Curtis: **I have to 
defend myself at all times, and when an en- 
raged fan enters the ring I naturally smash 
him up. I had no idea it was Steve Richard 
who entered the ring,” 

Mark Lewin immediately sided with Steve 
and challenged Curtis, with the result being 
some of the greatest and bloodiest matches 
in New Zealand wrestling history. These two 

. One time business partners and friends have 
absolutely no respect for one another. 

Curtis is ably supported here by his regu- 
lar tag team partner Robert Bruce, from 
Scotland, a mean and moody grappler with 
vast experience. They also have on their side 
Brutus Mulumba, the big muscleman from 
Rhodesia, and the young New Zealand rising 
star, Red Wolf. 

Wolf is definitely a star in the making, 
and Curtis has taken the young grappler 
under his wing. Curtis says he will shortly 
let Red Wolf loose in the United States to 
quiet down some of the big villains. 

Mark Lewin has recently been joined by 
the sensational Hawaiian star Don Muraco, 


The mean and moody Robert Bruce is a 
grappler with vast experience. Hailing from 
Scotland, Bruce supports King Curtis in a 
feud which has exploded in the New Zea- 
land mat world. 
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the giant Magnificent Zulu, and the New 
Zealand mat sensation Big John Da Silva, so 
as you can imagine, there is a large scale 
war going on here in New Zealand with 
King Curtis's team against that of Mark Le- 
win. , 

Abdullah the Butcher has signed to return 
here presently to support Curtis, and no 
doubt Lewin will have some new reinforce- 
ments coming in also. 

With names like these appearing regularly 
here, it is no wonder that crowds of up to 
5,000 are being turned away from our halls. 

Don Muraco is proving one of the best 


matmen we have seen. The fans here love ~ 


his brilliant leg moves, the flying head sci- 
ssors, figure four leg locks, dropkicks, and 
.the aeroplane spin. Certainly a popular boy 
with the fair sex, Don looks set for a long 
stay here. 

Magnificent Zulu, the man with the fabul- 
ous muscles, has spent six months here and 
has fallen in love with New Zealand. He is 
currently in Australia, but hopes to return 
again next season, 

Young John Garea, brother of Tony (who 
is now in the U.S.) is benfitting from meet- 


ing all the American ‘boys, and is a big” 


favorite here. 
Barry Drage, another ex-muscleman and 
(Continued on page 64) 
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(Above Left) Also on Curtis’ side is the giant muscleman from Rhodesia, Brutus Mulumba. 
(Above Right) The King, himself. One night King Curtis went berserk in the ring and 
smashed Steve Richard's arm, precipitating hostility which has spread throughout the 


wrestling world Down Under. (Below) Don Muraco and the Giant Zulu get ready to enter 
the ring. 
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By NAT LOUBET 







Niison ROYAL the current Junior heavyweight champion as 
recognized by the National Wrestling Alliance has been on a world 
wide campaign to defend his title in most major NWA centers. It 
has been a long time since the NWA Jr. heavyweight championship 
wus defended outside of the Oklahoma-Louisiana-Mississippi cir- 
cuit. Since Royal won the championship in late 1976 he had de- 
fended his championship in such cities as: Tampa, Knoxville, Char- 
lotte, Portland, Vancouver, BC,, and Dallas, Texas. Nelson Royal 
is preparing to defend the championship in all the NWA areas 
uround the wrestling world. 

The team of Mr. Fugi and Professor Taru Tanaka are back to- 


gether once again, this time under the watchful eye of the toast of 


the coast, Freddie Blassie. The blond manager from Santa Monica, 
California, recently stated that his new tag team will regain the tag 
teum championship. from the current champions, Chief Jay 
Strongbow and Billy White Wolfe. and will hold it forever. Blassie 
claims that he and his new proteges have something special in Store 
for the Indians and any other tag teams. We'll have to wait and see 
what takes place... . 

Our veteran reporter und ace writer Gene Gordon recently in- 
formed us that the lovely Natasha is back in action after being on 
the retirement list for the last couple of years. The Russian lady is 
better than ever claims Mr. Gordon and a full story on the lady will 
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appear in a future issue of Ring Wrestling magazine written by 
Gene Gordon. That reminds me that he sent his list of photos that 
are available for sale. It took me nearly an hour to go through his 
vast catalog. Gene has been taking pictures since the mid 50’s and 
continues to take excellent shots both posed and action. If you want 
a copy of his list drop Gene a line at his new address: Gene 
Gordon, 411 East K Street, Newton, NC 28658. 

An interesting card took place on May 21 in St. Petersburg. 
Florida. The main event saw a world. title match for the NWA belt 
between’ current NWA champion Harley Race and Dusty Rhodes 
with the semi-final match being a title match for the WWWF 
championship between Billy Superstar Graham and Joe LeDuc. 
Over 6,800 fans packed the Bayfront Center to see his card. The 
main event went to a draw, while Billy Graham defeated LeDuc. It 
is the first time to our knowledge that both the NWA and WWWF 
champions defended their titles on the same card. 

Remember wrestling before the introduction of television? Sam 
Taub remembers very well; he should since he did the commentary 
on over 2500 radio matches back in the 1930°s. Radio matches only 
broadcasted what was going on in the ring. There were no inter- 
views like we have today. However, Sam Taub did host a weekly 
half hour radio show called “Hour of Champions,” where such 
wrestling personalities as Ed Strangler Lewis. Jimmy Londos, Jim 
Browning, Ray Steele, Toots Mondt, Rudy Miller, The Dusek 
Bros. Gus Sonnenberg and other wrestling stars appeared. Sam also 
acted as a publicity director for the Jack Pfefer promotions as well 
as being PR man for Jack Curley. Sam is 90 years old now, and 
continues to be active with his monthly column for Ring magazine. 
Speaking of Sam Taub brings to mind an item Tom Burke brought 
to our attention recently. Tom saw a photo of Sam Taub, flanked 
by Jimmy Londos and Jack Dempsey, on the wall of the Pub lo- 
cated at 45th Street and Eighth Avenue in New York. 

Harley Race is really keeping himself busy, In April he kept a 
hectic pace as he defended his title in such cities as Melbourne, 
Australia: Tampa, Florida; St. Louis. Missouri: Toronto, Canada: 
Atlanta, Georgia; Houston . Texas: Kansas City, Kansas and other 
points in the NWA circuit over a ten day period. Race is a top 
notch wrestler and champion and we will*be having an exclusive 
interview with the champion in a future edition of Ring Wrestling. 

A few days before the death of Antonio Rocca the wrestling 
world was saddened over the death of Bibber McCoy, Bibber was 
born Robert McCoy in Cambridge. Massachusetts. A_ real 
sportsman, the Bibber was active in baseball, football and wrestling 
as a youngster. He was one of the best in the business when wrestl- 
ing was minus the world of color and showmanship. Bibber passed 
away in early March in Buffalo, New York. His dear friend Mon- 
signor Kelliher, also an ex-wrestler, performed the funeral Mass. 

Wrestling fans in the Big Apple are excited over the upcoming 
second annual WHBI Wrestling Convention. This one day affair is 
run by Jimmy Mack, Jay Rosen and Skipper Dave Davis. 
November 19, 1977 is the scheduled date to be held at the 
Americana Hotel at 7th Avenue, and 53rd Street, NYC, NY. For 
more information send a stamped self addressed envelope to Wide 
World of Wrestling Convention, 80 Riverside Dr., NYC, NY 10- 
024. 

Sonny King is doing well in Lee Field’s Gulf Coast cir- 
cuit... Abe Jacobs is wrestling down in Georgia. . . . Bruno 
Sammartino recently wrestled in Houston and got big 
applause. . . .Bob Backlund is looking better every time he steps 
into the ring. 

The **San Francisco Chronicle’’ did an excellent feature on gal 
midget Darling Dagmar in its May 20, 1977 issue. The article gave 
an account of what it is like being a midget girl wrestler and told 
about Dagmar's various experiences inside and outside of the ring. - 

News from Japan says that Antonio Inoki will meet Chuck 
Wepner in a wrestling match. . . .Lovely Vicky Montrose is hop- 
ing to make her U.S, debut in the mid part of 1978. She will be a 
welcome addition to the girl wrestling scene. . . .Wrestling fans in 


NWA Jr. Heavyweight champion Nelson Royal has been defend- 
ing his title around the world. 
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Alaska recently paid $15.00 a head for their ringside seats. . . .Tito 
Montez continues to be the fans’ favorite in the South- 
west. .. .Terry Allen is not only a fine young wrestler, but also a 
very good commercial artist and free lancer. His work recently ap- 
peared in a copy of Oui magazine. . . .Billy the Kid recently yelled 
to a woman at a match in Springfield, Massachusetts, *‘Baby, 
you're looking at the Million Dollar Midget.” 

Word has it that Maurice Vachon is going to hang up his tights 
and take a job as.a public relations man with a brewery in his na- 
tive Quebec. His lovely sister Vivian is now retired from wrestling 
and is married to wrestler Buddy Wolfe. Brother Paul Vachon is 
active in the game and is seeing action down in the Gulf Coast 
States as well as in Southern California. 

Billy Robinson is back in the AWA territory. . . .Pat Patterson is 
making a big impression with the fans down in Florida. . . . Alexi 
Smirnoff is the new U.S. champion in San Francisco. . . .Bull 
Curry doing a lot of third man work in Texas while he continues to 
wrestle in the Michigan and Ohio area. 

Ernie Ladd is the IWA champion. . . .Ken Patera is one of the 
strongest men in pro wrestling. . . .Don Leo Jonathan is seeing ac- 
tion up in Vancouver. . . .Billy Anderson from Phoenix says he is 
going to be getting a new tag team partner who will cause a lot of 
excitement. . . .Mario Milano continues his world wide jaunts with 
a tour of Japan as we go to press. . . Jan Nelson is a protege of 
Vern Gagne’s training camp, 

Scandor Akbar has recently introduced two new masked men 
into the tag team scene. They are the Mysterious Masked Medics. 
These guys are really rough and are showing that they mean busi- 
ness, Their main goal is to secure the U.S. Title and then go after 
the world tag team championship. Akbar is confident that his 
wrestlers will reach their goals. 

Our friend and top writer Roger Deem is looking for old St. 
Louis Programs. You can contact Roger at 140 E. Pennsylvania, 
Jacksonville, Ill. 62650. 

Congratulations are extended to Mike Gratchner, newly ap- 
pointed publicity director for the American Wrestling Alliance. 
Mike is also the executive director for the Wrestling Fans Interna- 
tional Association. We'll be seeing a number of features in our 
magazines by Mike in the very near future. 


Word has it that Maurice “Mad Dog” Vachon is going to retire 
and take a job as a PR man in Quebec. 
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(Above) Bibber McCoy, a former mat man, appears with 
his protege Dick Daniels a few days before Bibber’s de- 
ath. (Below) Scotland's Vicky Montrose is getting ready 
to invade North American rings in the near future. 
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AMATEUR WRESTLING GROWS 


Amateur wrestling is gaining in popular- 
ity in such states as lowa, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Missouri, Ohio and other Mid- 
west and Central States. 

Professional wrestling promoters would 
be amazed to see the crowds that attend 
these amateur wrestling events. The re- 
turn to true and scientific wrestling is 
needed in the professional sport. Do 
away with the gimmicks and bring back 
some true wrestling. 

Gary Baltuch 
Flushing, NY 


ENJOYED GIRL ARTICLE 


For the last ten years | have bought 
your Ring Wrestling magazine and have 
always enjoyed it. The June 1977 issue 
included an article | really enjoyed. The 
article was entitled “Those Fabulous 
Women of Graeco-Roman” by Michel 
Bezy. It was most interesting and very 
historic. If it is possible, could you inform 
me of Michel Bezy's address. | would like 
to write to him and obtain some addi- 
tional information and if at all possible 
some photos. 

John Franklin 
Jenks, Oka. 


Editor’s Note: You can contact Michel 
Bezy by writing to him directly at the 
following address: Michel Bezy, “Les 
Genets”, 3, Rue de Chambord, 33600 
Pessac, France. 


MASKED HISTORY ARTICLE 
COMMENT 


In the June 1977 issue of Ring Wrestl- 
ing the article “The History of the Masked 
Wrestlers” proved to be interesting. | 
would like to add to that history. The De- 
vil, who wrestled in the 1930's, was 
Dutch Hefner. He also wrestled as “El 
Diablo” in the late 30's. 

Ernest Soderhren 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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CORRECTION IN MASKED 
WRESTLERS 


| would like to make a correction to 
Tom Burke's “History of the Masked 
Wrestlers.” The first girl wrestler to put 
on a hood was not the Black Orchid. In 
the 1930's and early 40’s there was a girl 
wearing a mask calling herself the Young 
Shadow. The most prominent of all girl 
masked wrestlers was Madam X, alias 
Mae Weston. 
Tom Roberts 
Springfield, Mass. 


BOB BACKLUND MAIN MAN FOR 
THIS FAN 


Superstar Billy Graham may have all 
the color and muscles and Ken Patera is 
all powerful and a great weightlifter, but 
neither of these wrestlers can compare to 
Bob Backlund. Bob is tops. He is the 
best wrestler to hit the Big Apple since 
Vern Gagne made his debut in the early 
part of 1951. Please do a feature story 
on Backlund in the true Ring Wrestling 
fashion. 

Alex Hirsch 
NYC, NY 


VERMONT HAS OLDEST STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


As the wrestling promoter for the state 
of Vermont, | would like to correct an 
item that appeared in your June 1977 
issue of Ring Wrestling magazine. A 
question was asked by a reader regard- 
ing what state had the oldest state 
championship. The answer was given 
that it was a toss up between the Texas 
and Florida State championships. | want 
to correct this error by informing your 
readers that the Green Mountain State 
Championship is the oldest in our nation. 
The Vermont title dates back to the days 
before the Civil War. 

Our current State Champion is Johnny 
War Eagle. He has held the title for three 
yars now and has defended the belt 
against such contendors as: Gilles “The 
Fish” Poisson, Hans Schmidt, Otto Von 
Heller, El Santos 1 & 2, Chris Colt, Tar- 








zan Tyler, Mike DuBois, Yashi Fuji, 
Frency Martin and others. 

lra Blow 

Burlinton, Vt. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Nat Loubet hit the nail right on the 
head when he said that some areas of 
the country deal too much with violent 
types of matches. The Russian Chain 
matches, matches with blindfolds or lights 
outs are all too crazy to be called profes- 
sional wrestling. The promoters who use 
these events should just turn around and 
present good clean wrestling for a 
change. | think that most fans would like 
to see real wrestling rather then some 
death type of matches. An example of a 
match | would like to see would be Nick 
Bockwinkle vs. Harley Race. Both are 
excellent wrestlers who have their own 
styles. 

Gary Long 
St. Paul, Mn 


GREAT CARD IN MISSOURI 


| recently attended a match in St. 
Louis, Missouri while there on business. 
| want to congratulate Mr. Sam Munchick 
for presenting a great card of profes- 
sional wrestling. Every wrestler was in~ 
great condition, and the matches were 
tops, minus the bizarre promotional gim- 
micks used by the wrestling promoter in 
my part of the country. | concur with Mr. 
Loubet that Sam Munchick is one of the 
top promoters in the United’ States and 
Canada. | only wish that other promoters 
would follow his example. 

Eddie Harrison 

Someplace, USA 
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MALE 


. BILLY SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
. HARLEY RACE 

. NICK BOCKWINKLE 

. BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


BOB BACKLUND 


. ROCKY JOHNSON 
. BILLY ROBINSON 
. TERRY FUNK 

. IVAN KOLOFF 

10. 
3 SS 
12. 
13. 
14, 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


RAY STEVENS 
STAN HANSEN 
DUSTY RHODES 
ALEXI SMIRNOFF 
PETER MAIVIA 
RIC FLAIR 

THE SHEIK 

LORD AL HAYES 
ANTONIO INOKI 
PAT PATTERSON 
MIL MASCARSAS 
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FEMALE 


. FABULOUS MOOLAH 
. SUSAN GREEN 

. SANDY PARKER 

- TONI ROSE 

. JEAN ANTONE 

. NATASHA 

. VICKIE WILLIAMS 

. SUE BRITTIAN 

. JOYCE GRABLE 

10. 
. DONNA CHRISTANELLO 
. SANDY PARTLOW 

- BELLE STARR 

. TERRY SHANE 

. JANE O’BREIN 

. LELANI KAI 

- DAISY MAE 

- CHERYL DAY 

. JANET DOYLE 

. LADY SATAN 


VIOLET RAY 


Performances and evidence of 
possibility here of mistaking popu 









Ine Ratings are based on performance not only between 
issues of this publication but upon the overall records of the wrestlers. 
skilis are the paramount guides. There’s no 
larity for technical merit. 


TAG TEAMS 


. CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW and 


BILLY WHITE WOLF 


. PROFESSOR TARU TANAKA 


and MR. FUGI 


. KURT and KARL VON 


STEIGER 


. GENE and OLE ANDERSON 
. BLACK GORDMAN and 


GREAT GOLIATH 


. MYSTERIOUS MEDICS 
. VERN GAGNE 


and THE 


CRUSHER 


. CUBAN ASSASSINS 
. MR. WRESTLING #1 and #2 
. TONY GAREA and 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 


. LARRY LANE and 


KEITH HART 


. HANK JAMES and 


ED GEORGE 


. JIM BRUNZELL and 


GREG GAGNE 


. AL MADRIL and 


PEPPER GOMEZ 


. BOUNTY HUNTERS 
. ROYAL KANGAROOS 
. JESSE VENTURA and 


BUDDY ROSE 


. PEDRO MORALES and 


BILLY FRANCIS 


. HANS SCHRODER 


and STANKE 
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KEVIN AND FRITZ VON ERICH 
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In a breath taking exhibition, Karate Master Ki Yoon Yi broke two boards simultaneously with a flying double front kick. 


1977 OPEN KARATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNEY 


By MAURICE J. MILLER 





_ 








K give master S. Henry Cho’s 13th annual classic tournament 
was a total crowd pleaser. It displayed precision packed with good 
fighting exhibitions and will timed karate and kung fu 
demonstrations. The expertise of master Cho prevailed throughout 
the entire show held at the Felt Forum of Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, March 12th 1977, Many well known karate and 
Kung fu masters performed entertaining and exciting feats of martial 
arts, between the fights. 

Eleven hundred competitors and participants from all parts of the 
United States, Canada and Puerto Rico came to compete in this 
event, the largest and best tournament on the east coast. Men, wo- 
men, and children, ages six to fifty competed for the highly 
coveted trophies and championship titles. 

Master Cho received a personal letter from the mayor of Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, hand delivered by Danny Ortiz, a former karate stu- 
dent of Master Cho. Mr. Ortiz, who now has his own school in 
Puerto Rico, brought twenty-one of his own students from Puerto 
Rico to demonstrate basic karate techniques at the forum. 

Two young girls from the Carlos Santiago kung fu school 
performed simultaneous, but separate, kung fu stick fighting forms 
for two minutes. When they began to clash their sticks together 
with blocking and countering techniques, they no longer looked 
like little girls, but like tough martial artists. 

The first fighting match was for the junior division (under 16 
years of age). Thomas Shinn’s technical versatility over Bobby 
Hong helped him to win the junior division fighting title. 

Carmen Garcia (brown belt) gave Joanna Needham (black belt) a 
good fight for the women’s division title. Carmen was winning 1-0, 
with seconds to go to end the match, when Joanna managed to tie 
the score with a reverse punch to the face of Carmen. In a sudden 
death overtime, Joanna Needham won the women’s division title 





Eight-year-old David Weissman won the hearts of the spectators 
as he demonstrated his title winning breathing Kata. 
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with a round house kick to the face of Carmen. 


With the influx of women studying martial 
arts, we will soon find more women compet- 
ing in tournaments. I predict that by 1978, 
some women will demand to be allowed to 
fight in the men’s divisions. I have seen sev- 
eral women fighters who would definitely 
shake up some of the men in their own 
weight divisions. 

The senior black belt division (36 years of 
age or older) pitted Dennis Kelly, age 36, 
(owner of a Fred Astaire dance studio) 
against George Walcott, age 51, (an over the 
road trucker). Dennis wore a lavender 
colored Gi, causing many eyebrows to lift in 
the audience. However, Dennis’s fighting 
moves brought them down. Dennis literally 
danced his way to victory over George Wal- 
cott. George was unable to score against the 
fast moving Dennis, who scored a second 
point with a last second kick to win the 
senior men’s black belt title. 

David Weissman an eight year old karate 
student of Ralph Chiriso of New Jersey, 
performed his junior division title winning 
breathing kata, bare chested, This was the 
twelfth consecutive tournament win for 
young David. His facial expressions and 
discipline also won the hearts of the audi- 
ence, 

Milagros Van Clief, who won the wo- 
men’s division title for kata was unable to 
perform due to a leg injury she received 
fighting in the women’s division. 

The first men’s blackbelt fight saw 
heavyweights John Asencio and Marvin 
MeWilson fighting as though it were for the 
grand championship title. It was by far the 
most exciting match of the evening. With the 
score six to three in favor of McWilson and 
time running out, Ascencio scored two 
successive points. McWilson made the final 

(Continued on page 58) 
Grand Champion Mike Warren, second row 
left, poses with the rest of the champions 


of the 1977 All American Open Karate 
Championship Tournament. 
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(Above) Joanna 
Needham scores with 
a round house to win 
the women’s fighting 
championship 

against Carmen Gar- 
cia. (Right) Mike War- 
ren blocks a punch 
from Marvin 
McWilson to score 
and win the Grand 
Champion title. 





Karate Master Choon Shik Kim chops an 
iron pump handle in half with his bare 
hand. 











By TOM BURKE 





The Dean Ho fan club, under the fine direc- 
tion of David Garofalo, has been in opera- 
tion for some two and a half years. 


M, mail box has been overflowing with 
wrestling fan club publications, photo- 
graphers” samples, requests from fans want- 
ing correspondence with other fans, wrestl- 
ing services and many other items of interest 
that make up this column. 

Before I begin my review of the current 
wrestling fan club publications I want to tell 
you about an exciting record that is available 
from Wrestling Superstar. Joe Starbin has re- 
leased a 83 rpm recorded interview with the 
world’s number one wrestling manager, THE 
GRAND WIZARD! Order your record by 
sending your $1.75 to Joe Starbin, 3413 Ar- 
thur Street, Philadelphia, Pa 19136. 

The team of David Garofalo and Paul An- 
tonelli head the Dean Ho Fan Club. The re- 
cent bulletin, **The Happy Hawaiian,” was 
well done and the new format and printing 
style is a great improvement. Professionally 
offset the recent #8 of the club’s bulletin 
contained latest news on Dean, as well as 
news, gossip and tid bits. Dean Ho Fan Club 
button, a club pencil, a bumper sticker with 
Dean's picture on it, a 3X5 photo of Dean, 
a 5X7 photo of Dean and his friend and tag 
team partner, Tony Garea, a membership 
card and six (6) bi-monthly bulletins filled 
with news of Dean for $4.00 a year. The 
club address is in care of David Garofalo, 13 
Griswold St., Everett, Mass. 02149. 

The Professional Wrestling Scene is the 
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name of a new publication edited by Jimmy 
Berkley, 6 Cunningham Circle, Taylors, SC 
29687. The first issue is nine pages that con- 
tain results, news, clips, editorial, ratings, 
pinup, features and a very impressive list of 
champions from all around the United States 
and Canada. If you would like to try a copy 
of TPWS send fifty cents to Jimmy and ‘he'll 
send you a copy of his latest bulletin. 

Tony Valotta of 115 Arden Drive, Glen- 
shaw, Pa. 15116 is the president of the 
newly formed World Wide Special Delivery 
Jones Fan Club. Eight pages made up the 
first issue of the club’s bulletin. Club dues 
are $4.00 a year and contain four bulletins a 
year, plus a posed photo of S.D. Jones and a 
news sheet. For more information on the 
club I suggest that you drop Tony a line. 

Global Wrestling continues to be the 
number one wrestling fan service around. A 
recent copy of the monthly newsletter issued 
by Global Wrestling carried wrestling results 
from such major wrestling centers as: At- 
lanta, Georgia; Tokyo, Japan; Toronto, 
Canada: Phoenix, Arizona; Halifax, Nova 
Scotia; Memphis, Tennessee; Melbourne, 
Australia: St. Louis, Missouri; San Fran- 
cisco, California; Madison Square Garden, 
NYC, NY.; Auckland, New Zealand; Port- 
land, Oregon: Detroit, Mich.; Anchorage, 
Alaska; Los Angeles, Calif.; Minneapolis, 
Minn., and many other wrestling centers. 
Along with wrestling results the newsletter 


The Grand Wizard holds a copy of 
the recently released interview he re- 
corded with Wrestling Superstar’s 
Joe Starbin. 
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This photo of Chief Jay Strongbow is only 
one of the many excellent photographs 
available from Joe Cefala. 


also contains a nostalgia feature. This news- 
letter is available for only 25¢ plus a 
stamped self-addressed envelope by writing 
to Global Wrestling, 31 Groveland St., 
Springfield, Mass. 01108. 

Ms Sheila Thibodeau of 5 Coolidge Rd., 
Chicopee, Mass. 01013 continues to put out 
an enjoyable bulletin entitled **Tomahawk” 
in honor of Indian Billy White Wolf. Mem- 
bers receive bi-monthly bulletins, member- 
ship card, pictures, pencils and a Billy White 
Wolf Badge. All this for only $3.00. 

A new bulletin called World Wrestling by 
Robert Bernstein and Gary Fitzsimmons is 
now ready. The first copy contained thirty 
pages of photo-stated wrestling material. I 
enjoyed the context of the first bulletin since 
it was well done and informative, I do hope 
that Robert and Gary will be able to find 
some other form of printing. The cost of a 
single copy of World Wrestling is only 50¢. 
Club address is World Wrestling, 36 Maple 
Ave., Cederhurst, NY 11516. 

Joe Tisone continues to put out a fine club 
bulletin for Joltin’ Joe Palardy. The second 
issue of the Joltin’ Joe bulletin contained ten 
page including a full cover photo of Joe. 
Other features in the bulletin contained latest 
news and results_on Joe, ratings, gossip 
page, quiz page, a wrestling poll, features on 
TV wrestling from Texas as well as a special 
report on St. Louis Wrestling. Dues are 
$2.50 a year and the club address is 1846 
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Pinion Ave., Canon City, Co. 81212. 

- Wrestling °77 is a bulletin printed on both 
sides to give the reader a total of 18 pages of 
wrestling news. Joe Shedlock is the editor of 
the bulletin and the publication is available 
for 75¢ plus a stamped self addressed en- 
velope. A i copy of Wrestling "77 con- 
tained wrestling results from all around the 
US and Canada as well as ratings. Club ad- 
dress is: PO Box 607, Greensburg, Pa 
15601, 

Ray Baka of 759 E 200 St., Euc- 

lid, Ohio 44119 continues to issue 

bulletin honoring Don ‘‘Bulldog” 

Kent. The current bulletin issued by 

the dog house (club headquarters) 

was action packed with news, com- 
ments, features, photos, results on 

Don Kent. Send in 75¢ for a sample 

copy. 

Greg Mosorjak recently sent me his Inside 
the Squared Circle publication. Price is 50¢. 
Address is: 539 Dorothy Ave., Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania 15906. Five pages made up the 
recent bulletin and contained an editorial, 
profile on Rick Flair, results, news, ratings 
and more. The publication is issued monthly 
and is well worth the 50¢ since editor 
Mosorjak gives a very good over all look at 
the wrestling scene. 

Minneapolis Mania is the name of 

the bulletin issued by Rick Crosby. 
Rick has included material from 
other areas in the country. Try a 
copy by sending 50¢ to Rick at 3320 
Xenwood, Minneapolis, Mn 55416. 
Don't forget to include a first class 
stamp with your fifty cents when you 
order a bulletin from Rick. 

A new club is the Bob Armstrong Fan 
Club under the direction of Jim Cornette, 
12800 Urton Lane, Middletown, Kentucky 
40423. A recent issue of the club’s bulletin, 
Bob’s Brigade contained 16 pages of wrestl- 
ing news, photos, clips, gossip, editorial 
comment and much more. Drop Jim a line 
with a stamped self addressed envelope and 
he will send you all the information on the 
club for Big Bob Armstrong. 

Wrestling At Its Best is the bulletin issued 
by Marino Hayneswort, 106 Cooper Drive, 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Fourteen pages of 
wrestling news, photos, comments, gossip, 
results and more were in the first issue. Pro- 
fessionally printed this bulletin sells for a 
buck. If you like a wrestling bulletin with a 
magazine format then try this one. 

Roger Deem continues to put out an excel- 
lent publication called the Squared Circle. 
Issue #5 contained over 30 pages of top 
class wrestling material. Roger’s editorial 
campaign to bring attention to the so-called 
“apartment girl wrestling’’ junk that has ap- 
peared in some wrestling publication was 
well done with his photo feature and story 
on ‘‘Outhouse Wrestling." The Squared Cir- 
cle is available by sending 75¢ to Roger at 
140 E Pennsylvania, Jacksonville, 11] 62650. 

62650. 

Wrestling is the name of the bul- 
letin by John Lawson. New price is 
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55¢ per issue. very good. Address 
is: 618 S. Center St., Terre Haure, 
Indiana 47807. 

Tom Savage has advised me that he has 
given up the AWA Report. We are sorry to 
see this publication terminate. 

Wrestling Stampede, Dale Nesmith, 3702 
S. Wallace St., Chicago, Illinois 60609, 75¢ 
a copy, contains quite a bit of news. 

Three Rivers Wrestling, Ken Jugan, Pres., 
434 Ohio Ave., Glassport, Pennsylvania 
15045, For indepth wrestling information 
from the whole of the nation this is your bul- 
letin. Send Ken 75¢ plus a first class stamp 
for his great publication, 

Larry Hennig Fan Club, Ms Jean Ped- 
dyoardt, Pres., 409 North 16th St., 
Moorhead, Minn. 56560. An excellent bulle- 
tin on the Axe Man. 75¢ will bring you a 
fine account of Larry as well as news and 
comments. 

Pedro Morales has a fan club under the di- 
rection of Doug McLeer,.24 Charles St., 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Dough continues 
to publish a news packed bulletin on the ac- 
tions of the former WWWF king. 

Stan Hansen Fan Club, Tim Norwood is 
the president, 649 Prospect Apt 1-A., 
Chicopee, Mass 01020. Four dollars a year 
for membership. 

Mat Forum sells for 75¢ a single issue, 
printed on 8X14 size paper, on both sides, 
photos, news, comments, results, special fea- 
tures and more. Rich Barnett is the editor. 
His address is 622 Capore Way, Baltimore, 


_ Maryland 21224. 


Boston and Providence Ringpost continues 
to be one of my favorite bulletins. A recent 
issue contained a feature on Antonino Rocca, 
Ken Patera, Gossip, special items, and a lot 
more of this New England based publication. 
Fifty-five cents will give you the low down 
on the wrestling scene in New England. 
Drop your money to Paul Nonnenmacher, 
Jr., 10 Naples Ave., Providence, RI 02908. 

Within The Squared Ring is the bulletin 
issued by Kathy Dowd. A bulletin loaded 
With photos, news, comments, gossip, a bit 
of nostalgia and more. For more information 
contact Kathy at: 1368 LaFayette #9, Den- 
ver, Col, 80203. 

Now to the pen pal section: 


Tony Norderg, Box 183, Orgorphille. 
Wis., 53576 wants to hear from fans from 
Moline, [ll., Minot, North Dakota, Mar- 
quette, Michigan, Fargo, North Dakota; Jeff 
Le Mond, 3908 W 32nd St., Anderson, 
Ind., 46011, wants to hear from fans from 
St. Louis, Mo., Chicago, Ill., Miami, 
Florida and Dick The Bruiser fans. 

Jim Evans would like to contact Rudy 
Hoffman whose last known address was in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. Jim would also 
like to hear from serious fans that are in- 
terested in masked wrestlers. His address is: 
Box 260, Rd #1, Claysville, Pa 15323. 

Henry Dufrane, RFD 1, Dundee Road, Ft. 
Covington, N.Y. 12937, would like to trade 
wrestling cassettes. 

Donny Liable, RD 1, Burlington Flats, 


N.Y. 13315, would like to hear from fans 
around the world. 

Now to our fist of approved photo- 
graphers. 

Joe Cefala, 127 Glenbridge Ave., Provi- 
dence. RI 02909 has a fine selection of 
WWWEFE stars on his impressive photo list. A 
copy of his work is seen in this column with 
a photo of Chief Jay Strongbow. 

Kathy Dowd, 1368 L Fayette #9, Denver, 
Colorado 80203 has a good number of black 
and white and color photos of AWA stars. 
Send for her list by sending her a stamped 
self addressed envelope. 

Ring correspondent, Bill Fordham of 1348 
Nashville St., San Diego, Calif 92110 has 
put out an interesting list of wrestling pic- 
tures from Southern California. 

Fan club presidents, photographers, fans 
are invited to use this column to make their 
services, clubs and wants known to the 
wrestling world. Send all your correspon- 
dence. photos. fan club material to my atten- 
tion. The Ring Wrestling Mugazine, 120 W. 
31st St., New York, N.Y. 10001. 
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@ By PHILIP M.LOMBARDO ®@ 
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Ain Baltimore, Md. at the Civic Center, Superstar Billy 
Graham pinned Bruno Sammartino for the World Wide 
Wressing Federation Heavyweight Championship. It was a 
very controversial decision because at the time of the Hal 
Superstar had both feet on the ropes, bul the referee didn't 
see it. In other bouts that seals S.D, Jones defeated 
Johnny Redz, Nicolai Volkoft beat Jan Nelson, Ken Patera 
downed Ted Adams, Billy White Wolf beat Doug Gilbert, Jay 
Strongbow defeated Baron Sicluna and Baron Yon Raschke 
drew with Tony Garea, 

A week later at the New Haven Coliseum, in the main 
event Superstar Billy Graham successfully defended his litle 
by Bearhugging Billy White Woif in 10:43, In other matches 
Ivan Putski defeated Ken Patera when special referee Gorilla 
Monsoon stopped the bout because of excessive bleeding by 
Patera at 17:35. Carlos Rocha won over Jan Nelson and 5.D- 
Jones beat Frank Monroe, Tony Garea and Larry ray Sai 
trounced Stan Stasiak and Baron Sicluna while Pete Shan- 
chez bea! Mike Santacapito and Johnny Rivera drew with 
Johnny Rodz. 

athe foeene weekend in Massachusetts at the Boston 
Gardens, Bruno Sammartino made his first appearance since 
losing his title. Bruno took on the vicious George “The Ani- 
mal” Steele, but in this bout Bruno was more vicious than 
Steele and lost the bout on a disqualification. Superstar Billy 
Graham, the WWWF champ, defeated Tony Garea in an excit- 
ing bout for the title. Ken Patera beat Jay Strongbow; S.D- 
Jones won by 2 disqualification over Baron Sicluna Johnny 
ee drew with Don Serrano and Johnny Rivera beat Jan 

elson. 

aWrestling returned to Madison Square Garden, N.Y. 
with an exciting card. Billy Graham made his first appearance 
at MS.G, since returning to the area and successfully de- 
fended his title by pinning Gorilla Monsoon in 9:35. 

In the semi-main event Bruno Sammartino on the comeback 
trail gave George “The Animal’ Steele a brutal beating. The 
referee st the match declaring Steele was unable to 
continue. This earned Bruno a rematch with Billy Graham. and 
Chief Jay Strongbow fought to a bloody 20 minute draw, Tony 
Garea and Larry Zbyszko defeated Stan Stasiak and Nicolai 
Volkotf in two straight falls. Ivan Putski went to an exciting 20 
minute draw with ‘on von Raschke; Carlos Rocha pinned 
Jan Nelson, Billy White Woll pinned Rocky Tomayo and N.Y. 
Sod football star, Ron Mikolajczyk, pinned Gashouse Doug 

t. 

aSeveral newcomers haye come to the WWWE in the last 
few months, they are; Bob Backlund, George Steele, Billy 
Graham, the new world champ, Peter Maivia, Toru Tanaka 
and Mister Fugi. Fugi and Tanaka former F tag team 
Champs have come back to the area to get a tite shot agai 
the present champs Billy White Wolf and Chief Jay 
Strongbow. Mr. Fugi has held many titles in his impressive 
Career, some of those are: The Georgia Stale tag team title 
and Texas tag team championship with Professor Toru 
Tanaka. He has held the Hawaiian 7.7. title with King Curtis 
and in individual action has held the US. championship in 
San Francisco, and the Far East title. Professor Tanaka has 
an equally impressive record. Some of his titles include the 
America’s title, Trans-Asialic title, the North American tite, the 
International Tag Team title with Mitsu Arakawa, etc. Fugi and 
Tanaka have all the necessary qualifications to become the 
new WWWE tag team champions. 

aPeler Maivia, the exciting wrestler from Samoa, has been 
thrilling the fans on the east coast for some months now with 
his quick action packed style of wrestling. His popularity has 
been growing each day as he wins matct) after match, During 
his succ | career has held the U.S, and Texas Iitles 
and the World tag team litle with Pat Patterson, 
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“FOnZO” Fargo Hit the To 
With Frills, but NO “FUZZ 


By BILL PRINCE 


D. Fargo, born and raised in New York's Hells Kitchen, 
came up the hard way in streets where he learned to kick, stomp, 
bite and bang heads. He learned that to survive, you had to be 
tough and take what you want. 

Fargo had no formal education to speak of. He had dropped out 
of school at an early age. He fought in the streets, in gangs, and 
got into all kinds of trouble. He didn’t know what it was to have 
three square meals a day like other kids his age had. While others 
were graduating from high schools with plans for college or good 
jobs, Farbo was graduating from the school of hard knocks and a 


Don “Fonzo” Fargo 
looked like Mr. Nice 
Guy (upper right) 


when he started pro 
wrestling as Mr. 
America, but Fonzo, 
wearing his Brass 
Knucks trophy (below 
left) has found vio- 
lence very useful. 


tough life to survive. 





Fargo found himself in trouble repeatedly and finally was sent 
to prison. While there, he became interested in wrestling. Having 
not attended school he didn’t participate in any kind of scholastic 
sports. However, Fargo worked out seriously in prison and when 
released, he knew what he wanted to do in life. 

Since he had no amateur experience and could not go back to 
school, he started attenting the YMCA and Boys Club programs to 
learn wrestling. He felt that with his street fighting expreiences and 
with proper training, he could make it big in the wrestling ring. 
Fargo always had a terrific build. With increased training and 
workouts, he carried a solid 245 pounds on his 5’ 11” frame. 
Through the years, Fargo maintained his sturdiness and is a fanatic 
on body condition, That is one of the reaons Fargo has been so 
successful throughout his wrestling career. 

After prison, Fargo wanted to get into professional wrestling, but 
didn’t have any contacts. He found getting into wrestling was dif- 
ficult, and at times became disgusted. He started following the cir- 
cus and carnival circuits where wrestling matches were held. Fargo 
would wait until the matches were over and then challenge the 
winners. : 

Fargo was very successful in those matches. Meanwhile his 
wrestling ability and knowledge of the sport was growing steadily. 

Al Haft, wrestling promoter in Columbus, Ohio, was at one of 
Fargo’s matches and approached him after a match. Haft signed 
Fargo to his first professional match. Fargo won handily. Haft was 
sO impressed that he suggested he change his name to Mr. 
America. When Mr. America appeared in the arenas, the fans 
would stand and cheer for their hero. His super body structure was 
the envy of every red-blooded American boy. 

While wrestling in the Midwest, Fargo met a young wrestler 
named Ray Stevens and they became close friends and decided to 
team up. Their closeness showed in the ring as they defeated every 
Opposing tag team they met. They moved on to New York and 
changed their names to the Stevens Bros. They eliminated all of 
their competition and became world tag team champions in 1953. 
They met and destroyed all challengers and held the title for two 
years. 

After losing the title, the Stevens Bros. decided to dissolve the 
partnership. Fargo was out on his own name when he met up with 
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The pretty faces you see here show the many sides and tag team partners of Don “Fonzo"’ Fargo during his wrestling career. Fargo has 
been a tough customer whether appearing alone or with his team buddies. 
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Even the French Foreign Legion wasn't safe when Fargo, left, 
and Rene Goulet teamed up and wrestled as The Legionaires. 


The pair became one of the most feared tag teams both here and 
abroad. 


his brother, Jackie Fargo, and became one of the true brother 
teams. The Fargo Brothers became sensations in a short time and 
acquired the world tag team titles. They banged heads, dished 
out hard knocks and defeated all available opponents. They held 
the world tag team title for eight years. Fargo, becoming rest- 
less, decided that he wanted to make it on his own again and let 
Jackie make a bigger name for himself. Fargo preferred to win sin- 
gle titles to get all of the recognition for himself. 

Fargo, wrestling by himself, found it tough winning titles and 
success Was coming rather slowly. He decided that he needed a part- 
ner. A wrestler named Jimmy Bagis wrestling in Tennessee learned 
that Don was looking for a partner, so they teamed up as the Fargo 
Bros. 

They wrestled though the South, but couldn't get things going 
their way. They were having trouble with the fans and soon be- 
came disgusted, They decided to leave the South and head West. 
They met Al **Spider’* Galento in Houston, Texas. and changed 
their names to the famous Dalton Brothers. Fargo, now wrestling 
as Jack Dalton, was usually the spokesman for the team. With the 
help of manager Galento, the Daltons became the most feared tag 
team in the Southwest. They created havoc in the rings and most 
lag teams were hesitant to get into the ring with them. 
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Manager Al “Spider Galento is flanked by Fargo, left, and 
Jimmy Bagis when the pair were wrestling as the tag team called 
the Dalton Brothers. They were so violent many teams avoided 
going against them. 


Fargo again wanted to make it on his own and once more found 
that success was not coming his way. He was still wrestling under 
the name of Jack Dalton, One night after a match in the South, 
Jack met a young man named Dickie Stevens. They decided to 
team up, and so the famous Daltons rode again in Louisiana. 

The Daltons packed the arenas throughout the South for years. 
The fans booed them for using rough house tatics in the ring. Jack 
declared **We will do anything that we have to do to win our 
matches."” They won all of their matches without any difficulty. 
Jack, becoming discontented, decided to go his way once more. So 
the Daltons split up and Jack went his own way again. 

Fargo, still wrestling as Jack Dalton, met a newcomer of the 
wrestling world named Chris Colt. The inexperienced Colt trained 
under Jack for weeks. Jack taught Colt all he knew about breaking 
rules and winning matches. Finally, having their timing together as 
a tag team, they moved on to the Midwest and started their winning 
ways. They got top billing and became one of the top paid tag 
teams in the country. Promoters were booking them in all the major 
arenas. 

Jack and Colt decided to split up and go their separate ways. 
Jack went out West where he later met Greg Valentine, Johnny’s 

(Continued on page 63) 
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By JACQUELINE Mil Mascaras is down, but it’s “Gashouse” Gilbert who is in trouble during their Madison 
NAPOLITANO Square Garden match. Gilbert is unable to conceal the pain. 


N.. long ago the very popular and ex- 
tremely talented Mexican sensation, Mil 
Mascaras, made a long, overdue appearance 
in New York's Madison Square Garden. 

Mascaras had not been seen there since 
February 26, 1973, when he met and easily 
defeated the tough veteran Buddy Wolf in 
12:04. Since that time Mascaras had been 
traveling around the country, facing quite an 
array of talent. The closest that the sensa- 
tional masked man came to the New York 
aréa were several appearances in Roosevelt 
Stadium in New Jersey with the I,W.A. 

With the disbanding of that organization, 
many people felt they would never have the 
chance to see Mascaras again. But were they 
surprised when the sensational Mexican was 
announced to make an appearance in Madi- 
son Square Garden! 

Prior to the battle, Doug **Gashouse’’ 
Gilbert, Mascaras’ opponent for the eve- 
ning, made several remurks about his upcom- 
ing match with the Mexican. *‘I think that 
mun should stay in Mexico,’’ Gilbert stated. 
“This is the old question of a good small 
mun against a superior big man. Mil Mas- 
caras is a good wrestler but he’s small, not 
as strong as me, and simply not as good a 
wrestler as me. I know that I can defeat 
him anytime, anyplace, anywhere. Anyone 
who has ever seen me in action knows that I 
can do anything that Mil Mascaras can do 
and also many things that he can’t do. I can 
jump off the top rope. I've done flying head 
scissors, body blocks, flying tackles. Any- 
thing Mil Mascaras can do, I can do better, 
and this 1 will prove.” 

Although there were quite a few top notch 
matches on the Madison Square Garden 
card, it was fairly obvious that a large [Po PEyy yer acknowledges 
portion of the crowd had come to see the [iil T se Ret) Gis Tes Urs 
Mil Mascaras-Gashouse Gilbert confrontation. fiubstare mA 

Prior to the battle, Mascaras spoke to this 
reporter at the Garden. *‘First of all, it’s nice 
to be back in New York and I want to give 
my best to all the fans who have stayed be- 
hind me and supported me for so many years 
now. Tonight I hope to show them a little 
something when I face this guy Gilbert, I 
understand that he’s a tough wrestler, a 
strong mun, but I’ve faced big, tough, strong 
men before and I feel that I will have no 
more trouble dgainst him than against anyone 
else | have ever faced. When the bell rings I 
will just go out there and do what I know 
best, and in the end I hope to come out the 
winner!" 

After the several matches were completed 
a hush came over the huge arena as 
Gushouse Gilbert made his way to the ring. 
Now the fans were up on their feet awaiting 
the emergence of one of the all-time greats, 
Mil Mascaras. Mascaras came in to the ring 
decked out in a tan bolero jacket with a red, 
White, black and yellow scarf tied around his 
neck, silver tights, and a huge sombrero. As 

(Continued on page 65) 


OCTOBER, 1977 ye 





Russ Francis, wrestler and football player. 
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~ RUSS FRANCIS 


Mov: over Bruno Sammartino. Move 
gver Nick Bockwinkel. Move over Harley 
Race. The young lions of wrestling are here 
to take your places. 

Among these many upcoming young 
wrestlers on the scene today is Russ Francis. 
Francis, who hails from Hawaii, is the son 
of the great Ed Francis. Russ has made his 
name known throughout the wrestling world. 
Yet this is only part of his world. Francis is 
most widely known as the tight end for the 
New England Patriots football team. He was 
a standout in last year’s play-offs, almost 
boosting his team into the super bowl. 

During the off season, Francis has been 
active as a top professional wrestler. When 
he began over a year ago, Russ was im- 
mediately taken to heart by fans all over the 
country. His good looks and natural 
charisma made him an instant success with 
the ladies. And to top that off, his wrestling 
ability was truly remarkable. In fact, since 
his debut in A.W.A. territory, he has been 
nothing short of sensational. He has chalked 
up win after win in cities throughout the na- 
tion. 

After the 1976-77 pro football season 
came to a close, Russ donned his wrestling 
trunks and once more ventured into the 
A.W.A. territory in hopes of proving himself 
to area fans. 

Having earned a superb record during the 
previous year, many grapplers refused to 
meet Francis. Russ wanted the toughest pos- 
sible opponents, Finally one promoter found 
a top-flight wrestler to accept Francis’s chal- 

lenge. Bob Backlund eagerly agreed to face 
Francis as soon as possible. 

This match between two of wrestling’s 
finest young stars drew much attention in the 
weeks following the announcement. 
Backlund flew in from the East Coast for 
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RUNS 


By ROGER DEEM 





Russ Francis, tight end on the New England Patriots football team, uses a throw to send 


Bob Backlund across the ring. 


this bout and was welcomed with cheers. 

Francis was also greeted with cheers, 
perhaps even more than Backlund. Russ was 
quite a famous man in the A.W.A., while 
Backlund had not appeared in the midwest 
for several months and many fans did not 
remember him. 

The match promised to be one of the 
finest scientific clashes in recent history be- 
tween two champions of the future. Fans 
flocked to the arena for this encounter. Fran- 
cis and Backlund shook hands before the 
bout, much to the fans’ pleasure. 

Francis began the action with a series of 
arm locks and hip tosses. Backlund coun- 
tered with headlocks and armdrags. Each 


man refused to let the other gain control. 
Francis finally managed to secure a hammer- 
lock on Backlund. Russ used a 
hammerlock-half nelson combination to at- 
tempt a pin, but the burly Backlund threw 
him off. Francis followed up with a bone- 
shattering body slam, but Backlund coun- 
tered with a leg split. 

Bob used the legsplit to weaken Francis, 
who was now on the mat in agony. Francis 
managed to grab Backlund’s head and roll 
him into a small package hold. Bob broke 
loose, but was quickly trapped in a vise-like 
body scissors. Russ screwed his thumbs into 
Bob's ears and then applied a ‘*keester 
bump.”’ He repeated this maneuver twice. 
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Backlund finally managed to twist around 
and apply a leg lock, but they rolled into the 
ropes. 

Backlund’s temper flared a bit and he 
slapped Francis. Russ came to grips with 
Bob and forced him into the ropes, where he 
planted a forearm on Backlund’s jaw. Both 
men eyed each other, then Bob extended his 
hand and the two shook again. 

As the clock ran down, both men tried 
several pinning attempts. Backlund came 
very close with a backslide, while Francis 
nearly won by reversing a boston crab into a 
cradle. However, the time limit expired and 
the referee ruled the bout a draw. Francis 
and Backlund embraced and each raised: the 
other’s hand in victory, They both left the 
ting amid thunderous applause. 

After the bout was over, each man sho- 
wered and dressed. Francis made some 
comments about the match. 

“That was quite a match,”’ Francis said. 
**He is certainly one of the greatest wrestlers 
in the world. I was very pleased to have 





been a part of a match like that. Bob Backlund prepares to bring Francis to the mat with a fireman's carry. When Francis hangs 
59) up his football uniform in the future, he may well become a full time pro wrestler. 


(Continued on page 









Francis punishes Backlund 
with a combination hammer- 
lock and half nelson. The sci- 
entific battle ended in a draw 
since neither man could pin 
the other. 
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OLYMPIAN 
STRONGMAN 
KEN PATERA-- 
$0 CLOSE 
My YET SO FAR 
DN FROM TITLE 


~--l By ALR. TESSITORE 





Kis Patera vs. Bruno Sammartino: the ir- 
resistible force meets the immovable object! 
For sheer excitement few matches in recent 
memory have produced the degree of antici- 
pation and expectation as did this match-up. 

Many fans were attracted by the contrast- 
ing styles of the two grapplers. The champi- 
on, strong, agile and energetic; a wrestler 
with the stamina and experience that come 
with the professional seasoning of battling 
the best in the business. Ken Patera, the 
Olympic Medalist, the self styled: “‘World’s 
Strongest Man’; a man so dangerous he is 
capable of ending a match with one hold at 
any moment. A serious challenger vs. a de- 
termined champion, the stage was set. 

The first match was a test for the wrestlers 
and the wrestling fans alike. Over fifteen 
thousand fans braved a record cold tempera- 
ture and icy conditions. They weren’t disap- 
pointed. 

In a wild and woolly match which see- 
sawed. between the two grapplers, Patera fi- 
nally got the upper hand. Battling outside the 
ring, Patera made jt back under the ten 
count, but Bruno could not. The champion 
was counted out at 19:54, but kept his belt. 

In the rematch, a sell-out Madison Square 
Garden crowd of 22,093 saw a determined 
champion attempt to defend his belt before 
another partisan crowd. The Garden seems to 
be Bruno's special home, and he responds 
with that little something ‘‘extra’’ which 
often makes the difference in a bout. How- 
ever, no clear cut decision was rendered. 
After a tremendous struggle, Bruno finally 
seemed to gain an advantage. Pounding Pat- 
era with forearms and punches to the head 
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in a match in Texas back in 1973, Ken Patera squeezes Superstar Graham so hard he 
cries out in pain. The two had met many times before Graham won Sammartino’s world 
title, and there has never been any love lost between them! 


and body he accidently knocked out the re- 
feree!! 

Bruno sought to help the stunned ref, but 
suddenly Patera sought an edge. An enraged 
Sammartino, swinging wildly, forced Patera 
to the dressing room. Calmed by fellow 
wrestlers Tony Garea and protege Larry 
Zbysko, who entered the ring to help stop 
the match at 14:36, the champion once again 
had defended his belt. No sooner had the ex- 
citement and action ended, when a rematch 
was announced with guest referee Gorilla 
Monsoon. 

On March 7, a record crowd of 26,492 
came to Madison Square Garden and the Felt 
Forum hoping to see a clear cut winner, but 
once again were denied the pleasure. In a 
brutal battle that now had reached its final 
climax before a frenzied audience, the match 
once again see-sawed between the whoops of 
a flexing Patera and the self-assured smile of 
the champion, Finally, Sammartino seized a 
clear-cut advantage smashing Patera’s head 
into the ring post. The bloody and courage- 
ous challenger sought to continue, but the 
damage was severe. Monsoon ended the 
match at 17:29. 

Three climactic battles between the super 
wrestlers left many questions unanswered 
while others emerged. Had Bruno’s inability 
to pin or finish off Patera signaled that the 
champion was in jeopardy of losing his belt 
to the seemingly endless number of tough 
challengers? Could the young Olympian 
come back after giving his best in an effort 
to gain the title? The future held the an- 
swers, but the fans did not have to wait long 
to find out. 

Suddenly, on April 30, 1977, a new factor 
emerged. In a spectacular upset in the Balti- 
more civic center, “‘Superstar’’ Billy 
Graham pinned Bruno Sammartino and the 
belt changed hands. Patera and Sammartino 
fans alike must wonder just what toll their 
battles took on each man. Meanwhile, the 
**Superstar’’ vowed to take on all challen- 
gers, and both Bruno and Patera ranked on 
or near the top. 

Graham and Patera are not strangers to 
one another. They have met throughout the 
AWA area and Texas in several combination 
weightlifting and wrestling matches. There is 
no love lost between these two strong men. 
Patera explains: *‘While I was at the Olym- 
pic games in Munich, Germany, Graham 
continually said that if he weren’t a profes- 


sional wrestler at the time he would have | 


been in Munich himself instead of me. He 
claimed to be a much superior weight lifter. 

“After I returned from Munich and be- 
came a professional, Graham bragged about 
how much more weight he could lift than 
me, and he challenged me te a weight lifting 
contest. I took him up on his offer, and after 
that we had several contests in the AWA 
area, all of which I won. 

“After awhile I left the AWA area to go 
to Texas to test out my strength and knowl- 
edge there, and before long Superstar 


(Continued on page 61) 
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In one of three in- 
conclusive matches, 
Patera stomps away 
at then champ Bruno 
Sammartino. Some 
wonder how much 
those bouts took out 
of Bruno. 


(Below) Ivan Putski, 
left, and Ken Patera 
battle it out. Patera is 
a versatile wrestler 
who can change his 
style to fit the oppo- 
nent and occasion. 
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By TOM BURKE 





WELCOME to the most authoritative question and an- 
swer column in the wrestling media. The Ring has 
been following the mat sport since 1935 when it first 
printed pages in its monthly boxing magazine. 


Q. Who was known as the Irish Samson? 
L. Simmons 
Sacco, Maine 


A. Dr. Timmy Geohagan was called the Irish Samson due 
to his super human strength. During his years as a wrestler 
Timmy would amaze people with his numerous feats of 
power. One favorite pre-match ritual would be to lift a chair 
with a man of 230 pounds or more sitting in it with his teeth. 
The most weight the Irish Samson ever lifted with his teeth 
was a 500 weight attached to a harness. 


Q. Is it true that Bronko Lubich was managed by Homer 
O'Dell at one time? 


F, Cagney 
Columbus, Oh 


A. Bronko Lubich was indeed managed by Homer O'Dell 
during his wrestling career. Even though the relationship be- 
tween O'Dell and Lubich was short the two did work to- 
gether. Lubich went on to become a manager himself and 
took on Angelo Poffo as his protege. Today Lubich is a top 
wrestling referee in the Dallas, Texas area. 


Q. What ever happened to the Bavarian Boys? 
T. Young 
Newark, NJ 


A. The Bavarian Boys were a top tag team combination in 
the early 60's on the East Coast. They returned to Germany 
and did quite well. The team was made up of Harry Weel 
and Rudy Saturski. We were recently informed that Rudy 
Saturski passed away. His name continues to appear in 
wrestling since his son is a top notch wrestler in Germany. 


Q. Could your magazine please trace the woman's title? 
R. Myers 
Old Tappan, NJ 


A. Our records show the following history of the women’s 
title. Cora Livingston was the first girl wrestling champion. 
She lost the title to Cora Mortenson, who later lost the belt to 
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Wrestler Bronko Lubich with his manager Homer O'Dell 
as they looked back in the late 1950's. 


Mildred Burke. Miss Burke held on to the title until 1954 
when she retired undefeated. A tournament was held and 
June Byers was proclaimed a champion. Another group of 
promoters ran a tourney two years after that and the Fabul- 
ous Moolah won the tourney. Since then, June Byers has re- 
tired undefeated. Moolah is considered to be the world girl 
wrestling champion. 


Q. Was Killer Kowalski ever known as The Profile? 
M. Simmons 
Boston, Mass. 


A. Yes. While wrestling in Indianapolis during the early 60's 
the Killer hooked up with Rip Hawk as his manager. Mr. 
Hawk gave Kowalski the title “The Profile.” 


Q. What has Whipper Billy Watson been doing since he 
was involved in the car accident last year? 

W. Johnson 

Erie, Pa. 


A. The former NWA champion was forced to end his wrestl- 
ing career over two years ago as a result of being a victim of 
a freak car accident. The Whip had just come out of a store 
in a shopping center when a car went out of control and 
smashed into the former champion, pinning him to the wall. 
Since then the champion has been forced to call his active 
wrestling days to an end; however, he continues to remain 
involved in the sport by doing work for the Tunney promo- 
tions in Toronto, as well as bein g the co-announcer for the 
Toronto TV matches with Athol Lord Layton. 


Q. Where has my favorite wrestler, Pat Patterson, gone? 
H. Bishop 
Lodi, Calif. 


A. Pat Patterson is wrestling.in Florida at this writing. 


Q. Wasn't Pepper Gomez a famour physical culturist? 
J. Kennedy 
Seattle, Wash. 


A. Pepper Gomez won such titles as “Mr. California” and 
(Continued on page 66) 
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LITTLE GUYS TAKE 


OVER THE BIG CITY 


Villains in The Big Apple FA J.F. SANCHEZ-ACOSTA 
Had better beware of ‘uciceemce 


have come some of the most spectacular 
gladiators in the light heavyweight division, 


7 | thanks to the great effort of promoter Os- 

Ig T eavy ene respo: valdo Vega and Miss Hilda, who do not 

skimp time or money to present weekly 

cards with wrestlers hailing from all over the 

United States, Dominican Republic, Ven- 
ezuela, Brazil, Puerto Rico, Mexico, etc. 

We know that the wrestling world of 
Tough Black Diamond junior grapplers in the Big Apple has not yet 
suffers in the arm lock reached its peak and that’s the reason why 
clamped on him by the the wrestling firm most sought after in the 
clever and talented Gene Metropolitan area is R & V Promotions, in 
Crespo. whose offices one can see daily a great 
number of international wrestlers seeking the 
opportunity of being contracted. 

Among these is Gene Crespo, a talented 
wrestling star who learned his masterful 
trade through experience, facing the best 
grunters in the business. 

As a youth, the charming young Puerto 
Rican possessed the speed and agility of a 
cheetah and became an outstanding athlete, 
engaging his ‘‘out-of-school’’ time in box- 
ing, wrestling, basketball, baseball, etc. 

Standing 5 feet 10 and weighing 215 
pounds, Gene shows not a single ounce of 
fat on his sleek muscular frame, and he has 
made a remarkable rise in his short fling on 
the pro circuit. 

Though Crespo is a clever and scientific 
wrestler, he can dish out the rough stuff 
when it is warranted, and becomes very 
dangerous when he starts to fight fire with 
fire. He has caused broken ribs, back sp- 
rains, broken wrist and arms and eye injuries 
to a great number of grapplers in the past, 
accomplishing most of these injuries with a 
rally of holds he has mastered and perfected’ 
especially for villains, such as Dixie Pinero, 
the roughest and toughest foe Gene ever 
met. 

Crespo, who in his professional debut 
faced El Bronco, of Mexico, holds the light 
heavyweight championship of the Americas, 
which he won from Suicida #1, in a tour- 
nament. 

Regarding the foulmouthed Dixie Aurelio 
Pinero, the fans saw one of the bloodiest and 
most brutal matches of all the time, the night 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Peter Maivia, who was crowned a chief of 
Samoa in the past few months, has been 


enjoying huge success in the wrestling 
ring. 


Samoa’s Fighting 
Chieftain, 
Peter Maivia 





Wee 








By ALLAN BOLTE 


Ox: of the most controversial and popu- 
lar wrestlers to appear on the West Coast is 
the giant Samoan, Peter Maivia, who was 
crowned a chief of Samoa many months ago 
and who has been enjoying nothing but suc- 
cess in the wrestling rings. 

Born in Samoa 37 years ago, Maivia re- 
alizéd that he wanted to participate in profes- 
sional contact sports when he was just a 
teenager. Boasting a husky, extremely well 
kept muscular body, Maivia was always very 
healthy. The concept of man against man 
and may the best man win was what Maivia 
liked, so the idea hit him one day to try his 
hand at football or wrestling. 

“Tl figured that football and wrestling were 
two of the hardest contact sports there were, 
and | like rough competition. | played a bit 
of football, and | didn’t like it because in 
football there are teammates. Well, that’s 
fine for other athletes, but not for me. 1 
don’t really want someone to blame a loss 
on, or on the other hand, someone to share 
the glory of winning with. I like to be alone 
in the ring—out there on my own,” said 
Maivia. 

“So, I dropped ‘the possibility of playing 
football from my mind entirely and I then 
considered wrestling.” 

Maivia continued: “The more I thought 
about wrestling, the more I liked the idea. It 
meant individual contact, and the wrestlers 
were getting bigger and meaner as time went 
by, so I realized that if I could make it as a 
professional, that there would be some good, 
hard matches for me.” 

Maivia took himself up on his own offer 
to attempt to enter wrestling and he made it. 
It wasn’t too long before he began appearing 
in main events, and he then found himself 
wrestling all across the world, achieving 
both fame and fortune. 
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Blackjack Slade screams in pain as the mighty chief applies pressure to Slade’s head. 





Maivia chokes opponent Don Fargo. A con- 
troversial wrestler, Maivia packs arenas 
wherever he appears. 


Maivia appeared on the West Coast for the 
first time in January of 1969 with 386 pound 
Klondike Bill of Alaska as a tag team part- 
ner, and the two were great wrestlers. Prom- 
oter Roy Shire took a liking to Maivia and? 
so did the fans. After leaving Klondike to go % 
his own way, Maivia began to wrestle in iy 
single matches, and he soon found himself at * 
the top of the ratings, winning virtually» Ee 
every match he was in. ha 

Maivia then found himself back in tagy 
matches again, this time with Blond Bomber 
Ray Stevens. The two were so good “at 
they won the world tag team championi.nup 
and they successfully defended their crowns 
for several months until finally losing the 
belts to Pat Patterson and big, mean Billy 
Graham in San Francisco. 

Maivia stayed in the area and began & 
wrestling in singles matches. Pat Patterson, ' 
who at that time broke every rule possible en 
route to victory, had acquired the United 
States heavyweight championship, and _ it 
wasn't too long before Maivia found himself 
getting a crack at the crown, 

Peter was good, but Patterson seemed to 
be just a bit rougher, and thus retained his 
tite. However, “‘Mister’’ Paul DeMarco 
then came along and won the belt, and again 
Maivia found himself facing the champion. 
This time, Maivia was ready for DeMarco 
and the Samoan won the title and defended it 
against several rugged challengers. 

The Samoan then went back to the world 
of tag matches and joined Rocky ‘‘Soul- 
man’ Johnson to make a successful combi- 
nation. After a few months of wrestling to- 4 | 
gether, Maivia left the area for half a year to i 
wrestle around the world and to return. to 
Samoa for a vacation, 







Peter is on the receiving end, but even bad nights, like this one, don’t diminish his love 
for wrestling. Maivia decided early in life that he was going to make it as a pro grappler. 


j a 
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Peter Maivia and some Samoan friends relax with Andre the Giant. Peter has adopted the 
(Continued on page 56) Nest Coast as his “home away from home.” 
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Roger “Nature Boy” Kirby, seen outside the ring twisting an opponent’s leg around a post, has always fallen just short of a title, al- 
though no one knows why. 


Wrestling’s 


Korea's Kim Duk, presently in the U.S., was 
devastating in the ring, but was never 
given a shot at a world crown. 


Mystery Men 


By ROBERT J. RUIZ 


WY pesrrens come in all shapes and 
sizes as well as from all corners of the 
globe, and the category of Mystery Men is 
no exception. 

Andre the Giant, Roger *‘Nature Boy” 

Kirby. Kim Duk and Masked Super De- 
stroyer all share a common denominator— 
they convey an aura of mystery. While most 
wrestlers don’t make a habit of advertising 
their private lives, they don’t hide them 
either. 
' Andre Roussimoff, better known as Andre 
the Giant, is truly an international superstar 
in every sense of the word. He commutes 
among the major **Big Three” of wrestling’s 
leagues with as much ease as crossing the 
street. He is the ONLY man considered a 
title contender in all three leagues. AWA. 
NWA and the WWWF. 


Andre is perhaps the most publicized of 


all wrestlers with his huge 7-foot 4-inch. 450 
pound frame. He has appeared on national 
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television programs with Johnny Carson, 
Mike Douglas, and others, as well as being 
generously covered by national press services 
which normally ignore wrestlers. 

Despite the publicity surrounding Andre, 
his personal life remains pretty much a mys- 
tery. After leaving Grenoa, France, some 
years ago Andre was contracted by a Cana- 
dian promoter who signed him .up and 
changed his name to Jean Ferre, probably to 
make him more appealing to the Montreal 
fans who might then accept him as their 
own. 

Andre is something of a loner, but he does 
date casually and enjoys a night out on the 
town. Despite his size, Andre moves well 
and loves to dance after wrestling matches. 
Although he towers over the women he 
chooses as partners on the dance floor, the 
giant Frenchman is not inhibited and is given 
to ‘dancing the night away” if time permits. 
The sight of this man doing the twist is one 
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not easily forgotten! 

In the ring, Andre is also light on his feet 
and has bowled over scores of opposition 
throughout the big leagues. Unfortunately, 
the big title, a world championship, has thus 
far eluded the Giant. He has had title shots 
against NWA champ Terry Funk, as well as 
shots at AWA kingpin Nick Bockwinkle. All 
attempts have failed. Andre is the only man 
ever to body slam 425 pound Chris Taylor. 

The mystery about Roger ““Nature Boy” 
Kirby is of an entirely different nature. The 
mystery here is why hasn't this talented pro 
become champion by now? The Indiana bone 
breaker has been campaigning for many 
years now without going after the big one. A 
little more paunchy now than he was ten 
years ago when he won the world junior 
heavyweight championship in Tulsa, Kirby is 
still one of the best wrestling mechanics 
around, He prefers to bend rules rather than 
follow them, but Kirby can wrestle scientifi- 
cally with the best of them. 

This arrogant blond Nature Boy majored 
in physical education in college before turn- 
ing pro straight from the Ivy leagues. Mar- 
ried with two children, Kirby is the type of 
individual who always seems on the border 
of greatness but never quite achieves it. The 
reasons why someone fails to reach the 
heights he seems destined for are usually un- 
clear, but the reasons in Kirby's, case are 
particularly murky. 

Kim Duk is another would-be star who 
never quite reached the heights after an im- 
pressive early rise. Although listed as from 
Japan, Duk is actually from Korea, and like 
most of the Oriental stars, has a working 
knowledge of Karate. 

Duk’s expertise in devastation was never 
more evident than a night in Omaha a few 
years ago when he actually knocked out an 
established superstar named Billy Robinson, 
Robinson was unconscious a good three 
minutes after absorbing a terrific blow to the 
neck. As far as the record book goes, the 
KO never did Kim any good. You see, the 
blow was struck AFTER the bell. Duk had 
already been disqualified, but had elected to 
continue the match anyway, with Robinson’s 
approval. 


Nikolai Volkoff chokes Billy Robinson. Volkoff rarely speaks, 
keeps out of the public eye, and has changed his name and 


image with some frequency. 








The Super Destroyer, seen stomping Greg Gagne, disappeared as suddenly as he had 
originally appeared. Where did he come from and where did he go? 


Duk is currently plying his trade in Japan 
after American officials decided things 
would be a lot healthier without the Oriental 
star around. The mystery is why wasn’t Duk 
given at least one tide shot while here? 

He hails from Singapore, this 6-foot 
6-inch masked man named the Super De- 
stroyer. Mysteries about this man know no 
end. Who is he, anyway? The AWA recently 
acquired the contract on the 280 pound 
Super-D, as he likes to be called, and gave 
him the customary build-up. After three 





months of busting heads, Super-D had com- 
piled an impressive win streak and seemed 
close to getting a title shot. 

During a television match, Super De- 
stroyer got a little more rough than officials 
deemed necessary. After the fracas, the 
AWA suspended the hooded one for thirty 
days. However, the thirty days came and 
went and no Super D. As of this writing, the 
mask has been out of sight for over two 
months. Where is he? That's another mys 

(Continued on page 58) 


Andre the Giant, who is on the receiving end of punishment dis- 
hed out by Horst Hoffman, is surrounded by publicity, and yet 
very little is really known about him. 






Giant Scot Settles a 
in New Zealand! 
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By DAVE CAMERON 





New Zealand, 
The six-foot two-inch, 300-pound star has been around our rings for a few seasons now, 
between far-off travels to South Africa, Japan, Singapore, Australia, Hong Kong and the Ful ‘rc 
Isles. = 
Ex-coal miner and club bouncer, heavyweight Robert, who has no superstitions and-no ~~ 
mascot, trains two or three hours a day and keeps up his judo and boxing, He played rugby 










Bulldog Brower, 
- feft, and Robert 
Bruce are one of 
_ the meanest tag 
teams anywhere. 











The giant Scot is an imposing figure and a 
fearsome one <o his mat opponents as he 
shows off his championship Belt. Bruce, who — 
has decided to make a permanent home in 
New Zealand, is, ironically, one FoF t 

world's true gentlemen. j} : 
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for nine years over Great Britain and is a 
connoisseur of art and antiques. Amongst his 
hobbies are music and, appropriately for one 
who speaks French, the art of cooking. He 
won many trophies at the Highland Games 
whilst still in his teens, and came to London 
because he thought it would further his 
wrestling career. 

In the U.K. Robert had met every top 
British and European heavyweight including 
Billy Robinson, Geoff Portz, Jan Campbell, 
Wild Angus, *‘Judo’’ Al Hayes, Albert Wall, 
Gwynn Davies, Horst Hoffman, Josef 
Kovaes and Gideon Gida. 

He has high praise for Billy Robinson, 
now in the United States, Albert Wall, 
former British champ, and Tibor Szakacs, 
who is the only man to have won the Royal 
Albert Hall Annual International Tournament 
five times, 

Since coming to New Zealand, Robert has 
met the best we have to offer and has had 
many victories. He won the Commonwealth 
Crown from John DaSilva and successfully 
defended it on many occasions. 

Wrestling for American promoter James 
Burnett in Australia, he has locked horns 
with Spiros Arion, Mark Lewin, Bulldog 
Brower, Tiger Jeet Singh, Mario Milano, 
Thunderbolt Patterson. Sweet Daddy Siki. 
King Curtis and all the other American big 
names who flock to the Australian circuit. 

Robert has teamed with Bulldog Brower 
on many occasions, also Waldo Von Eric, 
and has appeared with Abdullah the Butcher 
and Big Bad John in six-man tag matches. 

He wrestles hard and has a tendency to 
“bend” the rules somewhat, especially when 
teamed up with some of America’s toughest 
and roughest matmen. 

Before he left England he played the role 
of a “Heavy” in Stanley Kubrick's con- 
troversional film “*Clockwork Orange.** For 
the purpose of the film he was required to 
appear clean shaven. 

Robert is a first Dan Black Belt judoka, 
and had his own club Tora Kawa (River of 
Tigers), He competed as a shot putter and 
javelin thrower at athletic meetings through- 
out Scothand, 

“A few years ago Robert journeyed to 
South Atrica where he defeated the best they 
had to offer. His matches with Perey Hall 
produced a standard of wrestling still talked 
about today. 

Robert started off as a scientific grappler. 
schooled in the tough British style. as were 
Billy Robinson, Billy Joyce and Karl Gotch. 
However in recent years with the American 
“badmen™ coming here, Robert's style has 
chinged somewhat, and he is now known to 
“stretch”’ the rules somewhat. But when the 
need arises he can rise t the occasion and 
produce brilliant wrestiing moves which can 
easily outdo the average grappler. 

His Scottish ““Caber™ hold is a hold he 
devised himself from his younger days as a 
young Caber-thrower in the Edinburgh 
Games Festival. This hold has rendered un- 


(Continued on page 65) 
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; bea ; 
Bruce is full of admiration for the fabulous Sabrina, internationally known lady wrestler. — 
The Scottish strongman rates a share of the credit in raising the standard of wrestling in 
New Zealand. 






‘ ; 4. 

‘ 
‘Big Bad John, left, has a few words for Bruce and Abdullah the Butcher. The three of 
them frequently team up in six-man tag team contests, and the fans practically break 


down the doors to get in to see them. 
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PETER MAIVIA 


(Continued from page 51) 


He then returned to the West Coast and 
presently is in main events there as well as 
other mat capitols of the world. 

Maivia shows amazing ability, He is tre- 
mendously strong, fast and agile and ob- 
viously knows his way around on the mat. 
And, he’s a wrestler fans can identify with, 
a man you can be sure they will be cheering 
all the way. 

How did Shire first lure him to the West 
Coast? © 

“Believe me, it wasn’t easy,"’ he laughs. 
“Until recently, Maivia has preferred to 
wrestle in Europe, where he’s regarded as a 
sports hero. Then, I heard he was visiting 
New Zealand and packing every arena in 
which he showed. However, by the time I 
had contacted promoters there, he had taken 
off again for home, they thought. 

“Well, he wasn’t home, I found out after 
several calls. Eventually, 1 learned he was 
«wrestling in Honolulu. So much the better, I 
thought, for that would mean less transporta- 
Hon cost if I could convince him to come 
here. 

“However, by the time I had made con- 
tact with Honolulu, he had taken off again. 
He had returned home to Samoa and it was 
there that I was finally able to reach him, 

“An affable man, a real gentleman, he di- 
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dn’t squawk a bit over financial terms, but 
he just wasn’t interested in leaving home 
again. He had his mind made up, but, all's 
well that ends well, and after a few more 
calls I finally convinced him to come to the 
States. 

“Now that I’ve seen him, I have to say 
he’s every bit as good as friends say he is. 
While on the mainland, he'll be hopping 
about to wrestle elsewhere, of course, but he 
really likes the Bay Area and I believe that 
factor alone will keep him here.”’ 

Strangely, Maivia’s favorite stomping 
ground is England and Europe. He jams 
arenas whenver he performs there. 

There are two Peter Maivia fan clubs there 
and thousands of his followers have jammed 
London’s Royal Albert Hall to watch him. 
Just two hours from London is the French 
capitol of wrestling, the Palais De Sport, in 
Paris, where he is every bit as popular. 

Maivia was wrestling at the Palais De 
Sport when he was spotted by a casting di- 
rector, who asked him to test for the role of 
the henchman in the James Bond flick, 
**You Only Live Twice.” 

Upon winning the role, Maivia was flown 
to Japan for two months of work with Sean 
Connery and others in the cast. It was all fun 
to him—the glamour, the excitement and the 
beautiful women of the movie colony. 

It was even fun losing a *‘fight’’ to super 
spy James Bond when Maivia, as the hen- 
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chman, jumped the movie star. If this had 
been “‘real life’ instead of ‘‘reel life,” of 
course it would have been no contest. 

When the film was completed, it was back 
to the Continent for Maivia, this time in the 
dual role of wrestling star and movie Star. 
One sports writer greeted him thus: 

“The smiling Samoan has won a host of 
fans and a host of matches throughout 
Europe. What a tremendous welcome he gets 
everywhere he walks down the aisle to the 
ring, cheered on by thousands!"’ 

Maivia was wrestling once again at the 
Palais De Sport where he had been *'discov- 
ered’’ by the casting director, when United 
Artists invited him back to England for the 
world premier of **You Only Live Twice.” 
With Queen Elizabeth II in attendance, 
Maivia enjoyed a night he said he will al- 
Ways remember. 

Shortly thereafter, Maivia went to the 
Sports Palace of Antwerp, Belgium, and was 
surprised to find many of his English fans at 
ringside. They had flown over from London 
for his Belgian debut. 

Maivia won the television wrestling tour- 
nament at Paris in September of 1969. 
Wrestlers from all over the world were on 
hand to engage in a round robin to produce a 
champion. 

Peter then bumped into the French 
heavyweight champion Andre Bollet and 
defeated him to walk away with the Radio 
and Television Silver Wrestling Trophy. It 
was a month later that Maivia was wrestling 
in New Zealand and he then was convinced 
by his cousin Neff Maivia to go to Honolulu 
to enjoy the good life in Hawaii while 
wrestling. 

Lord Blears, who does most of his wrestl- 
ing in Hawaii and England, had met him two 
years earlier in London, and told him how 
he would enjoy the islands and, when he did 
20, he found both his cousin. and his lordship 
were correct. 

It seems that lately Maivia has made the 
West Coast his ““home-away from home.” 

**T really love the San Francisco area, and 
1 have recently realized that there is a very 
large Samoan colony here,’” Maivia stated. 
“There is nothing quite like wrestling in the 
San Francisco area. | have been honored as a 
chief of Samoa, and this is good for myself 
as well as my people. I know that I have 
hundreds of good, close Samoan friends, and 
knowing that they are out in the audience re- 
ally helps me when I’m wrestling. They are 
wonderful people and naturally | love all my 
people. 

*“When I am being interviewed on televi- 
sion, I generally like to say a few words in 
Samoan to my people. | feel that | owe them 
a lot of respect.” 

It’s quite obvious that Samoa’s talented 
Peter Maivia has gone a long way in his 
chosen career, and he'll undoubtedly strive 
to obtain the world heavyweight wrestling 
championship. 
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TERRY FUNK 

(Continued from page 21) 
Terry remembers what his dad always told 
him and Dory, Jr. *‘A wrestling match is 
like a battle in a war, You have to win that 
match a step at a time, If you have to give 
ground, give a step away, but make your 
Opponents fight. for that step an inch at the 
time. Make him pay dearly for it.” 

As the NWA champion, Terry Funk de- 
fended his title against all challengers, the 
very best of the NWA, such as: Bobo Brazil, 
Jack Brisco, Dusty Rhodes, Paul Jones, 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel, Rocky Johnson, 
Chayo Guerrero, Mil Mascaras, Jose 
Lothario, Fritz Yon Erich, Mr. Wrestling | 
und 2, The Sheik, Andre the Giant, The 
Stomper and Billy Robinson, among others. 

Terry Funk is very proud of his title de- 
fense record. He. states, “I wrestled both 
scientific and roughouse types. All thought 
they could beat Terry Funk. Some thought 
they could intimidate me. They couldn't. No 
-Funk scares that easily. Experts predicted | 
could never beat the mammoth Andre the 
Giant, but I kept the belt against him. Then 
experts predicted Billy Robinson's great sci- 
entific style would strip me of the title. 1 
beat him. I beat them all.’’ 

The name of Funk is not well thought of 
by the fans where cheers are concerned. This 
irks Terry Funk.’’ We Funks fight our hearts 
out. We are fierce competitors. Cheers never 
won matches for us. We won our own 
matches. Cheers can’t be deposited in banks. 
Let the fans keep their cheers. My opponents 
Were cheered right up until I defeated them. 
1 may have been booed, but my hand always 
ended up being raised." 

Terry Funk had to battle his way up the 
ladder to win the title. Now he’s the ex- 
champion. He has been told he must work 
his way back into contention once again. 
This doesn’t seem to bother Terry Funk. He 
says, “If the NWA says so, then I will. I 
know I'll be rated on top very soon. I want 
Harley Race. You know this man also has an 
historic record, He has won the NWA title 
twice. Both times he beat a Funk to win the 
title. A different Funk each time. I respect 
Harley Race. He's a darn good wrestler. But 
a Funk is better than Harley Race. I just 
hope Dusty Rhodes doesn’t beat Race before 
I get my hands on him. I know that if 
Rhodes wins the belt he will run from me.”” 

The subject of the injured leg was brought 
up once again, Terry restated that his leg has 
healed properly. **My leg will withstand the 
rigors of matches, During my training I had 
MY Opponents use many leg holds and my 
leg came through with flying colors. My: 
doctor has given me the green light for com- 
ing back in competition. 

“‘As I stated earlier, I have some dues to 
collect. I’ve sworn on taped TV interviews 
from my ranch that I’m going to get even 
with Dusty Rhodes. This is public fact. I’ve 
never eaten my words yet. Terry Funk is 
coming back bigger. and better than ever. | 
will be world’*champion again. A Funk's 
word is his bond ~ 


OCTOBER, 1977 


North wrestling solo or 
Fi 








THE BRITISH AND IRISH 
WRESTLING SCENE 
By PETER NULTY 


Jim bBreaks has once again defeated Vic Faulkner to 
win the British Welterweight Title and Gold Beit. Breaks 
who defeated Faulkner in a tite bout at Cleethorpes last 
Only held the title for a short time before Faulkner got the title 
back but this time he intends paening it for good. Breaks has 
been continually pestering promoters tor another crack at the 
tile and when he defeated Faulkner in a non title bout at Dar- 
lington top promoter Max Crabtree wated no time in matching 
Breaks with the champion at Buxton, 

Specially appointed referee tor the bout was Gordon Smith. 
There was a slow start to this bout with both men being care- 
ful not to make any mistakes, In the first round Faulkner 
fotki on a vicious head lock for several minutes before 
Breaks managed to escapa, The champion did most of the at- 





pesnd in the early rounds with some fast wrestling. 
times he tried to turn Breaks into a single leg boston but each 
time Breaks took the full weight on his arms to resist the hold. 

In the third round both mon tried for pintalls and it was 
Faulkner who went ahead in this round rolling his opponent 
into a beautiful pin fall, 

From the beginning of the fourth round Breaks lashed into 
the champion with arm weakeners. Several times Faulkner 
was thrown across the ring with his arm still in the back ham- 
mer pose Breaks continued to weaken the champion's left 
arm but the bell sounded just as he was about to lift Faulkner 
into his famous ‘Jim Breaks special’ submission hold. 

Immediately the fitth round started Breaks again continued 
his weakeners on Faulkner's ieft arm. Again he threw the 
champion across the ring with Faulkner's left arm still Caught 
in the back hammer position and while the referee wasn't 
fooking he litte. Faulkner off the canvas into his ‘special to 
pen q i per Faulkner protested to the referee that he 

id been lifte off the canvas illegally but as the referee hadn't 
seen the incident he had to let the submission stand, With 
that Faulkner walked over to Breaks and floored him with a 
fist to the jaw. 

When Breaks was still out cold at the start of the sixth 
round, the referee had no option but to disqualify Faulkner, 
And so Breaks was carried back to the dressing room as the 
new British Welterweight Champion—only the second man in 
British wrestling history to hold two British titles at the same 
time. Four days later at Hanley, Breaks announced he was 
giving up his lightweight title due to his difficulty in keeping 
within the lightweight fimit, There will now be a series of 
punipating contests to find his successor to the lightweight ti- 


le. 
AIRON FIST the latest sensation to hit North of England 
tings is really on his way to fame and fortune as one of the 
biggest box office draws in the country. Still officially a 
welterweight—this masked man has defeated not only 
middieweights and light heavywoights but at timees has gone 
among the heavies and stil come out on top. It was top 
Northern promoter Max Crabtree who first i juced this col- 
Oured star to Northern England rings two years ago. Since 
then IRON FIST has iepped cards in every major hall in the 
fag matches with the popular Kung 


u. 
Outside the IRON FIST enjoys most sports includi 
swimming and aiotes and in his spare time he helps to tals 
youngsters in the art of Simba, which is a combination of ka- 

rate, Kung tu, Judo and hha 

AWhoever WHIRLWIND MONROE from Ballymena is 
matched agains! at their local hall wrestling, fans know. that 
they will witness a bout pao with action from start to finish, 
He is also one of the leading contenders for the Irish Light 
digest hy oy Title held by the great Jack ‘Flash’ Shirlow. 

ABOBBY BARNES has put on quite a bit of a since 
his early days in the ring, { one stage he was in light- 
weight division (under 154 Ibs.) and through the years he has 
moved up through the weights to the light prgeleyss a 
sion. These days he seems to stick to the heavy midd ight 
limit (under 187 pe) where he has been one of the fea ng 
contenders for the British title held by Bert Royal. Make no 
mistake about it, underneath all the showmanship Barnes fs a 
top class wrestler and has proved his wrestling ability many 
times against champion Royal, Clay Thomson, and Brian 
Maxine etc. 

Since Adrian Street left Joint Promotions for the indepen- 
dent rings in 1974 Barnes has been without a lag r. But 
now he has teamed up with that other colorful character, 
Magnificent Maurice and in a short while they have made a 
big impression on the tag team scene with victories over 
some of the more established teams in the country. 

ARAY GLENDENING the 5’919° 224 lb. tearaway from 
Bury Lancashire has been causing quite a few headaches 
since his return to British rings following his World tour. If only 
he could control that temper of his and not get himself disqual- 
ified as often as he does | have no doubt that he would be 
among the top ten heavyweights in the current ratings. He has 
lost several important main event matches against Tibor 
Szakacs, Sean Regan, and Count Bartelli recently due to his 
being disqualified, 

Ray first took up amateur wrestling at the well known Bolton 
Harriers club. He won several titles while an amateur but one 
of fr th ana disappointments was losing to Bill Robinson for 
the N rf countries amateur heavyweight title. a was 
trained for the professional ring by none other than the 
World Middleweight Champion Tommy Mann and to this day 
Ray still uses many of the holds that were associated with 
Mann in his heyday. 

His first overseas trip took place in 1965 and since then he 
has spent more time wasting abroad than in his native En- 
ere Some of the countries in which he has wrestled include 

United States, Spain, Germany, Austria, Canada, Japan, 
The Lebonen, Sweden and India. While in India he fought 
tremendous draw with the great Indian champion Dara ingh 


in front of a 100,000 crowd at Bombay's biggest open air 


arena. 
AJACK ‘FLASH’ SHIRLOW, the Irish light heavyweight 
«is. without a doubt one of the best tight 
heavyweights in Europe. Jack won the Irish lille in November 
1970 when he defeated Mick Gallagher in a very exciting con- 
test at Lisburn, Since then he has defended the titie many 
times against all the jeading contenders including former 
champion Gallagher 
from extensive tours of England, Wales and Scotland, 
Jack has also made very successful tours of German, Austria, 
Spain, Australia and Tasmania. He is looking forward to re- 
turning to Germany in the near future to meet the official ight 
heavyweight champion of Europe. Josef Molnar, 

ALENA BLAIR the Scottish firecat |s not always the most 
popular of lady wrestlers but she is nevertheless proving her- 
self to be one of the biggest crowd pullers among the ladies, 
Like ring villains Hellcat Heggatty, and Viv Martell, Lana has 
the knack of riling the fans. Thay may not always cheer her 
but they always flock to see her in action, 

Lena does not concentrate on one particular hold but has a 
wide range at her disposal and uses them very effectively. 
She is fast on her-leet and can usually extract herself from 
the most complicated holds, Perhaps she would find herself 
much more popular with the crowds if she did not use those 
few dubious tricks she has formulated over the years. 

Alrish wrestling fans believe that the Britis Heavyweight 
Championship title and gold belt will be Crossing the Irish Sea 
et the winter months. Their optimism is based on the cur- 
rent form of Irish exile Sean Regan now based in Essex. 
Regan is a big strong, powertul and scientific wrestler who 
has defeated many of the top British stars to put himself high 
on the jist of challangers. Confidence is the main Regan char- 
acteristic. He rates British champion Gwynn Davies as one of 
the best wrestlers he has met in the ring and he is confident 
of being able to take the title back home to Donegal in the 
near future. Sean very seldom appears in lag matches but 
when he does he usually has that othet Irish exile, Pat Roach, 
as his partner. One of their best bouts has been a drawn ver- 
dict against the impressive team of Steve Veidor and Tibor 
Szakacs. Another of Sean's burning ambitions for the season 
is to defeat and unmask Kendo Nagasaki. 

4Wrestling in Britain (s doing suct) good business at the 
moment that there aren't enough referees to handle the 
number of tournaments. More and more wrestlers are now 
turning their hand to refereeing. Seen recently as third men in 
the ring were Spencer Churchill, Peter Szakacs, Zolton Bos- 
cik, Alan Miquet, John Kenny, John Scott, Len tronside. 
eee Critchley, Denis King, Johnny Diamond and 


er S. 

A4LEON ARRAS made a welcome return to the wrestling 
fing after a Jong absence due to his T.V. and film work. Leon 
is one of the most likeable characters in the ring and although 
he often bends the rules he can turn in championship pertor- 
mances as he did against Billy Two Rivers at Bradford and 
Steve Veidor at Manchester. Southern England champion 
Veidor was very lucky to force a draw with this talkative char- 
acter when they met at the mammoth Kings Hall at Belle Vue, 
Manchester, He is the presenter of a wee ly T.V. series called 
‘Don't ask ma’ and he has also appeared in numerous televi- 
sion shows and movies including ‘Brannigan’ in which he 
played the bad guy t@ John Wayne, 

ADALIBIR GIL SINGH the 62° 224 pound grappler from 

india is making a big impression on the British scene. Al- 
though based in the north of England, this good looking Indian 
has wrestled all over the country trom the Scottish highlands 
ta Cornwall in the South. Dalibir spent nis early childhood in 
Singhapore where his tather was in the World famous regi 
ment of Ghurkas. Although still comparatively young, Dalibir 
has travelled almost the complete universe learning the 
technique and different styles of wrestling of dillerent coun- 
tries. His next trip will be to the United States where his all 
action style is sure to please the fans. 
AHONEY BOY ZIMBA the popular black star from Sierra, 
Leon must be one of the most underrated heavyweights in our 
tings. Officially a mid heavyweight Honey Boy has defeated 
cay of Europes top heaview over the past few years includ- 
ing Steve Veidor, Barry Douglas and Mal ‘Kojak’ Kirk. All his 
life he has been interested in body building. Of magnificent 
build and stature, he is probably one of the sti {men in 
Our rings t His one ambition at the moment is to win the 
Commonwealth Mid Heavyweight Championship, So watch 
out Robin Honey Boy is on the warpath. 

AROBBY BARON from London js one of those wrestlers 
that seem to make their way up from the lighter divisions right 
43 through the Werte to the heavyweight division, Baron had 
his first pro bout at the age of 16 ai the Kelvin Sports Arena in 
Glasgow Where he came in for as a last minute substitute to 
take on Zolton Boscik. He was a light lightweight then and has 
since moved up through the weights to the light = 
division. Robby raceniy Spent some time wrestling in the big 
German tournaments and even though most of his opponents 
Outweighed him by severai stone he still made a big impres- 
sion on German fans with his fast all action Style of wrestling. 

ASTEVE YOUNG from Portsmouth is heading right for the 
top of the a heavyweight division. Steve was trained for the 
ring by his father the former wrestler Roy ‘Bull Davis. He had 
his first professional contest at the age of eighteen and it di- 
dnt take him long to realize that the quickest way to get to the 
top was to forget about the more othordox approaches he had 
learned from his amateur days. Now several years later Steve 
is still wrestling in the same Style and is one Of the top men at 
his weight in re lg rings. 

BARONS! although only in his early twenties, is 


aLe 
making a big name for himself in the alec world having 
met the cream of the upper weight classes a having clearly 


gained the decision over many of his better known opponents. 

l@ is a quiet well groomed and modest man but Lee 

certainly has what it takes. His Willingness to learn, his ability 

to soak up punishment and his sp: Suggests that in a year 

re two did could be one of the big crowd pullers among the 
ea hts, 

AJOHN ELIA having now increased his weight to 238 
pounds is looking forward to what he hopes will be a very 
Successful winter season, He Could find himsell in for a crac! 
at the Southern England Heavyweight title currently held by 
Steve Veidor, 
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MYSTERY MEN 


(Continued from page 53) 


tery, The AWA says ‘‘no comment.’’ In 
truth, they are as baffled as everyone else. 

A mystery man arrives from nowhere, 
beats everyone in sight (including AWA 
superstar Jim Brunzell) and then disappears 
into the woodwork, Somebody said he saw 
Super Destroyer leave Minneapolis by plane 
while muttering something about the AWA 
not having Super-D to kick around anymore. 

One thing that separates the tall masked 
man from other wrestlers is his complete 
mastery of the ropes to a degree that few, if 
any, can equal. The Super-D is all over 
those ropes during the course of a match. He 
loves to balance precariously on the top 
strand then to spring off at the right moment. 
Already a tall man, the hooded one’ becomes 
absolutely frightening while standing atop 
the ropes gazing down on his opponent. The 
effect is demoralizing to most opponents, 

Rough and tough Nikolai Volkoff calls 
Russia home. This burly grappler created a 
big sensation once upon a time in the 
WWWE calling himself Volkoff. Then he 
did an about face by shaving his head and 
showing up in the AWA as Bresnikov. Now 
he is Volkoff again. He is truly an enigma. 
Bobby Heenan has stated to this writer that 
the reason for all this name changing has to 
do with immigration problems. 

Volkoff is a real puzzle to reporters. He 
rarely speaks. and keeps pretty much out of 
the public eye. One thing is certain; where it 
counts (in the ring), the Russian is one tough 
hombre. His style could probably be best de- 
scribed as early steamroller. He is a rib bus- 
ter from the word go, a powerhouse battler 
who will stop at nothing to finish off a man. 
Disqualifications mean little to Boris; his 
goul is to keep them from asking for re- 
matches. Generally he succeeds. 

Who is he really? Your guess is as good 
as anyone's. 

These are but a handful of wrestling’s 
mystery men. Each a potential champion in 
his own right, and each falling just short of 
the mark. Maybe that is the biggest mystery 
of them all. 
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KARATE CHAMPIONSHIP 


(Continued from page 37) 


score as time ran out. McWilson won the 
black belt heavyweight title with a score of 
seven to five. McWilson’s combinations 
were more versatile, dividing his scoring 
between kicks and punches, while Ascencio 
used only reverse punches to score. 

Mike Warren overwhelmed George Askar 
by a seven to one score, easily taking the 
black belt middleweight title. This was the 
third time Mike Warren has won this title at 
the All American Open Tournament. Mike 
has previously gone on to win the grand 
championship title. 

Alton Wilkinson defeated Abdul Jabar one 
to nothing to take the lightweight black belt 
title. 

It should be made clear that all the fight- 
ers (earlier the same day) had fought and 
won as many as five fights before they 
competed at night. Some of the fighters 
sustained minor injuries, aches and pains 
which hindered them in the finals. 

Before the round robin fights for the grand 
championship, some of the spectacularly 
breaking demonstrations were performed. 
Master Choon Shik Kim, with a bare hand, 
chopped a pump handle in two. For an 
encore he then proceeded to chop one of the 
remaining pieces in half. Then, Master Ki 
Yoon Yi, with a flying double kick, simul- 
taneously broke boards held about four feet 
apart. This was the finest precision breaking 
technique that I have ever witnessed at a ka- 
rate demonstration. 


ROUND ROBIN COMPETITION for 
Grand Champion 

Donnie Collins, last year’s grand champ- 
ion was unable to stop heavyweight Marvin 
MecWilson*and was defeated in overtime. 
Mike Warren, middleweight, also won his 
match over lightweight Alton Wilkinson in 
sudden death overtime. 

With the tension building up for the grand 
championship fight, one last piece de 
resistance demonstration was performed by 
Master Ron Van Clief, (Eighth degree black 
belt who portrays the “‘Black Dragon’”’ in the 
movies) and his Chinese Goju black belts. 
Master Van Clief choreographed several 
fighting scenes. At first he defended himself, 
with hands tied, against counter attacks. 
Then blindfolded, Master Van Clief 
defended himself from individual and multi- 
ple attacks. He then exhibited the various 
weapon defenses. With a regular walking 
cane Master Van Clief showed the audience 
excellent self defense for the street. He then 
completed’ his demonstration with the fabul- 
ous combat circle, drawing a resounding 
applause from the audience. 

With an almost anti-climatic air, the grand 
championship fight took place, with Mike 
Warren, middleweight, defeating Marvin 
MeWilson, heavyweight with a score of 
three to two, This the third time Mike War- 
ren has won the All American Open Grand 


Championship title. 

Master S. Henry Cho produced and 
directed the finest amateur karate-kung fu 
tournament ever witnessed by the general 
public on the East Coast. 


MIKE HENDRICK 


(Continued from page 27) 


whether he wins or loses, every match is a 
learning experience. But he added *‘! like to 
win because it gives me a sense of 
accomplishment.’ Mike likes challenges, so 
he is well suited to the highly competetive 
sport of wrestling. 

The handsome young grappler also gains 
other benefits from his profession. *‘] 
probably like wrestling best because I love to 
travel and see the country,”’ he stated in a 
positive tone. 

“I really enjoy meeting people from 
different facets of life, which this kind of 
sport allows me to do,”’ he added. 

The twenty-two year old superstar is very 
keen, and has the unusual ability to 
communicate with all kinds of people, 
whether they be young or old, rich or poor, 
For this reason he has taken on the image of 
being All-American, along with baseball, hot 
dogs, and Mom’s apple pie. His down-to- 
earth personality is one which you can’t help 
but admire, and most likely, if you are the 
typical American youth, you are apt to have 
much in common with him. 

Of course he is a sports enthusiastiast in 
every respect, and takes time to participate 
in football, tennis, and swimming. Besides 
this, photography remains one of Mike's 
favorite hobbies. He enjoys shooting pictures 
of sunsets, and various kinds of still life. 
Mike has his own pilot’s license and enjoys 
gliding through the air whenever he gets the 
chance. 

Another interesting phase of Mike Hen- 
drick is that of his personal life. Being an 
elligible bachelor, Mike enjoys dating girls 
who are blessed with both intelligence and 
good personality. He can often be found 
with one of the lucky girls at a movie, or a 
concert. Mike enjoys good music and spends 
his leisure time listening to the sounds of 
Chicago, Peter Frampton, and Bad 
Company. 

Mike Hendrick is not just an ordinary 
person. He doesn’t allow success to come 
between himself and those who know him. 
His deep concern for others is a rare trait 
and one to be commended. He is especially 
interested in giving advice to those who have 
dreams of becoming a wrestler in the near 
future. A program devised by Mike, giving 
helpful hints and advice on wrestling training 
and weightlifting techniques, can be obtained 
by sending a self-addressed-stamped- 
envelope Yo the Mike Hendrick Fan Club, 
4458 Suzanne Circle, Mobile, Alabama 36- 
608. 


When writing letters that require an 
answer please send along stamped 
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WEST COAST ACTION 


@ By RON VALIM ® 


Over 9000 fans piled Into the world famous Cow Palace 
to see Pat Patterson and U.S, Champion Mr. Fug] battle in 
a Gladiator Death Match. Little did the fans know that they 
Would be seeing a match which would throw the U.S, title into 
a scene of yt ae chaos. Fugi entered the ring with masks. 
Pat won the bloodbath by dragging Fugi around to all four 

{s. Pat then unmasked the man who turned out to be 

uals former tag team partner Turo Tanaka, 

he fans were mad, Roy Shire was mad, the California 
Stale Athletic Commission was mad and in time. N.W.A. Pres- 
ident Eddie Graham was mad, To start with Fugi, whose 
presence was unknown was suspended fof life. Tanaka was 
given a $500 fine and Patterson was awarded the title. How- 
ever Pat refused the title saying he didn't beat Fugi. So a 
tournament was held later at the San Francisco Cow Palace, 

11 top stars were signed up, In round 1 Patterson won on a 
forfeit over Dutch Savage who was injured and couldn't show 
Me Bob Roop won his match over Alberto Madrill when Mad- 
rill was too badly cut to continue. Alexi Smirnotf also won on a 
forfeit when Jack Brisco simply didn't show and no explana- 
tion was given why. Pepper Gomez won over the wild Sheik. 

It had been over 10 years since the Arab had appeared at 
the Cow Palace. Pepper won on a disqualification when the 
referee caught The Sheik using the pencil and a ballpoint pen 
on Pepper's anatomy. The Sheik was so disgusted at losing 
that he ate a program after the match that he snatched trom 
the press table, The final first round match saw Ivan Koloff 
win over Rocky Johnson on a countout. 

Round Two pitted Alexi Smirnoff against Pepper Gomez. 
Smirnoff pinned the Mexican with help from manager Gerhardt 
Kaiser. Peter Maivia, who got a bye in the opening round, 
beat Ivan Koloif on a disqualification. Then came the most 
contreversial match ¢*° the night. Bob Roop met Patterson. 
Because Gerhardt Ka °r was with Roop Pat refused to wres- 
tle. For 7 of the 15 mute time limit Pat stalled. The fans 
booed Roop and Kais’r but like myself | suspect some of 
them were booing Pat who was not acting like a professional, 
Finally Pat wrestled. For the remaining 8 minutes Ri totally 
dominated the match. Pat got in 2 or 3 punches and that was 
it. Then a panel of obviously blind judges on points ruled that 
the match was eve. So in an overtime the judges gave a de- 
cision to Pat. lf Pat won that match then Andre the Giant is 4 
feat tall!!! Round three saw Smirnoff win over Peter Maivia on 
& Countout, again with the help of Kaiser. 

The final match saw Pat Patterson wrestle Alexi Smirnoff, 
The Mad Russian took control quickly and like Roop he domi- 
nated but Pat managed to split the Russian's head open. De- 
spite the loss of blood Smirnoff fought like a wildman and he 
took the first fall with a suplex. With Patterson almost com- 
pletely unconscious the referee checked the cul on Smirmotf 
and ruled that he was bleeding too much and the match and 
tile was Pat's, As one fan put it, “Patterson won both 
matches flat on his back.” 

AA huge all star card was next presented at the Cow 
Palace. Several wrestlers made their way down from Los 
Angeles. The main event saw Alexi Smirnoff win over Pat Pat- 
ferson on a disqualification so Pat kept the title. Bob Ri 
won over Pepper Gomez and the Mexican team of Al Madrill 
and Chavo Guerrero won over the tough Japanese team of 
Turo Tanaka and Hiro Ota. George Wells won over veteran 
gteat Buddy Austin, and two draws were held as Victor Rivera 
aay with Chris Colt and Earl Maynard and Roddy Piper also 

rew, 

aThe dream of Alexi Smirnoff finally was realized when he 
defeated Pal Patterson for the U.S. Title in a Russian Chain 
Match. Pat was beaten up so badly that he could not continue 
and the third tall was awarded to Smirnoff. So a new cham- 
pion was crowned. Once again A! Madri || and Chavo Guer- 
rero teamed up for a victory when they beat Bob Roop and 
Mr. Saito. Pepper Gomez won on disqualification over Roddy 
Piper, van Koloff beat Earl Maynard, Hiro Ota stopped Tony 
Rosca and in the opener George Wells beat rugged Chris 

ATo say that Alexi Smirnoff has taken the area by storm is 
somewhat of an understatement. Smirnoff, who has also wres- 
tied as Mike Dubois also became one half of the world tag 
team championship when he and Bob Roop won the titles in 
Sacramento over Patterson and Pepper Gomez. Some clever 
teamwork behind the referee's back help them capture the be- 
Its. Also on that card Al Madrill stopped the South American 
Champion E! Tigre, Hiro Ola beat Welhelm Ruska and 
Sprple Wells topped Buddy Austin. 

AThe lovely ladies returned to Northern California after an 
absence of a year. At Sacramento Vicki Williams and Darling 
Dagmar beat Lelani Kai and Marie LaVeau. In a world tag 
team title bout Al Madrill and Pepper Gomez failed in their 
quest to become the champions as they went to a draw with 

cop and Smirnoff. An exciting newcomer to the area Dean 
Ho used his sieeper to stop Mr. Saito and Hiro Ota beat Ricky 
Thompson. 

AAt the Cow Palace cards Smirmott kept his title by a win 
over Patterson, Smirnoff won when he gave Pat a low blow 
when the referee wasn't looking and he pinned him, Also, Bob 
Roop and Roddy Piper weren't very successful as they lost to 
Al Madrill and Pepper Gomez. Chavo Guerrero kept coming 
and winning at the Cow Palace as he beat Mr. Saito,George 
Wells and Moor Dog Mayne topped Hiro Ota. 

4On another Cow Palace card it was Moon 








Dog's turn at 


Smirnoff but he also failed. After Smirnoff took the opening fall . 


Mayne won the second when he took a crutch from a ringside 
fan and clobbered the Russian with it. Smirnoff returned the 
favor to win a wild championship match, Again Vicki Williams 
and Darling Dagmar won over Lelani Kai and Marie LaVeau. 
A\ Madrill and Chavo Guerrero, who are very close to getting 
@ shot at the tag titles, won over Ivan Koloff and Mr. Saito. 
Bob Roop took a rough victory over Canadian Football Star 
Geo Wells and Pepper Gomez beat Hiro Ota. 

AMore new faces are on their way into the Northern 
California area. Buddy Rogers has just arrived along with 
Dean Ho and the rough rule-breaking team of Kurt and Kar! 
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Von Steiger will be here soon with Gerhardt Kaiser as their 
manager. Kaiser claims he will now only manage Germans in- 
stead of Americans. Some fans will remember Kaiser used to 
manage former world tag team champions Kurt and Karl Von 
Brauner. Also coming is the fine young star Devin Sullivan, 
Sullivan is looking forward to getting in the ring with Bob Roop 
since Roop injured him earlier in his career. 

Up in the Northwest Sam Bass is the new Northwest 
Champion. He has arrived and has been causing havoc stop- 
ping Jimmy Snuka who earlier had beaten Jesse Ventura. 

entura and Buddy Rose, who are otherwise known as “The 
Young Generations," are the tag team champions. Big Chris 
Taylor and Bigger Andre The Giant were both recently in the 
area. Les Thornton won a big battle royal in Oregon and 
N.W.A. champion Harley Race was in the area to keep his 
belt over Buddy Rose and Dutch Savage. Others appearing in 
the Northwest, home of the world champion Portland 
Trailblazers, are Ricky Hunter, Rocky lontero, Ja’ 
Youngblood, Steve Lawler, Nick Kozak, Dr. X, Matti Suzuki, 
and Tony Borne. Back for a jong stay is Lonnie Mayne, 
Otherwise known as “Moor Mayne.” 

in Los Angeles, once a real hotspot of wrestling bul now a 
rundown area has someone named Armando Guerrero as it's 
American Champion. He is Chavo's brother and he weighs 
205 Ibs. The tag champs are Armando and Tom Jones. In 
terms of talent San Francisco and Portland are tied for the top 
spot with LA. a distant second. 


ANTONIO ROCCA 


(Continued from page 10) 


during most of the match, and it seemed as 
though the small arena would not be able to 
withstand the explosive excitement being 
generated in the ring! Rocea and Garibaldi 
were still at each other’s throats when the 
match had ended, and were immediately 
signed for a return match on the next Bronx 
Winter Garden card. I was unable to attend 
the return bout, but it must have been one 
wild match! 

The third match which I'll always re- 
member had Rocca facing Hans Schmidt in a 
best two out of three falls main event at the 
Armory in Newark, New Jersey. Each grap- 
pler had won a fall when the sixty minute 
time limit elapsed. The gruelling, action 
packed match ended in a draw. 

In the sixties Bruno Sammartino replaced 
Antonio Rocca as the big attraction on the 
East Coast. By this time there was a whole 
new environment surrounding pro wrestling. 
The arenas where Antonio Rocca headlined 
week after week were almost all gone: St. 
Nicholas Arena, the Bronx Winter Garden, 
Jamaica Arena, Ridgewood Grove, Broad- 
way Arena, Fort Hamilton Arena, Eastern 
Parkway Arena, Columbia Park and Laurel 
Gardens are now memories for wrestling 
fans. 

In 1975, Antonio Rocca joined Vince 
McMahon, Jr., as commentator for the 
WWWE television shows, and once again 
the name of Antonio Rocca was in the spot- 
light. 

Just a few weeks before his death, Rocca 
was honored on “‘ANTONIO ROCCA 
NIGHT” at the wrestling show at Sutter 
Gymnasium on the Wagner College campus 
on Staten Island. It’s too bad this night could 
not have taken place at Madison Square 
Garden, .because once again the huge arena 
would have been packed to see the one and 
only Antonio Rocca! 


RUSS FRANCIS 


(Continued from page 45) 


Backlund is a credit to wrestling and he is 
one of the toughest men I have ever met. 
He’s a future champion all right. No doubt 
about it.”" 


Backlund too had compliments for Russ, 

‘Russ gave me a terrific bout, You really 
had to be in the ring to appreciate just how 
good he is, | would look forward to another 
bout with him.” 

Russ Francis plans to play pro football 
again this year. However, he concedes that 
the day may not be too far off when he puts 
away his Patriots uniform and becomes a 
wrestler full time. He has established himself 
as a top contender for any titleholder, and 
once he makes the total commitment to the 
sport of wrestling, he will establish himself 
as one of the all-time greats. Move over, 
veterans of today. Russ Francis is coming 
through. 


NOW YOU CAN 


WRAP INCHES AWAY 


IN THIS AMAZING NEW 


WRAP-SLIM 


Ft 


= 


SUPER SLIMMER! (74 


x 
ra this 


Magic Slimmer Panel Works INSTANTLY! 


LETS YOU DECIDE JUST HOW SLIM & SLEEK YOU 
WANT TO BE! Pte 
ionary discovery that actually lets y 
Wane YOURSELF SLIMMER the very first time you 
put it on! It will flatten that stomach and other 
unsightly bulges and let you surprise yourself with 
a new trim you! Magic slimmer-panel gives you a 
custom fit and lets you decide just how slee and 
slim you want to be! No snaps, hooks or zippers! 
No uncomfortable stays or hard boning to dig into 
‘ou. So lightweight, cook an SoS ariel ut 
diy know you're wearing it, ye ~ 
to the kind ot figure you Rave always wanted, FDR 
MEN OR WOMEN! 


TWO FANTASTIC STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM: 
#3452 Custom Two-panel Wrap-Slim 
sizes 28 to 50 $7.99 
#3453 Deluxe Three-panel Wrap Slim 
sizes 30 to 45 $10.99 
-_———— — NO RISK COUPON -——— — — 
RUSH ME: 
gots —ilice many 
#3453___(How many, 


Walst size____ $7.99 ea. 
Waist size___ $10.99 ea. 


livery. 


PRINT NAME & ADDRESS CLEARLY AND SEND TO: 


STARTOGS of HOLLYWOOD, Wrap-Slim Div. 2807 
6311 Yucca St., Hollywood, Ca, 90028 











OHIO MAT NEWS’ 
is) By KENMICK @ 








There is 4 new mat promotion in the Ohio area and is 
called Rossco Sports Inc, sThe top names are: Don Gillium, 
Hank and his son Roger Vest, the Iron Russian, The Blue 
Angel, Ohio crag Champ Farmer Bob Miller. 

4Chillicothe, Ohio (National Guard Armory)—the opening 
bout saw the Red Satan lose a 2 our of 3 fall match to Chetty 


In the second match of the evening the team of the Hill- 
Billies and Joe Collins took on the masked Iron Russian and 
Blue Angel in a wild match that consisted of dropkicks, 
armwhips, and body slams. The team of the Hillbilly and Joe 
Collins overcame the illegal tactics of their masked opponents 
to score a tremendous upset that had fans on their feet. 

The third match saw the team of Hank and reper Vest go 
to a double disq! with the Halfbreed and Frank Pickens. 

AWaverly, Ohio (High School Gym)—Jerry Hart took on 
rough Jack Savage in a match that saw savage resort to tac- 
tics that were questionable. After about 20 minutes of action 
Savage parse Hart to the mat. 

The feud between Hank and Roger Ves! against the 
masked team of the Iron Russian and Bue Al came to 
Waverly, Ohio. The two teams battled all over the building as 
they fought from one end to the other, Wilh the Blue Angel 
semi-conscious out side the Ring, Hank Vest threw the Iron 
Russian into the ropes and clamped on his famous sleeper 
hold to end the match 

Mei Williams faced Ohio Middleweight champion Farmer 
Bob Miller in a title Cash. Mel was accompanied to the ring by 
Jack Savage. Williams started the action as he stomped, bit, 
and gouged Bob Miller until it looked like we were going to 
see a new Champion crowned. But Miller fought his way back 
as he smashed Williams with fore arms and then praceded to 
knock Jack Savage out of the ring onto the floor. He then 
ended the bout with his famed mule kick to subdue Mel Wi- 
liams for the 3 count, 

aRichmondale, Ohio Janice Jay, a native of Macon, Geor- 
ga took On a rough and rugged gitl from Dallas, Texas in 

etty Starr. After about ten minutes of pillar to post action, Jay 
Caught Starr in a cradle and pinned her to the mat. 

Once again the promoter booked Hank and A 
meet the Iron Russian and Blue Angel in a ig@ match. 
These teams had met earlier in the week ai 
blood in this one. After each team had won a fall a piece, the 
action got out of hand as the Iron Russian picked up a chair 
and used it to clobber Roger Vest over the head with it. Se- 
eing this the referee called off the bout and ruled "No Con- 
test” as all four wrestlers battled in the ring, 

Cowboy Don Gillium met Mel Williams in the final bout of 
the EARS A fine bout until Met Williams found that he 
couldn't subdue the cowboy wrestling by the rules. He choked 
and kicked Gillium until he was gasping for air. But seeing 
that Willlams chose to break the rules, the Cowboy retaliated 
with fore arm smashes and kicks to the head. He then picked 
up Mel and body-slammed him to the mat. With Williams lying 
on the mat, Don applied his winning Boston Crab hold to 
make Willlams submit after 20 minutes of rough and rugged 
action. 

Area Mat News—The Ohio Valley Tag Title is still vacant 
as Killer Dave White relinquished his half. The feud between 
Hank and his son Roger Vest with the /ron Russian and Bive 
Angel is still unsettled, The Hi//-Billy and Dick Bergman have 
retired from the mat wars, Ohio Middleweight Champion 
Farmer Bob Miller is still turning back challengers. Promoter 
Hank Vest plans on bringing in top challengers to try to upset 
Farmer Miller from his throne, Cowboy Don Gilium wrestles 
as The Renegade in Columbus, Ohio 

ARossco 7 gel Inc. Ratings 
Ohio Valley Champ—Vacant 

1, Cowboy Don Gillium 

2 The Iron Russian 


1, The tron Russian Blue Angel 

2. Hank Vest Roger Vest 

3. Frank Pickens the Halfbreed 

AOhio Middleweight Champ Farmer Bob Miller 
1. Mel Williams 

2. Chatty Hart 

3. Jerry Hart 
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MINNESOTA MAT ACTION 
e By BETTY SCHLEY 8 








Harvey Solon, our wrestling promoter has been giving 
different cities in Northern Minnesota a taste of America’s 
number one sport, professional wrestling. One of those 
stops was Deer River. 

uss Francis, who was substituting for his brother Billy, who 
was injured and wasn't up to wrestling, pinned Roger Kirby in 
fifleen minutes. Pedro Morales fought newcomer 


jumped off the top rope and got disqualified. 

aThe next stop was in Minnesota the very next iy ces 
The opening bout saw Bull Bullinski defeated by 
Backlund. Pedro Morales conquered Roger “Nature Boy 
Kirby; Angelo Mosca, who is another newcomer to this area 
beat Larry “The Axe” Hennig, And in the main event Billy 
Francis teamed with his brother Russ for the first time in 
Northern Minnesota to overcome the team of Roger "Nature 
Boy” Kirby and Lord Alfred Hayes. 

AThe latest stop on the northern Minnesota tour was in 
Virginia. The Opening bout was Billy Francis of Hawail taking 
On Bob Backlund, Bob Backlund, who hails from Princeton, 
Minnesota, has proved to be a tough Opponent for many 
wrestlers. This was a very exciting match since both men are 
Pit Bab and try their hardest to abide by the rules. Their 
maich ended in a draw, 

The second bout of the evening was a tag team bout. Gr 
Gagne and Jim Brunzell were to wrestle Roger Kirby and L 
Alfred Hayes, But due to an injury, Jim Brunzell was not able 
to wrestle so Bob Backlund took his place. This match was 
full of fast, high flying action and it didn't take long before 
Backlund and Gagne had Hayes and Kirby worn down 
enough to go in for a pin. Backlund came in and caught! Kirby 
in a reverse victory roll to win the tag team match. 

The semi-final t was. pies fo be a grudge match 
between Angelo Mosca and Chief Peter Maivia. As most ot 
you know, in Winnipeg a while back, Mosca fought Maivia and 
before that match Maivia was presented with a guitar from 
one of his fans. Well, needless to say, their match got out of 
hand and the guitar was used to beat Maivia and the referee, 
Lord James Blears over their heads. Both Peter and Blears 
were bleeding and men came from the dressing room and 
fought the vicious Mosca who was the winner 

main event was another grudge match. It was between 
Ray Stephens and his former tag team partner, Nick Bockwin- 
kel, the current A.W,A. Champion, Ray finally had a chance to 
win the A.W.A. Championship from Bockwinkel and to inflict a 
little pain at the same time. Steyens had complete control 
over kwinkel and he could taste victory. But in all the ex- 
citement of the closeness of the A.W.A. Championship, Ray 
forgot what he was doing and he jumped off the top rope onto 
Bockwinkel and he got himsel! disqualified. When Ray re- 
alized what he did, he was so disgusted he kept hammering 
Nick until the referee could get them apart and send Ray to 
his dressing room. Nick was reaily hurt and anyone who says 
wrestling is fake should have been there because Nick's left 
Calf was badly swollen and red. 

Buck ZumHofe is a young man who just came out of Verne 
Gagne’s training camp about a year ago and was wrestling in 
a lag team match for the All Star Wrestling show on TV. In 
the first few minutes of his match, he received a concussion 
and couldn't remember who he was or what he was doing. 
Even though he lost his memory he went back into the ring 
and wrestied a second fall. Alter the match was over he t 
someone and he was rushed to the hospital, 

Congratulations to Mr. Bob Backlund. He recently won the 
Missouri State title from Harley Race in a Lumberjack match. 
Bob applied a reverse rolling cradie to win the title back from 
Race who had won it from Backlund a few months ago, 

The Super Destroyer, who is managed by Lord Alfred 
Hayes, had several ribs broken by Pedro Morales. Morales 
was pinning Vito Martino when the Super D. came running out 
of the dressing room and jumped off the top rope onto 
Morales. Morales grabbed him and threw him around the ring. 
Super D. was weak and tell to the mat. Morales turned and 
mounted the top rope and came crashing down on the Super 
D and broke several of his ribs. Lord Al Hayes saw what was 
Hone and came to aid his man. He hit Morales over the 
head then picked him up and tossed him over the top 
rope. Morales was stunned and Hayes knew it. Hayes picked 
Morales up and rammed his head into the ring post. After both 
men were taken back to their dressing room tor medical aid 
Hayes came into the ring and said that Morales tried to smash 
the Destroyer's ribs and he holds every one responsible for 
what happened to his man, Hayes was fined one thousand 
dollars his actions and the Super Destroyer was sus- 
pended. Morales wasn't fined, 


“OLD 35mm, and 16mm, 

FIGHT FILMS WANTED” 
There are hundreds of old fight films 
laying in basements, and attics, all over 
the United States and England. These 


films are being purchased by Jim Jacobs 
9 East 40th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
Anyone having an old fight film, regard- 
less of its poor condition, write Jim 
Jacobs for further information. 


wanted to back 


A WINNER. 


Nobody figured on America 
to lead the field. 

But when we won the Battle of 
Saratoga, things started to look 
a lot better. 

People started taking this bunch 
of revolutionaries seriously, Badly 
needed funds came pouring in, 
And then, with the people's support, 
America and her army won. 

Today, America’s still a winner. 
Thanks to millions of Americans 
who buy U.S. Savings Bonds. 

Every time you buy Bonds 
through your Payroll Savings Plan, 
you're helping your country stay 
out in front. 

And you're gaining interest on 
what it takes for the vacation, 
education or home improvement 
you've mace planang 

So buy U.S. Savings Bonds. 

It's one sure way to finish in 
the money. 


Now E Bonds pay 6% interest when held 
to maturity of 5 ycars (44% the first 
car). Intcrest is not subject to state or 
ocal income taxes, and federal tax may be 
deferred until redemption. 


Ad A public service of ims publication 
ang The Advertising Council 





AS NAT LOUBET SEES IT 


(Continued from page 5) 
new flesh and new gimmicks in a quickly 
accelerating popularity then all the promoters 
had better take heed—give the fans what 
they want or they will tum to another form 
of entertainment. 


KEN PATERA 


(Continued from page 47) 


Graham was around again challenging me to 
lift weights against him. You know, the 
most I've seen Graham lift has been 460 
pounds, but he claims to be able to lift 550 
pounds. | myself have lifted 535 pounds in 
an Olympic press, and he hasn't ever been 
able to match mé in any of our competi- 
tions.” 


Patera paused for a moment and then con- 


tinued: **Actually, I’m really fed up with 
that guy and his antics. One time in Houston 
just as I was ready to humiliate him for a 
second time Graham threw rosin in my eyes 
which prevented me from making a lift. You 
know it wasn’t even a heavy lift, as it was 
405 pounds that I was attempting, but evi- 
dently he felt that he was having another off 
night and wasn’t able to do what I was do- 
ing, so he threw rosin in my eyes. | wasn't 
able to see for about twenty minutes after 
that. About three hours later, after 1 finally 
had washed all the rosin out of my eyes, | 
got a very bad rash and reaction, my eyes 
swelled up and I couldn't see for a couple of 
days. 

“Eventually, however, I repaid him for 
doing this to me. You know I’ve faced 
Graham in chain matches, strap matches, 
cage matches, matches with no ropes around 
the ring, lumberjack matches, arm wrestling, 
weight lifting, and I’ve won a majority of 
these. In fact the ones that I didn't win | 
should have won if it weren't for some out- 
side interference or some foreign object of 
his. 

“I feel, however, that eventually I'll get 
him out of my hair. He really is a good 
athlete, but his mouth is too big for his 
body. Once he learns to let his actions speak 
for him instead of his mouth, then he'll be a 
very good athlete and wrestler.”” 

So now with the turn of events two of the 
world’s strongest men have another chance 
to continue their feud, Patera realizes that 
two objectives are now one; to get Graham 
out of his hair and to win the world title. 

Patera can change styles if the situation 
warrants it, Trained by Verne Gagne, he has 
wrestled scientifically in the past with great 
skill and success, In addition his patriotic ef- 
fort in the Olympics cannot be forgotten by 
fan or foe. Can he continue his QUEST? 

The championship picture in the WWWF 
is as exciting as it has ever been. The new 
champion, like the old, must face a wide as- 
sortment of styles and challengers. Both Ken 
Patera and Bruno” Sammartino wait in the 
wings for another opportunity, and anything 
could happen! 
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LOU ALBANO 


(Continued from page 17) 
your head slammed into chairs and ring 
posts, and you mix it up with different 
wrestlers you get busted up. 
RW: Do you provoke these attacks? 
Albano: I don’t provoke them. Wrestlers 
like Chief Jay Strongbow and Bruno Sam- 
martino get upset over what I do. They 
claim the Captain interferes in matches. And 
I would like to state on the record right now 
that I do not interfere in any match what- 
soever, and I never have. Everyone is enti- 
ued to his own opinion, but for every scar | 
have, I’ve given several to others. 
RW: Do you really expect the readers to be- 
lieve that you do not interfere in matches? | 
would have to say that you interfere with at 
least 90% of your men’s matches. 
Albano: You have your own opinion. I haye 
to. protect myself out there, so if a 
Strongbow or Sammartino goes after me, | 
have the right to defend myself, but I never 
provoke anyone. 
RW: Right now you have Ken Patera under 
contract, who claims to be the ‘*world’s 
strongest human.”” Are you trying to get Ken 
a title shot with the current WWWF champi- 
on, Billy Graham? 
Albano: Yes I am. The Superstar claims he 
is the strongest man in wrestling, so does 
Ken. Only one of them can actually be THE 
strongest, so eventually a showdown will 
have to occur. 
RW: Another question that has fans curious: 
Is there any dissension between fellow man- 
agers? Do you get along with the Grand 
Wizard and Freddie Blassie? 
Albano: Of course wé get along. We help 
each other out. Recently the Wizard sold the 
contract of George Steele to me and I’ve 
sold him grapplers on occasion. The same 
goes with Freddie. We all get along fine. 
RW: But isn’t there jealousy at all, | mean 
don’t you all... 
Albano: Don’t try to cause trouble between 
us, because there isn’t any. We all get 
along, and that’s all there is to it. Ask your 
next question please. 
RW: Ok, how do you go about getting 
wrestlers? 
Albano: There are many different ways. | 
can purchase the contracts of men from other 
managers, but I also do a lot of scouting, | 
travel all over looking for men, writing let- 
ters, getting requests from wrestlers for me 
to manage them. There is a constant supply 
of men for me to choose from. Some of the 
names would surprise you. I just pick those 
whom | can mold into champions and those 


who can make me the biggest amounts of 


money, because that’s what this sport is all 
about, money. 

RW: What about the fans, Lou. What do 
you think of them? 

Albano: Ninety percent of them are losers, 
the other ten percent are morons. 

RW: Have you ever been attacked by an 
irate fan? 

Albano: Yes, several times. | feel fans have 





a right to cheer whom they want, but they 
do not have a right to throw things or attack 
wrestlers. Those who do should be put inside 
a room with a wrestler for five minutes. | 
guarantee they wouldn't attack anyone again. 
RW: What about the future Lou. What are 
your main goals? 

Albano: My main goal is to capture the 
WWWE crown. I feel Ken Patera is the man 
who can do it. George Steele is another, I’m 
out to make as much money as possible, and 
the biggest money is with the championship 
in your grasp. That's what I intend to pos- 
sess in the very near future. 
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PUERTO RICO 


(Continued from page 22) 


around the world. 

Besides wrestling in all of the major areas 
in Puerto Rico, Capital Sports has also just 
begun to expand its operations by promoting 
all star cards on the islands of the Dominican 
Republic, Nicaragua and St. Thomas. With 
this expansion Capital Sports is quickly be- 
coming the top promotional group in the 
wrestling world. 

All in all the wrestling action in Puerto 
Rico and neighboring islands has reached its 
all time high with record breaking crowd# 
and top matches in evidence everywhere. 


TONY GAREA 


(Continued from page 19) 


of wrestling, “‘the style is one hold to 
counter hold another, with an emphasis on 
keeping the man down. . . it’s a much qui- 
eter style-than the American style and I had 
some problems adjusting.” 

After a successful start “down under” 
Garea came to the United States and wres- 
tled with good friend John Grey. Wrestling 
in Florida and throughout the NWA, he 
quickly learned the American style of wrestl- 
ing. Says Garea, “I'd be concentrating on 
wrestling and on the next hold or counter 
hold and I'd have a guy in a good hold, and 
the next thing I know he’s giving me a 
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forearm jolt or something. It startled me for 
awhile, but | feel I’ve got that well under 
control now and I think I've got a lot of con- 
fidence when | get into a ring at this point.” 

Tony feels that he is basically a defensive 
wrestler who waits for an opponent’s mistake 
to win a match. He noted, “‘I wait “till a guy 
slips up or makes a little mistake, and then I 
take advantage of it and use all sorts of 
finishing holds. If 1 find he’s not making any 
mistakes | try to guide him into making 
one.”” Lately his aggressive style has forced 
quite a few opponents into match-ending er- 
rors. 

Tony’s recent success can be attributed to 
his excellent physical condition. ‘‘Il enjoy 
running two or three miles every day and 
doing a lot of repetition work (at the gym) 
with weights rather than the very heavy 
stuff,”’ He is also involved in calisthenics for 
keeping in top condition for a match, “'l 
train for a minimum of forty minutes a day 
with calisthenics for wrestling. As a Rugby 
player I only did calisthenics twice a week.” 

During the interview, Tony stated, “I'd 
like to satisfy myself that 1 can wrestle and 
prove that I am someone to be reckoned 
with, and then I'll start setting my goals.” 
He went on to say “‘l haven't aimed my 
hopes too high, I’m still learning . . . I want 
to perfect my American style, be the best I 
can and keep winning, winning, winning! 

“If Tcan, and when I feel I am in as good 
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shape and have become as good as | am ever 
gonna be, then I'll set my sights up.”* 

It seems that the time has finally come for 
the humble New Zealander to realize that he 
is a top contender. Ask Ken Patera, Baron 
Von Raschke, Stan Stasiak and George 
Steele. And if Tony keeps setting his sights 
higher, he'll soon see Superstar Billy 
Graham and the glittering belt of the world 
champion. 


LITTLE GUYS TAKE OVER 


(Continued from page 49) 


of December 24, 1976, in the Teatro Puerto 
Rico of the Bronx, when Crespo and Pinero 
faced each other. The two fought as if they 
wanted to exterminate one another for 
twenty-five minutes, which was the limit due 
to the prolongation of the match, The clock 
had reached the 11 o'clock curfew the New 
York Athletic Commission allows for such 
events. 

Gene has disdained Pinero and his evil 
style inside the ring ever since he saw the 
combat between the latter and the world light 
heavyweight Jack Veneno, from Dominican 
Republic last year. He looks forward to forc- 
ing Dixie into abandoning the wrestling 
scene. 

The fans were stunned to see the way 
Gene Crespo whammed into Pinero like a 
thinoceros, bouncing him off the canvas with 
tremendous body slams and punching and 
gouging him mercilessly letting out his hate 
for the rugged and tough Dixie Pinero. 

Gorgeous George, Jr., is another villain 
for whom Crespo feels scorn. “*I don’t know 
why this guy has to use illegal tactics in his 
matches, He has one of the most beautiful 
and scientific styles in the game,”’ said 
Crespo, who looked fretful and distraught 
when George was brought into the conversa- 
tion, 

Gorgeous, (also known as E! Valentino), 
got something that was not in his schedule 
the night he faced the fabulous Crespo. 

When Gene entered the ring that night he 
paced back and forth mumbling under his 
breath, and as soon as the bell rang the 
young Puerto Rican dropped Gorgeous heay- 
ily to the mat on his back, then lifted and 
scooped him into a bear hug, squeezing his 
back so tightly the blond grappler’s eyes 
looked like they would pop out of his head. 

During the fight the speed and style of 
Crespo seemed. to be getting the best of 
George, Jr.'s, brute strength and ferocity 
until the actor began smashing the light 
heavyweight champion to the canvas with a 
series of body slams and drop kicks, using 
as many illegal tactics as he knew. Because 
there is not an illegal trick in the wrestling 
book that Crespo doesn’t know and use to 
perfection, he emerged as the clear winner of 
the match. 

After a violent and bloody combat, 
Gorgeous George, Jr., left the ring and the 
arena, having lost all desire to meet Gene 
Crespo again. 


RING WRESTLING 


““FONZO”’ FARGO 


(Continued from page 42) 


younger brother. During this time while Jack 
was on his own, he had a downward trend. 
He couldn't win too many matches and it 
seemed that everything was going wrong for 
him. When Jack met Valentine, he changed 
his name back to Don Fargo, and Valentine 
changed his to Johnny Fargo, so the Fargo 
Brothers once again became invincible. They 
consistently won. The Fargos were rated as 
one of the top tag teams in the country. Don 
using his rough tactics, and the famous 
elbow of Johnny's were too much for most 
teams. Johnny, ambitious and very young, 
decided that it was time for him to make it 
on his own, Johnny went his way and gained 
world wide recognition. 

Don roamed around wrestling in single 
matches eliminating all of his competition. 
Still not satisfied, he again started looking 
for a tag team partner. In 1973, Don met 
Rene Goulet in Indianapolis, Indiana. They 
formed the famous Legionaires. They wres- 
tled world wide, Arenas were packed to see 
the famous Legionaires. Don and Goulet left 
4 trail of defeated wrestlers for a year. After 
splitting up, Don became disgusted with hav- 
ing partners and changing names, looked up 
and found himself. 

Don finally realized what he wanted. He 
decided that in order to achieve it, he had to 
turn back to his old ways of brawling and 
bending the rules. Above all, he learned how 
to be cool. After learning what cool meant, 
he changed his name to **Fonzo"’ Fargo. 

Fonzo went back to the gym and started 
working out, pushing himself to the limit to 
get his body in peak condition and get his 
timing razor sharp. He started riding his bike 
to matches and, on occasion, showing off his 
beautiful 1965 Chevy convertible. Fonzo has 
an unique talent for art und some of his 
paintings start at one hundred dollars each. 

After making his entrance in the South- 
west in 1976, Fonzo first acquired the Brass 
Knucks tithe which he defends with such 
tenacity that most wrestlers are afraid to get 
in the ring with him. Cool is what makes the 
Fonzo and the Fonzo is cool. 

When you come to the arena to see the 
Fonzo and you hear a bike with someone 
yelling Hey, Hey. Hey, the Fonzo has ar- 
rived. 








MONTREAL MAT 
ACTION 
By GARY HATHAWAY 


Montreal, Canada — Super-Catch wrestling promotions, 
is what it says, Super Wrestling. Brought to wrestling 
fans in Vermont, New Hampshire, Upstate New York as 
weil as throughout Canada. 

Super-Catch is headed up by Paul Emile Desmarais who is 
bringing wrestling fans to the arenas, with variety, showman- 
Ship and excitement. 

restiers currently appearing on the Super-Catch circuit in- 
clude: The Canadian Heavyweight Champion: Luis “Ariba” 
Martinez who is co-partner on the tag team with the popular 
Indian wrestier Johnny War Eagle, Others include: Luis 
Lawerance, the pase of Johnny War Eagle, Don Leo 
(ean “Mad oo ere Chris Colt, Ivan Koloff, The 
FO, Sailor White, Willie Trombly, Del Skinner, Don Ross, 
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Roy Calandar, El Santos #1 and #2 and Johnny Powers. 

lot of action has taken place in the Montreal area since 
the rebirth of super-catch promotions. Johnny War Eagle and 
Luis Martinez won the tag team litle from the E} Santos in a 
two oul of three fall contest. Joe Ventura a sensational you! 
wrestler won the Jr. Heavyweight title from Chin Lee. Wresti- 
ing fans can see their favorite wrestlers every Tuesday night 
al the Verdon Auditorium and every Saturday at three o'clock 
on Channel 12 CFCF CTV Montreal. 

Taped TV show—E{ Santos #1 and #2 won over Willy 
Trombly and Mike Vachon. Vachon was thrown oul of the ring 
by El Santos #2 and was counted out. 

Chin Lee upset Roland Gladeau in a one fall 20. minute time 
limit when Roland was unable to get out of a sleeper hold. 

Lionel Robert downed Pr Boy Dan Ferris with the sunset 
tip. Johnny War Eagle vs Sailor White in the main event, 
John had the upper hand at first but White pulled Eagle to the 
canvas by his hair and started working on him, biting, kicking 
and gouging his eyes. The ref disqualified both men. 

In the duration match young Luis Lawerance drew with 
Scorpion, Lawerance has proved he is able to take on all 
comers, 

During another card; Dan Ferris tried his hand at putting 
Roy Calendar away but Roy showed him who was boss with 
several Coco butts to the head of Ferris sending him crashing 
to the Canvas for the count of three. 

Roland Gladeau was upset by Sailor White who tore 
Gladeau apart with a number of elbow drops to the throat. 

Luis “Ariba” Martinez won over Frenchy Martin. Martinez 
had no trouble with Martin putting him away in 6:32. in one of 
the few scientific matches | have seen, Willy Trombly lost to 
Jonnny War Eagle. The fans really enjoyed seeing this match. 

In other rials: Six man teg team match featured the E) 
Santos #1 and #2 and Mitzo Yachit ys Johnny War Eagle; 
Luis Martinez and Luis Lawerance. 

This match was a no-time limit elimination match, meaning 
any man thrown from the ring or pinned was eliminated. The 
first man to be counted out of the ring was Luis Lawerance 
when he was thrown out of the ring by Mitzo Yachita. This left 
two against three. The next man counted ut was Yachita 
when Eagle gave him a pile driver and pinned him. Then Mar- 
tinez pinned El Santos #2. Now it was one on two, but El 
Santos #2 interfered and the ref disqualified #1, leaving Mar- 
tinez and Eagle the winners. 

Duration Dan Ferris and Tony Patel went to a draw when 
time ran out, 

During a taped TV show: Luis Lawerance drew with Willy 
Trombly. In a eg tea match Tarzan Tyler and Sailor White 
won over Pierre Lefebvre and Tony Yorkson while Giles "The 
Fish’ Poisson downed Ed Pasto, 

Pepi Depe :qualy lost to big Sailor White when White 
applied his suplex, 

nm another show Willy Trombly won over Jim Hutchenson 
with the sleeper; Joe Ventura upset Roland Gladeau; The 
Scorpions and manager Dave Drason lost to the popular duo 
of Martinez and War Eagle 

Gentiamen Jim Kelly from Burlington, Vermont won over 
tpt Ferris. Kelly is very popular with his hometown fans in 

ton, 

On @ TV taped show Willy Trombly and Dale Skinner went 
fo a draw in a 20 minute time limit battle. Pete Peterson upset 
Tony Patel; Mitzo Yachita lost to Ei Santos #1 when Santo 
put a metal plate under his mask and butted Yachita sending 
him to the canvas, El Santo #2 drew with Luis Lawerance 
and Chris Colt lost to Luis Martinez. 

During another card: Terry Yorkson lost to Luis Martinez. 
Pretty Boy Anthony drew with Pierre Lefebvre; Tanti and 
Majlisco lost to the team of Gito Brito and Dominic Denucci. 

In other matches: Johnny Valiant won with a pile driver over 
Lenny Herst; Jay Strongbow won over Marlo Martin with a 
sleeper in 56 seconds; Aulo Von Heller drew with Jim Kelly 
and Raymond Rougeau won over Bobby Blain with a rolling 
ports scissors. Duration Tony Bosley lost to Pierre 
Lefebvre. 








THE ONTARIO MAT SCENE 


By JEFF ZINGER e 





The Canadian Province of Ontario has many cities and 
arenas which regularly host fine wrestling exhibitions. 
The Galt Arena in Galt, Centennial Hall in London, and the 
Memorial Auditorium in Kitchener are three such. But the 
biggest arena in Ontario, in Ontario's biggest city, is Toronto's 
Maple Leaf Gardens. The Gardens Is {he home base which 
has seen many title matches, Back on January 24, 1963 Lou 
Thesz defeated Buddy Rogers. More recently; Febru: 6, 
1977 Handsome’ Harley Race bested Terry Funk and both 
bouls were for the NWA World Heavyweight Chamolonshic. 

Some of the top wrestling stars in the world have wrestled 
at the Gardens. Frank Tunney has been a top promoter for 
over 45 years and Big Bear Sports Promotions always line up 
the best talent available, 

With such spectacular line-ups, some fine wrestlers don't 
get the attention they deserve. Grapplers who are crowd- 
pleasers are often pushed into the background. Hopefully this 
article will acquaint vo with some of therm. 

aThe Beast — The popular Beast gets his name from his 
hairy appearance, sepia like trunks, and bare feet, He's a 
Hana 245 pounds, and is very strong—his pet hold is the 

jar-Hug. 

aSteve Bolus — Born in St. Catharines, and raised in Bur- 
lington, the six-foot wo hundred and thirty pound Bolus is al- 
WayS & popular performer. Steve has been in sports all his 
Ife shocker, amateur wrestling, etc—and wanted to pursue 
an athletic Career, 

He chose wrestling and has been going al it for over six- 
teen years. His first match was on February 6, 1960 against 
one lan Campbell. Steve won it. He's quick to admit, though, 
that I's been a rough, tough grind since then, and adds. “I've 
never stopped learning.” 

The Spinning Toe-Hold and the Abdominal Stretch are his 
favorite holds, ..and he knows how to use them! Many top 


stars have buckled under when Bolus has applied these de- 
vastating holds. , 

Originally trained by Al Spitoles, Bolus now works out with 
Dewey Robertson, Billy Red Lyons and others at Robertson's 
wrestling gym. Like all wrestlers, Steve has had injuries. The 
usual—iingers, knees, 6' t his worst injury in his career 
happened in 1970. He faced Bulldog Bob Brown in a Texas 
Death Match and came out of the action with a fractured skull 
which laid him up for seven months. 

In 1972 Steve beat Roger Kirby for the Mid-Western title. 
He defended jt for ten months before losing it to Bulldog Bob 
Brown. Although he is also successful wrestling in a tag-team, 
he says thal it's a lot tougher. “You have to have a good 

artner,, .know his style really well. And you have to know 
when to make the right moves.” 

AThe Wildman — Whether he’s gr Ng scientifically or 
roughhousing it, The Wildman never fails to please. He's the 
owner of Smokey, a 400-pound wrestling bear which makes 
frequent appearances in Ontario rings takes on and beats 
all comers, including The Wildman himself! 

aDewey Robertson and Billy Red Lyons... .The Crusad- 
ers! — Trained by Benny Lima (Lima operated a pee 
gym in Hamilton for over 18 years—he's now a preacher) ai 
the great ‘Whipper’ Billy Watson, the red-haired Dew 
Robertson has exceptional all-around ‘ability. He's very qui 
and agile. . and specializes in the Abdominal Stretch and the 
dangerous “Sleeper” hold. He's very muscular and he is often 
seen in the part of a strongman on a television commercial! 

A ten-year veteran of the ring, Dewey wanted to be a wres- 
tler simply because he “.. .knew a fot about it (wrestling).” He 
Operates a wrestii m_ where many other grapplers work 
Out Robertson hel Texas State belt for six months in 
1973, and currently is one-half of the International Tag-Team 
Champions, with his partner, Billy Red Lyons. 

And speaking of Lyons...he was an amateur for several 
years before turning professional. He stands six-feet two in- 
ches, weighs two hundred and forty pounds and uses the 
Sleeper and Abdominal Stretch, He is agile, muscular, and 
very well-conditioned. He has held the Texas State Champi- 
onship. Since a car accident ended the career of ‘Whipper 
Billy Watson, Lyons has been praised by many as the number 
one heavyweight wrestler in Canada. If he isn't, he certainly 
has the potential to be. 

The Crusaders, Lyons and Robertson, currently hold the in- 
ternational Tag-Team Championship, as recognized by the 
NWA. They won the belts in August of 1975, when they beat 
Atlanta, Georgia's Pat and Mike ory ae then, they've de- 

is 


fended it against teams such as Tolos and inald 
Love, Kangaroo A! Costello and Don Kent, and Geeto Monge! 
and The Wildman 


Recently, their belts were successfully defended in Japan. 
In the ring, the Crusaders display excellent teamwork, and 
Spectacular maneuvers. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


(Continued from page 29) 
strength record holder, has had a fine season 
and is certainly headed for the top. 

Siva Afi Taogaga has taken over from 
Peter Maivia as Samoa’s leading wrestler. 
Beautifully muscled, Siva is a well con- 
ditioned athlete who is really going places. 
With a few more pounds added to his frame, 
Siva would more than hold his own with any 
wrestler in the world. 

Del Adams comes from a wrestling family 
and is a master stylist who uses every hold 
and counter in the book. Del's dad was our 
greatest amateur ever, and came from the 
same gym that produced Pat O'Connor, 
another fine New Zealand wrest.er. 

Others active on the New Zealand scene 
are Bobby Jamieson, Lu Leota, Mero For- 
tune, Bobby Wyatt, Doctor Death, Bob 
Crozier, Alan Hobman, Ale Tuhinga, Gray 
Hobman, Lew Woods, Samoan Joe, Cowboy 
Wright, Lloyd O'Halloran, and the women 
Sabrina and Princess Tania. 

Due in shortly are three leading Australian 
wrestlers in Paul ‘*Hercules’’ Graham, one 
of the strongest men in the world; Larry 
O'Day and Les Roberts, a much travelled 
man who is rarely at home. 

1976 will go down in history as a tre- 
mendous wrestling year in New Zealand. 
Not since before the war when teams of 
American boys came here and crowds of 
15,000 were not uncommon, have the fans 
flocked to the matches like they currently 
are. TV must take a fair portion of the credit 
for the big wrestling revival in this part of 
the world. The rest belongs to the Pacific Is- 
land population—they have always been 
great fans of the mat sport. 





MISSISSIPP] MAT REPORT 
@ By TERRY COPELAND @ 





Wrestlers currently in the Jackson-Vicksburg area in- 
clude: Stan Hansen, Dick Murdoch, Scandar Akbar, Killer 
Karl Kox, Bill Watts, The Medics, Bruiser Bob Sweetan, Mike 
George, Jim Garvin, Jerry Oates, Bill Ash, John Tolos, Eric 
the Red, Waldo Von Erich, and Bobby Jaggers. 

AThe current N.W.A. champions who represent the 
Jackson area are: World Champion. . .Harley Race, World Jr. 
Champion. . Nelson Royal, North American Champion. . Stan 
Hansen, U.S. Tag Team Champions. ..The Medics, Brass 
Knuckles Champion. . Stan Hansen. 

ALate Flashes: In a recent match, Bruiser Sweetan broke 
Scandar Akbar’s arm... .The N.W.A. has outlawed Killer Karl 
Kox's Brain-buster.. Danny Hodge may return to the busi- 
ness as an Official N.W.A, referee. ..Stan Hansen has put 
Billy Robinson out of action for a while after he suffered a 
neck injury due to Hansen's deadly “Lariat”. ..Jim Garvin is 
now wrestling by the rules 

aStan Hansen, who currently holds two important belts 
here in the Jackson area, the Korth American title and the 
Brass Knuckles trophy, recently had this fo say: “i will soon 
hold the world title that Harley Race presently owns making 
me own three N.W.A, titles at the same time... .A feat no one 
ever has or ever will accomplish.” 
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George V. Eltagroth is a Patent Attorney 
for General Electric.He is legally blind. 


George Eltgroth’s official 
title is Counsel for Patent 
Strateay and Utilization. His 
work for the International Divi 
sion of GE involves finding 
people who infringe on GE 
patents and handling cross 
licensing agreements between 
major corporations 

Eltgroth is 62, When he 
was 33. he contracted polio, It 
took him two years before he 
was able to walk with a cane. At 
41 his Vision dropped below 
the level of legal blindness, But. 
as Eltaroth points out. “There 
wasn't anyone who was going 
to look after me. | had four 
small children. | had to con 
tinue my career.” In 1964. 
Eltgroth negotiated one quar 
ter of GES acquisition of Com 
pagnie des Machines Bulle 
from Olivetti. He was put in 


charge of patent operations in 
Phoenix. Milan. and Paris. “! 
had 20 French lawyers working 
for me. says Eltgroth. “only 
two of whom spoke English 
So Hearned French. not from 
books. but by ear.” Eltgroth {s 
also fluent in German and is 
able to work in Spanish as well 
“Handling forms is hard for 
me. saus Eltgroth. “I have only 
peripheral vision about | or 2 
percent of normal. | read , 
slowly. so | have to do alot of 
preparatory work for patent 
negotiations. My handwriting s 
weak. so | type. | have physical 
problems. but by developing 
my abilities in law and tech 
nology. I'm able to make the 
balance come out positive. I've 
wrapped up negofiations that 
would have taken most non 


. handicapped people five years 


in two, When you're handi 
capped, you ve got to test your 
limits. As a result of my polio. 
falling is dangerous—ice and 
snow are a problem, Sol put 
screws in the bottom of my ga- 
loshes. When I had crutches. | 
put hooks on them for my 
briefcase. You shouldnt dwell 
on What’s lost. but on what you 
have left” 

President’s Committee on 
Employment of the 
Handicapped 

Washington, D.C, 20210 
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OKLAHOMA MAT NEWS 
By PRICE MILLER 


Harley Race made two appearance here and won both 
matches. In his first bout he defeated Bill Watts by a disqual- 
ification in Oklahoma City and then he treked to Tulsa to win 
over Jerry Oates. Race refers to his NWA belt as “ten pounds 


of ba 
Medics still hold the NWA team title and recently with 

the aid of their manager, “General” Scandor Akbar, defeated 
the tag team of Sakurada and Mr. Ito, who was subbing for 
Killer Karl Knox. Knox arrived at the arena too late to go with 
his normal partner, Sakuada, but not too late to see the 
Medics work over his partner and then pin him. Knox lost his 
temper and attacked both the Medics and their manager. The 
odds were too great and the three ganged up on him and sent 
him to the hospital for his pains. 

On the same card Eric The Red destroyed the youngster, 
syyouer Ridder. Red had too much experience for his novice 
rival. 








We have been watching the feud developing between Stan 
Hansen, holder of the North American title and the Brass 
Knucks trophy, and Dick Murdock. 

Remember | said that Jerry Oates is one of the hottest 
comers in the area. At this stage of his developement Oates 
looks like a future top star. 





IWA. Report 








Over the pest ar North American Heavyweight Cham- 
pion Dick ‘'the Bulldog" Brower has become one of the 
most popular wrestlers in our sport. Brower's inadvertant 
Change of image occurred rds) @ televised six man tag bout 
while he was partnered with Kurt von Hess and Karl von 
pedal vs. Johnny Powers, Phil Watson, and The Mighty 


gor. 

During the course of the heated bout the Germans began to 
work over Watson outside the ring, Brower went for a tag but 
his partners were still working over Watson. Slowly the two 
Germans made it back up to the ring apron but Brower had 
already took all he could stand and tore into his former allies. 
Since this time Brower has brawled with the biggest ruleb- 
teakers in the game to the delight of the fans. 

Don “Fonzo" Fargo has taken the area by storm. He re- 








THE BALTIMORE 
WRESTLING SCENE 
By JERRY MOSHENBERG ®@ 


Baltimore, Md. — The impossible happened here in 
town when Billy Graham hroned Bruno Sammartino, 
SO naturally, most fans hoped their rematch would have a 
reverse conclusion. Unfortunately this was not to be. 

Superstar Graham had no intentions of relinquishing the 

F belt without a struggle. At 15 minutes into the battle, 
with neither man the worse for wear, Sammartino accidentally 
knocked out referee Jack Davis. Bruno was trying to forearm 
his opponent but struck the official in the face. 

A second referee, Ernie Fisher, stationed outside the ring, 
Called a halt to the fray. A draw was declared at 15:13, 

George "The Animal” Steele won a disqualification victory 
over Billy White Wolf when the latter could not return to the 
ring in time, 12:22 was the amount of action. Chief Jay 








Strongbow won a bout with Nicolai Volkoff when the Russian ‘ 


could not extricate his leg from the ring ropes at 10:09. 

Ken Patera. not gaining any friends in the area, gave S, D. 
Jones a full-nelson submission lock at 10:12. Chief Peter 
Maiava is winning new supporters every moment. He beat 
Gashouse Gilbert in 8:30 with a submission leg-lock. 

Lasry Zbyszko went over the top of Rocky Tamayo at 6:50 
to triumph and Tony Garea did likewise to Johnny Rodz at 14- 
:10. Carlos Rocha gave Jan Nelson a headbutt and press at 
825 for victory. 


MASCARAS RETURNS 


(Continued from page 43) 


soon as the crowd saw the flashy masked 
man they gave him a long, loud ovation. 


OCTOBER, 1977 © 


After disrobing, Mascaras and Gilbert met 
face to face in center ring to listen to referee 
Al Vass‘s instructions. After the bell Mas- 
caras and Gilbert engaged in a test of 
strength. The masked man forced the bigger 
Gilbert down to his knees with this man- 
cuver. Mascaras then quickly stepped over 
Gilbert and beautifully reversed the hold into 
an arm lock. 

The masked man easily had the upper 
hand throughout the entire match, applying 
many different variations of holds and man- 
euvers, and reversing any hold that Gilbert 
tried to apply, using them to his own advan- 
tage. 

Besides the stand-up holds, Mascaras was 
also flying all over the ring, using body 
blocks, flying tackles, and head scissors with 
the greatest of ease. Not since the Mexican’s 
last appearance in the Garden had the New 
York crowd been treated to such an array of 
holds and maneuvers by any one man. 

The end of the match came when Mas- 
curas mounted the top rope and executed his 
famed flying leap. Mascaras soared through 
the air like a bird, and landed squarely on 
Gilbert, sending him crashing to the mat in 
defeat. After 12:36 Mil Mascaras had won 
his match in Madison Square Garden in 
flashy style. Now everyone is anxiously 


awaiting the return of one of the sport's true 
“Superstars,” 
York area. 


Mil Mascaras, to the New 


THE GREATEST SELF- 
DEFENSE SYSTEM 
KNOWN TO MANI 





to break planks of wood in 


Regardless of your age, you can 
master this TAL SELF-DE- 
FENSE SYSTEM! . It doesn’t 
ulre muscles or size to be a 
STER at self-defense, but it 


does require KNOW-HOW!!! The 
know e of Karate has enabled 
small, slight men to successfully 
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GIANT SCOT SETTLES IN 
NEW ZEALAND! 


(Continued from page 55) 
conscious many leading matmen and in fact 
is the most feared hold in wrestling at the 
present time. The giant Scot will only use 
this hold if all others fail and he finds he can 
usually win his contests without having to 
use this highly dangerous maneuver, There 
has been a move amongst the overseas 
grapplers here to have the **Caberhold’* 
banned, but so far without success, 

Robert has recently had offers to wrestle 
in South Africa, Beirut, and Nigeria. but 
with TY commitments here in New Zealand, 
and the current wrestling boom here it is 
highly unlikely he will leave these shores in 
the near future. 

The standard of grappling here at present 
is very high, and Scot Robert Bruce must 
take a share of the credit for helping to put 
wrestling on such a high standing. 

Robert is currently teaming with the col- 
oured star Brutus Mulumba and they are 
creating havoc up and down the country. 
They will go down on record as one of the 
most brutal tag combinations in New Zea- 
land wrestling history. 

The big, handsome Scot is certainly a 
great asset to the New Zealand grappling 


scene, 


ay fev may have the ability 
half-with your bare hands! 
and completely protect themselves 
from men twice their size; in just 
seconds the Karate Master can 
completely immobile any attack- 
er-destroying him. Easy to learn. 
Send TODAY for FREE COLOR- 
FUL BROCHURE! Send 25¢ for 
postage and handling 
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KEYSTONE, BUCKEYE, AND 
MOUNTAIN STATE REPORT 
By HENRY KLIMKOWSKI 





—— SSE 

apd e | no less than six different promotional out- 
fits within a 125-mile radius of Pittsburgh, the Tri-State 
Area baa Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, and Northern 
hs Falta) isa gold mine forthe wrestling fan willing 
‘fo travel. 

APITTSBURGH, PA.—Prior to losing his crown to Super 
Star Graham, W.W.W.F. world's champion Bruno Sammartino 
Squared off with 321-pound Bruiser King Kong” Brody in a 
Civic Arena title scrap! The Italian was never in any serious 
trouble as he enjoyed one of his “easier” defenses of the 
crown. Bruiser met his Waterloo after flattening Bruno with a 
running shoulder-biock and then rebounding ‘from the ropes 
for an immediate encore attempt. Sammartino lifted the charg- 
ing Brody and fell. to the mat with King Kong for a devastating 
“belly to belly” suplex cover at 13:12!!! 

Stan “The Man” Stasiak's “heart-punch” nearly killed Dom 
DeNucci in the semi-final event! The Venetian tried to sii 
Stan for @ second trip into a turnbuckle, but the Pole reverse 
the maneuver, When Dominic rebounded from the buckle, 
“The Man” leveled him with a heart-blow. With DeNucci | 
face-down and motionless on the canvas, referee Andy "KE 
DePaul awarded Stasiak a knockout victory after 15:40!!! 

Nikolai Volkotf and Chief Jay Strongbow, neither wishing to 
halt their slugfest, continually shoved aside ref Bucky Palermo 
who disqualified both brawlers at 7:58!!! 

(In other frayx: Tor Kamata flung Johnny DeFazio into the 
ropes for a karate-chop across the throat on the rebound fol- 
lowed by a pin at 11:12. Baron Sciciuna greeted Johnny Riv- 
®ra’s encore running shoulder-block endeavor with a knee to 
the stomach followed by a backbreaker and three-count after 
13:09. Jo Jo Andrews sidestepped Steve King’s third consecu- 
five dropkick try and then suplex-siammed the native of 
Panama for a pin in 1121. New Yorkers Pete McKay and Ted 
Adams scrapped to a 15-minute standoff. 

aSTEUB: ILLE, OHIO—Promoter Ace Freeman paired 
two masters of the sleeper hold, Tor Kamata and Chief Jay 
Strongbow. for his main-event at St. John Arena! The Indian, 
having escaped Kamata’s sleeper earlier in the bout, eventu- 
ally was able to apply one of his own. The Oriental managed 
to struggle over ta a corner where he had placed his pair of 
wooden shoes prior to the match. Tor crashed the shoes over 
Jay's head to excape the gp and then proceeded to beat the 
Chief to a bloody pulp. The. blinded Strongbow threw a wild 
Kick which struck and doubled-over ref Rick Szczypinski, 
Wrestlers had to scramble from the dressing room to halt the 
davad which was declared "no contest” at the 17-minute 
mark! 

Darling Dagmar and Princess Little Dove overcame the 
brutal pair of Diamond Lil and Marie Leveau in a rare four-gi 
midget tag! The latler tandem double-bodyslammed t 
Princess 50 thal Lil could pin Dove for the first fall at 6:10. 
However, Little Dove retaliated by bigbadanpe . leg- 
Splashing. and cradling Leveau after seven minutes. In the 
rubber frame, Lil flung herself airborne in an attempt to bodyb- 
fock Dagmat whose was turned. Darling jumped upon a 
turnbuckle at the last instant, causing Diamond to crash the 

i st below. Dagmar's rollover-cradie finished Lil at 4- 
210!!! Gashouse Doug Gilbert foiled Indian Billy White Wolfs 
backdrop try with a kick to the throat and themn climbed a 
ringpost in order to attempt a all fanding.on the fal- 
ten redskin. However, White Wolf sprang to his feet, threw 
yen ny down from the high altitude, and pinned Mr. Gilbert 
at 9:20!!! 


; Off the ropes once again, and 
“ney rolled the 307-pounder forward into a small package after 


belt at the domed Civic Arena! Bruno rammed Stasiak's head 
twice into an iron ringpost to split the Pole’s skull wide-open. 
Stan tried to reenter the squared circle at least a half-dozen 
times, but the champion prevented this action. The impatient 
Italian then rushed into the ringside area and crashed a chair 
over “The Man's” bloody head. Stan retreated to the ring 
apron where Bruno bombarded him with fists, However, 
Stasiak managed {to step back into the ring just prior to ref 
Andy "Kid DePaul’s count of ten, leaving Sammartino on the 
apron to be counted out of the ring.t!! 

Chief Jay Strongbow and Indian Billy White Wolf, W.W.W-F. 
world’s tag-team champs, grappled their predecessors, The 
Executioners, in a title clash! After double-teaming White Wolf 
with stontach-claws and loaded-headbutts to the chest, Ex #1 
covered Billy after 7:20 of the opening frame. The Indians 
managed to twist around #2’s mask in the second stanza, al- 
fowing Wolt to sling him into the ropes for a Mabey a 
on the rebound followed by a "big splash” bodypress at 6: 
The redskins had both masked men helplessly tr in 
sleeper holds early in the deciding fall, but the refs disqualified 
all four contestants for being in the ring simultaneously!!! 

$.D. Jones whipped Nikolai Volkoff in the most shocking of 
the three upsets on this card! The preliminary-wrestler ap- 
peared to be through after absorbing a knee to the solar- 
plexis plus a 317-pound stomp on his midsection, The Rus- 
Sian attempted a pin, but he pulled S.D. up trom the mat just 
prot fo the count of three, Nikolai slung Jones into the ropes 
lor an intended backdrop on the rabound, but S.D. executed a 
“sunset es cradle pin (aided a fast-count) at 6- 
210!!! Gashouse Doug Gilbert grappled clean throughout his 
bout with roalbh DeFazio! However, when Johnny foiled his 
backdrop try with a "sunset flip” cradie at 19:50 (just ten sec- 
onds belore curfew), sore-loser Gilbert tore into DeFazio with 
some post-bout fouls!!! Larry Zbyszko pilfered the foreign ob- 
ject of Baron Sciciuna, gave the evil one a pair of retaliatory 
smashes, and then rolled the ‘Maltase Falcon" into a cradle 
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at 8:20 for the upsel victory!!! 

in prelims: Dom DeNucci gave The Gladiator of Crete (Mike 
Santocapito) an airplane-spin and cover in a mere 3:05. Frank 
Durso si Killer Joe Abby's second backdrop endeavor 
with a kick to the throat and three-count at 10:10. 

AKRON, OHIO—A combination “midget and junior light- 
heavyweight” lag-team event was but one of two “mixed 
bouts” signed by Armory promoter Walter J, Moore! Farmer 
Pete a Mike Wicks (190 Ib) emerged victorious over 
roughnecks Ivan the Terrible and Pal Chene (175 Ib.) after six 
minutes! Wicks slung Chene into the ropes so that the Farmer 
could backdrop him on the rebound. Wicks easily pinned 
Chene atter the 96-pound Pete's amazing feat!!! 

Ariba Luis Martinez and Ron Lee topped the Crazy Luke 
Graham-Jerry Jaffee duo in a “mixed heavyweight and 
junior-heavyweight” tandem match! Arba came back from ad- 
versity to conquer Jaffee with an airplane-spin and over at the 
25-minute mark!!! 

In solo scraps; Farmer Pete shifted his weight on ivan the 
Terrible's third consecutive bodyslam try, causing the Russian 
lo cave in with Pete on top for the pin after sixteen minutes. 
Pat Chene, taking advantage of Mike Wicks’ missed flying- 
dropkick endeavor, slung the native of Boston into the ropes 
for a foreign-object smash into the throat on the rebound tol- 
lowed ry a Steamroller and press al the 22-minute mark, 

ATARENTUM, PA.—Highlands Intermediate School and 
Leet Ace Freeman presented Chief Jay Strongbow and 

ily White Wolf who put the W.W.W.F. tag-team laurels on 
the line agains the former champs, The Executioners! The 
hooded hoodlurs overwhelmed Strongbow in the nin 
Stanza with numerous stomach claws and quikc tags. Ex # 
slung the Chief into the ropes and kneed him in the chest on 
the “rebound. When #1 reapplied the abdominal-claw, 
Strongbow went xh oye was easily pinned al 13:45) Ex #1 
whipped Jay into the strands for yet another knee to the 
stomach try in the second fall, bul the Indian bowled over the 
masked man with a flying body-scissors. The Chief quickly 
tagged White Wolf who flung #1 into the ropes for a double 
tomahawk-chop across the throat on the rebound followed by 
a pin at 7:07! The Ex's, having treated White Wolf to a 
double-backbreaker across their knees, were disqualified for 
doubie-team ib three minutes into the rubber 
frame!!! On the ui card: Ken Patera, having sidestepped 
the encore di ick attempt of Jose Gonzales, delivered a 
backbreaker, “drop, and cover after thirteen minutes. 
S.D, Jones held evil Baron Scicluna to a 20-minute stalemate. 
Dom DeNucci's rollover-cardle claimed Jo Jo Andrews ‘at 12- 
‘40, Jan Nelson spoiled Killar Joo og ho plans for a second 
consecutive backdrop via a “sunset flip” cradle pin at the 
9-minute mark. . 

ADOVER, OHIO—Ohio Valley Wrestling, the Bucke 
State's newest promotional outfit, showcased Florida A.A.U. 
champion Jim "Beau James” McCabe in a Memorial Hall 
main-event with rough Ronnie Garvin! After twenty minutes of 
at ete action, Garvin climbed a ringpost with intentions 
of diving down upon a prostrate McCabe. However, Jim 
sens to his feet and charged toward the French-Canadian. 

nie bowled over the Floridian with a flying-bodypress but, 
upon impact with the mat, McCabe miraculously managed to 
roll over and on top of Garvin for.the pin!!! 

Jim Dalton and Marie Leveau overpowered the fan-favored 
Rick Conners-Princess Little Dove tandem in a “heavyweight 
male-miget girl’ mixed tag! The buxom Princess backdrop- 
ped, bodysiammed, and big-splashed Leveau to take fall #1 
after eight minutes! Dalton tried bodyslamming Conners in the 
next frame, but Rick managed to hurdle himself over and be- 
hind his foe. Conners shoved Jim into the ropes with inten- 
tions of a reverse cradle on the rebound, but Dalton prevented 
this action i! holding on to the strands, Conners fell hard on 
the back of his neck as a resul! and was an easy victim to 
Dalton’s elbow-drop and pin at the six-minute mark! Leveau 
quikcly disposed of Little Dove with a lam and leg- 
Splash to the.throat after five minutes to cop the decisive pin- 
falltl! 

Randy Culley whipped Louie Tillet in a rather bizarre finish! 
Culley, in escaping from Tillet’s abdominal-stretch, acct 
dentally bowled over and kayoed referee Stu Schwartz. The 
Frenchman immediately slung Randy Into the ropes and lifted 
him for-a bodysiam try on the rebound. However, Louie trip- 
ped over the fallen body of ref Schwartz and fell backwards 
with Culley on top of him for the cover after nine min- 
ules!!! ALSO: 310-pound Bearcat Daniel's face-claw re- 
ndered Ron Cutronne limp for a pin in only three minutes. 
Rick Conners countered Jim Dalton’s third consecutive bodys~ 
api try by rolling Jim forward into a cradle at the five-minute 
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AERIE, PA.—Ken Patera, the self-proclaimed “world’s 
strongest human being", grappled Chief Jay Strongbow: in 

omoter Ace Freeman's return of wrestling 1o Tech Memorial 
Figh School! After Patera’s bearhug and yt peek sleeper 
had each falied to determine a winner, the Olympian tossed 
Jay from the squared circle. Ken continually kneed the Indian 
as he attampted to reenter the ring. Strongbow eventually 
tripped Patera, pulled him trom the ring, and rammed the 
strongman’s head into ringposts, tables, and the apron. In the 
meantime, ret Bucky Palermo counted both participants out of 
the ring after nineteen minutes!!! 

Dom DeNucci threw Baron Scicluna in the most recent 
chapter of their ten-year-old feud) The Venetial swiped the 
nobleman's piece of metal, treated himi to a couple of pokes 
with it, and then pinned the "Maltese Falcon” at the 10-minute 
marki!! 

In other bouts: Steve Bolus, having refused to release his 
chokehold on Don Serrano, was disqualified after sixteen 
minutes. Johnny DeFazio spoiled Jo Jo Andres’ backdrop as- 
pirations with a “sunset flip’ cradle pin at the 14-minute mark, 
Johnny Rodz and Johnny Rivera battled twenty minutes fo a 


deadlock. 

ACANTON, OHIO—Memorial Auditorium promoter Vince 
Risko signed U.S. champ The Sheik and Bul! 09 Don Kent to 
lace Crazy Luke Graham and King Ripper Collins in a rare 
tag-battle of villains! The latter duo was originally supposed to 
be defanding their N.W.A. world’s tag-team championship, but 
Hank James and Ed George had just relieved them of the 
belts on a card that afternoon in Toledo! Sheik’s biting Kent's 
fists dominated the action and had Crazy Luke bleeding bad 
before long, Ripper and Crazy then tried to double-team Shei 


in mid-ting, but Kent tiptoed behind Graham and pullad him 
down into a victory cradle after 14;09)!! 

Black sensation Charlie Cook outfoxed the "Man of 1,001 
Holds", Kangaroo A! Costello! The Australian grabbed Cook 
from behind by the arms and then back-suplexed him into a 
cradle. At the count of two, Charlie managed to raise his right 
shoulder from the mat and at the same time prevented Cos- 
tello from ee rst his own shoulders from the canvas for 
@ sensational pinfall at 20:40!!! Also; Flying Fred Curry, hav- 
ing had a cut from a previous bout reopened by Tumcoat 
Tony Marino, managed to hold on for a 20-minute draw, Big 
Money Hank James treated Jerry Jaffee to a pair of coco- 
butts and then slung him into the ropes for a foot fo the face 
and cover in 8:13. JohnmBoy Ruttin tried to backflip fiying- 
bodypress Beautiful Bobby Harmon with a eee a 
ri St, but the blond-bomber headbutted the airborne Ap- 
palachian in the midsection for a pr at 17:35. 

A CLOSE /UP LOOK AT THE SIX PROMOTIONS OF THE 
TRI-STATE AREA; 

ATHE CAPITAL WRESTLING CORPORATION (W.W.W.F) 
works Pittsburgh, Erie, Johnstown, and. Altoona, Pa., 
Steubenville, Ohio, and Wheeling, W. Va. on a regular basis 
with promoters Ace Freeman and Gene Dargan, Along with all 
of the W.W.W.F. television regulars, stars such as Johnn 
DeFazio, Hangman Jim Grabmire, Sgt. Frank Holtz, Fran 
Durso, Killer Joe Abby, Dr. Bill Miller, Billy "Red" Lyons, and 
Steve Bolus make frequent oh lek 

AWORLD-WIDE SPORTS INC. (N.W.A.), based in Detroit, 
books many of its stars for Vince Risko’s Canton, Ohio promo- 
tion. W.W.S had also worked with promoter Walter J. Moore 
of Akron, but Mr. Moore just recently joined with the up-and- 


coming Ohio Valley Wrestiing circuit: 
Tonio VALLEY WRESTLING (N.W.A.), the newest grappl- 


ing outfit, uses grunt-and-groaners who have emigrated from 
the South as well as local matmen Jimmy Banks, Ivan Polov, 
Bob “The Body” Shafer, and Tibby Duko. O.V.W. films a T.V. 
show in Columbus and has already invaded Akron, Allinace, 
Wooster, Mansfield, and Dover, Ohio. 

ACROCKETT PROMOTIONS (N.W.A.), based in Virginia 
and the Carolinas, puts on occasional cards in the Northern 
West Virginia city of Fairmont where W.W.W.F. shows had 
Seid rr het for ert § nat 

AWORLD-WIDE CHAMPIONSHIP (INDEPENDENT) has 
southeastern Ohio cities. The W.W.C.W, has just recently 
begun excha We ‘applers with the N.W.A. Detroit promo- 


c .W. matmen include: Brass Knucks champ 
Wild Bull Curry, Flying Fred Gurry, tag-team titists Soldier Boy 


Man Andrews, Tom “Mr. indiana” tty Bobby 
Colt, The Renegade, Crazy Bill Williams, J.W. Hawk, Tony 
Vicearo, Bob White, El Masqueres, Chief Don Red Cloud, The 
Masked Hangman, Bad Billy Coleman, Br, Howard, and 
Ivan Borloff. Ladies of the mat are champion ‘erly Shade, 
Janice Jay, Betty Starr, and Sandy Parker. 

APROFESSI . PROMO IS INC. (INDEPENDENT) 
is all set to invade Easter Ohio and Northern West Virginia at 
this writing alter a one-year | ar Many of the P,P.!, wrestlers 
have worked for the W.W.W,F. on their television tapings and 
various hae shows": North American Champion North 
American Madman (8,8. Coleman), Central champion Cow- 
boy Bob Brothers, Billy E. (Billy Berger), Bob Shafer, Sugar 
Bear Brown (Jo Jo Andrews), tvan Polov (Stan Nunas), Rub- 
berman Guy Flowers, Ron Lee, and Tony Viccara (Tony V.). 
Matchmaker Ken Jugan has also announced the singing of 
these others stars: Chief Don Red Cloud, Greg Winston, Herr 
Otto Von Marx, Smilin’ Jim Watson, mgt Tom. Rodgers. 
Lumberjack Luke, Don Reo. Brady Howard, Tibby Duko, 

Dog Michaels, Bull Baka, The Eayptian Mummy, and mana- 
gers Zoltan the Great and Mr. Noid. 


JUST ASK 


(Continued from page 48) 


“Mr. Muscle Beach” along with other ti- 
tles when he was on that circuit. 


Q. When did Pat O'Connor win the 
world's championship? 

E. Thomas 

St. Louis, Mo. 


A. January 9, 1959, at the Kiel in St. 
Louis, Mo. when he beat Dick Hutton. 


Internationally famous 
Women’s Wrestling Club 
— A.W.W.A,. — 


Now offering PHOTOS & FILMS also 
membership in new BOOSTER CLUB 
—see wrestling matches in person. 
For brochure send $2 to: 


A.W.W.A, 

Box 19 
SOUNDVIEW STATION 
BRONX, N. Y. 10472 


RING WRESTLING 


| DIDN'T “WORK”A DAY LAST YEAR 
YET | MADE $500,000! 
AND YOU CAN DOIT TOO, 
ONCE | SHOW YOU HOW! 


| quit “working” a long time ago. It's 
just not for me 

Yet/ live ina 12-room “dream” house, 
designed and built just for me, with 
dozens of custom touches like hand- 
crafted oak paneling in the den and 
stereo in every room. (The landscaping 
alone cost me a fortune!) 

In the Summer when | want to “get 
away from it all,” | get a house on the 
Maryland shore, put the wife and kids in 
my Cadillac Seville, and take off (Ikeep 
my Corvette for times when | want to 
travel light—and fast!) 

It sure is a good life | play tennis. golt 
waler ski and travel whenever and 
wherever | want (Always tirst class. of 
course.) And, maybe best! of all, | can 
look forward to a lot more of the 
same—l'm only 33! 

Why am | telling you all this? Simply 
because 


ITS A CRYING SHAME 
FOR YOU NOT TO BE 
MAKING THIS KIND OF 
MONEY WHEN | DO IT SO 
EASILY! 


I'm a professional handicapper. And 
last year | made $500,000 doing what 
most guys do for fun — playing the 
horses. But the major difference be- 
tween me and those guysis that | makea 
living at it. A damn good one, too. Be- 
cause I'm also a professional winner 

And don't think | don't know what 
you're saying to yoursel! right now; in 





the years I've been ai it, I've heard 
everything bad you can say about play- 
ing the ponies 


“You just can't beat the horses’ 

“A fool and his money are soon 
parted.” 

“Gamble with fate and you'll pay the 
price,” 

“| had an Uncle who lost everything, 
and ended up on the bottle” 

“Every fool has a ‘system’ 

Go ahead, laugh if you wantto. iknow 
do. All the way to the bank 


BECAUSE THE FACTS 
PROVE OUT THAT YOU 
CAN BEAT THE RACES! | 
SHOULD KNOW BECAUSE 
1 DO IT CONSISTENTLY. 
CONSISTENTLY ENOUGH 
TO HAVE MADE $500,000 
LAST YEAR ALONE. 


You see, racing is likeaprivateciub.A 
club made up of professionals —likeme 
— who have access to certain informa- 
tion that the average guy just can't get 
And I'm a member in good standing 
And this gives me an edge — the 
winning edge 

Handicapping is what | do. The only 
thing | do. I've been doing it all my life 
(My father was a handicapper, too.) | 
have talent — and sometimes | have 
luck 

But, more than that, | do it every day 
I'm there when and where the action is 
I'm there when you can't be | can find 
out things that you can't. | know the “in- 
side" guys you don't — guys who are as 
good as me in many ways! So. | can back 
up what | know 

| read about racing | study it | make 








phone calls. | listen, | watch, | think 
Then, | put it all together and come up 
with the right answer. The answer that 
works. The horse that pays off 

And, | win. All the time, Just like a 
“pro.” $500,000 in just one year. 


WINNING BETTORS 
COLLECT $350 MILLION 
EACH SEASON! AND 
SOME OF THAT CAN BE 
YOURS IF YOU LISTEN TO 
ME. 


I've taken the benefit of my years of 
experience as a Professional Winner 
and condensed it into seven simple 
rules that you can learn in one hour's 
time. Rules so simple that many so- 
called racing “experts” will sneer at my 
method without even trying it. And, 
that’s just fine with me 

Because | didn't do it for them. | did it 
for you. All of you guys who want more 
out of life than just a job, Who want 
some of the “luxuries” of life before 
you're too old to enjoy them 

And so here is Mike Warren's System 
of the Century, designed for only one 
thing — to produce winners! And 
money! Just seven elementary, but criti- 
cally important things you have to know 
to pick the winning horse in any race 
Seven things so easy to learn that prac- 
tically any 12-year-old can master them 
in as little as one hour! Yet so startlingly 
effective that with just one of these rules 
— Rule 4 — you can goto any racetrack 
with an infield turf (grass) course, and 
make the kind of bets that will have 
people believing you've been a track 
“pro” for at least 20 years! 

Even if you've never been to the track 
before — or placed a bet on the horses 
in your life — 


YOU'LL BE ASTOUNDED 
AT THE SIMPLICITY AND 
LOGIC OF THIS 
COMMON-SENSE WAY TO 
EASILY PICK THE KIND OF 
WINNERS THAT RETURN 
CRISP, NEW $10, 
$20 — EVEN $50 
BILLS — FOR A MERE $2 
WAGER! 


Of course, if you're a regular horse- 
player, The System of the Century will 
have even greater appeal. How many 
times have you spent hours pouring 
over a single race doping out every 
detail. .. figuring every angle — only to 
find that the horse you picked to begin 
with, and decided against for some 
reason even you can't remember, 
romped home an easy winner! And paid 
a whopping $60! 

Or, how about the time your brother- 
in-law talked you off a horse you knew 
would win — and did! 

But no more! Because what | have 
here is a technique that is so easy, so 
simple to understand, yet so foolproof 
that it will put money — lots of it — in 
your pocket every time. No guesswork 
No mistakes. No errors in judgment 
Just pure exact answers! And winners! 
After all, it's the method | use myself 
And | refuse to lose! 














All you need is a grubstake — as little 
as $20 — and a little patience. The Sys- 
tem of the Century does the rest. Just 
follow these seven rules — strictly — 
and start cashing in on those big 
parimutual tickets! The kind that most 
Quys just dream about! 


TODAY, RACING IS BIG 
BUSINESS. AND, TO MAKE 
MORE THAN YOUR CAR 
FARE HOME, YOU'VE GOT 
TO TREAT IT LIKE A 
BUSINESS. 


That's how | made $500,000 last year 
Making racing my business. “Luck” has 
nothing to do with picking a winner. The 
System of the Century has everything to 
do with it. And you can find that out for 
yourself. Just like this 

Through this ad, I'm giving you the 
Opportunity to be one of the first people 
to try Mike Warren's System of the Cen- 
tury. (In fact, this is the only way to get 
it.) Naturally, the only reason I'm doing 
this is to make money. For you and for 
me. (Personally, | want to make a lot 
more than $500,000 this year!) 

But, I'm going to ask you to do me one 
favor, Don't tell anybody about this. Not 
even your wife. Not for a while anyway 

Here's why 

Quite frankly, when you tell your 
friends or family about this, I'm afraid 
that they're going to try to talk you out of 
it. The world is full of skeptics, and most 
of them honestly believe that racing is a 
rip-off. And, you just might listen to 
them. And then we're both going to lose. 

So, this is what I'm going to ask you to 
do 

Clip out the coupon below and return 
it to me with your check for $9.95. Then, 
use my System of the Century at your 
local race track for one full month. Just 
make sure to follow the seven rules to 
the letter! Bet all you want — and keep 
what you take in with my blessings! 

And, if after a full 30 days, you don't 
feel you've latched on to the sweetest 
little money-maker ever, just return the 
System to me and I'll send you your 
original check uncashed! (Just date 
your check one month ahead. That way 
nobody can touch your ten bucks while 


you prove to yourself that my System of 
the Century is everything | say it is!) 

Could anything be fairer? 

And, could | afford to make this kind 
of offer if | didn't believe that my Sys- 
tem could make you a consistent winner 
— just like me — for the rest of your 
racing days? 

Remember, I'm the best there is in this 
game. If you want to win a fight, get 
Muhammed Ali. If you want a home run, 
call for Hank Aaron. If you want to make 
money at the track — /ots of it —I'mit 

So, don't waste another minute envy- 
ing guys who live like me. Be one! Re- 
turn the coupon below NOW! 


Mike Warren 





JUST READ WHAT 
HORSEPLAYERS ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY ARE 
SAYING ABOUT MIKE 
WARREN! 


“Great news _.. They ran as if they were 
programmed. TOUGH ELSIE ran away 
with it and PERSIAN FLING stayed in 
the second slot with ease — what a 
payof!... my good news was $2,620.00 
for $40 bet!" 





A.C. 
New York City, N.Y 


“| must tell you It's just fantastic . 
Last week | parlayed a house in the 6th 
race at Aqueduct and a horse in the 9th 
race at Arlington Park. The first paid 
$35.40 to $12.40 — the second paid 
$10.20 to $6.00 — made a nice bundie!” 
EAS. 
Chicago. Illinois 


"You are FANTASTIC!!! Absolutely THE 
GREATEST"! All four of the horses you 
gave me at Aqueduct Saturday won and 
paid real good. Thank you very much.” 
NP 

Lawrenceburg, Ind 


“Congratulations for your over 1,000% 

performance at Big A. A beautiful job 
indeed. It put me in the black!” 

B.M 

Louisville, Ky 


Mail to: MIKE WARREN 
The Baltimore Bulletin 
23-25 Walker Avenue 
Professional Building 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 


RW-9 


Please send me the System of the Century. | have enclosed 








$ in cash, check or money order. 
Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 
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“Every successful bodybuilder 
has got to use the most advanced 
bodybuilding methods available- 
UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING 
offers the best! Using UNIVER- 
SAL methods, I have made excel- 
lent gains!” 


Brian astman 


BE BETTER THAN THE BEST, 


BE DYNAMIC! 


MOST MEN NEVER REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL FOR 
MUSCULARITY. Why? Probably because they’ve never come 
across or taken advantage of a erga aie OTe quite like the 





one we offer here at UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING. Our 
course has the ULTIMATE MASTERPLAN for TOTAL BODY 
DEVELOPMENT! 


Very few men are satisfied with the way they look at present. 
They know themselves that they wouldn’t mind having a REALLY MASCULINE 
BODY — one that will "turn on” the girls and make the guys envious. 


WITH UNIVERSAL METHODS, YOU CAN BREAK OUT OF YOUR“OLD” 
SELF, AND TRANSFORM YOUR BODY INTO AN ATTENTION-GETTER!!! 
WE GUARANTEE TO IMPROVE YOUR BODY FAR BEYOND WHAT YOU'VE 
Sie EVER BELIEVED POSSIBLE! We have perfected bodybuilding training tech- 
a niques to the extreme, so that we can offer you the fastest gains possible. If you’re 
Vip thin and underweight, you'll be astonished at howquickly muscles appear. If you’re 
Vy : overweight, we can help you to trim down the fat and replace it with rock-hard 
_ muscle. We'll tone up your abdominal area, and show you how to obtain a well- 
<5, . defined and impressive waist. 


A lx 
‘ Add 2 or 3 inches to your arms, 4 or 5 inches to your chest — your rewards will be 
INSTANTLY - i 


in direct proportion to your effort and accomplishments — nobody sets a limit to 
—< your success. 


=> 
= YOUR MUSCLES -< 


ion In the time it takes to complete this 12 lesson course, we can guarantee you a mus- 





- WILL BEGIN , cular foundation fantastic enough to be developed to your fullest potentialll! You 
: a can go far beyond mere “improvement” with the Advanced Training Techniques {n- 
TO GROW! ~ cluded in this course. We can give you the firm, rippling, muscular body of a phy- 
. We sique star!!! Send in for our FREE COLORFUL BROCHURES TODAY (fantastic 

YS information about our course — loaded with unbelievable photographs). 


You won't regret it!!! 


BEFORE ws 
BE GREAT- BE SOMEBODY SPECIAL! 


Improve your health, self-confidence and your outlook on life as 
you become more muscular. Regardless of your age, height or 
present build, we'll help you build a fabulous body. Thousands of 

eople have taken this course with fantastic results — why not you? 
Whatever you look like today, we can improve on it. We guaran- 
tee it!!! 






v 2. Seaman 


UNIVERSAL 
BODYBUILDING 
Box 485 Dept RW 
Dearborn, Michigan 48121 














RUSH me those FREE COLORFUL BRO- 
CHURES TODAY! _I.want to be able to 






[_] ARMS — Develop big, powerful [~] SHOULDERS— Get rid of those KNOCK ’EM DEAD with a FABULOUS 
arms—the kind girls love to be puny shoulders! Instead, fill BODY! 
held in! Command respect from your shirts with bulging muscles! 








everyone you meet! [(_] LEGS — Put some muscle on 
eS! CHEST — Is your chest sunken those spindly legs! Muscular Name = SS Age___ 
and unimpressive? No more! legs will give you extra power 
It's easy to build a massive like you've never dreamed pos- Address 
chest. You can measure 45, 47, sible! 






or even 50 inches! 


a} BACK — Develop your upper 


back, and get that outstanding : . 
"V-Shape!” Often within one look. Get rid of your pot-belly, 


week you'll be able to see that improve your digestion, and get 
wedge formation begin to take that washboard waist—all when 
shape — it's a real attention- you develop those abdominal 
getter! muscles! 





Sit Bite Zip 


MAIL TODAY! 


C] ABDOMEN —Trim and hard — 
that's the way your abs should 








a Sed (Se (Ee Be ee ee 










@ co ree ee ee et ee 


gF 
3 
5 
bi 
i 
i 
E 
E 
E 
| 
fi 
b 





